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Tur Text. 
CHAP. 1. 


He Song of ſongs, which is Solomins. 
2 Let bom kiſſe me with the kiſſes 
of bis mont : thy love is better 
NN SM mba 
auſe of the ſav 
ines NAS is as ointment powred Fry com 
fore doe the Virgins love thee. tbe 
4 Draw me , we will rut after thee : 1h King 
bath brought me into. bis chambers : we will be gl; 
| and rejoyce in thee , we will remember thy love more 
then wine, the #pright love thee. © = 
| 5 IT amblacke, but comely , ((Owye daughters of 


| Jeruſalem.) as the Tents of Kedar , af the curtaines 
of Solomon. | 


6 Looke not upon me becauſe I am blacks becauſe 
A2 +. the 


” 


The Song of ſongs. = | 


[x Sunne bath looked upon me : my » Mothers children | 
We oo with me, they made me the keeper ha | 
,own Vineyard bave T not | | 
ar: me, (O thou Sho my ſoule loveth ) Chak | 'F 
thor feedeſt, where thou wiakeft thy flocke to reſt at | 
noon Si why ſbould I be as one that twrnetb af de by 1 
$ 1 


the fl thy companions ? | 
6 know not (O thou faireſt among wo- | 
men ) goe thy way forth by the footſteps vi thy flocke, 
| and feed thy kjddes be ſides the ſbepbeards tents. 
9 Thave compared thee, O my love, to a company 
of borſes in Phardobs chariots. ' | 
10 Thy cheeks oy with rowes of jewels, 
thy neck”with chainer of gold 
11 Wewill as: whe borders of gold, with ſtuds 
filver. 
12 While the King fitteth af bis table ny ſpike- 
Rendgpender forth the ſmel! thereof. - - 
A bundle of myrrbe is my welbeloved unto 
Ny ſhall lie all night betwixt my breafts. 
14 My beloved is unto me , as « cluſter of Cam- 
[iye ie he he ds of En-gedi. 
.15  Bebold, thou art pow my love : bebold, thou 
art faire, and bat doves e 
.-16 Bebold, thou art = my belaved, yea, plea- 
fox: alſo our bed is green. 
7 _ The be@nes of our bouſe are Cedar, al cor 
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the | Tur Exyianation” "$a 
ere _— Ver, I. The Song of [ngi, whit 
| at | 
e by | verarts him kifſe me with the kiſe; of his 
WG ah, fo thy love is better then wine. 
cke, 


T was the manner of ancient times, at 
any 8 *Eſpouſalls and Nuprtialls ro indite and 
fing * (Epithalamia) love-longs: * The 
els, i title of the 45. Pſalme may ſeeme tobe 
penned by one of the chief? fingers of rhe 
c—_ le, (who now were all of them 
Prophets, t Aſaph, Heman, Fedwhun,) 
upon occaſion of Solomons 
unto wich Pharaohs daughter z for though. 
" Whee was a firanger by birth from, 
an- MW common-wealth of 1ſracl; yet his mar- 
riage was lawfull with her : And thexe- 
ore, notwithſtanding this marriage, his 
love to God is ſtill commended, Þ Solo- 
mon wad: affinity with Pharaoh Ki of E-. 
, and c = (ey the Lord, &c. For 
_ oof Chriſt.” admitting the 
atypeo 
Gent loinethe fellowſhip of his mar- 


riage-bed. | 
| Secondly * this —_— daughter be- 


Came 
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The uſe of marriage-ſongs. - Chayix: | 


{daughter , or hers to him , or the good | 


| came a Proſclyreto the Jewiſh Religion, 
d Hearken (0h Daughter) aud conſider, and 
incline thine care , forget alſo thine ownt 
people, and thy fathers houſe, cc. | 
ow, though that marriage ſong was |] 
ned upon thar occafion; yet it aſcen- 
deth farre above all earthly reſpes of 
worldly marriage, and by a divine and 
heavenly workmanſhip ſets forth a hea- 
venly marriage-ſong betweene Chriſt 
and his Church: of like Argument was 
this ſong penned by Solomon himſelfe, | 
not to expreſſe his affeftions to Pharaohs | 


parts of either of them: no, nor the like 
wa to any Shunamite amongſt the 

reſt of his wives, as ſome have vainly | 
conceived , for then how abſurd and } 


| monſtrous were ſome of his compariſons, 


likening his Spouſe to a company. of horſes 
in rar Chariot, her Head to Carmel oe 
s to Fi s, her Noſe to « Tower , 
Tk to 4 oof Sher a Fo whole Selfe to « 
terrible Army with Banners ? Burt his ſcope 
is to deſcribe the eſtate ofthe:Church ro- 
wards Chriſt , and his reſpe& towards 
her, from his own time to the laſt judge- 


ment, as afterward it ſhall appeare. | 
Fr | | Now 


—_  — 


| and ſhadowed under ſome ſweet and 


of ng 


hes calamiries of the h be aswell 
deſcribed throughout this ſong , as the 
comfortable condition of rhe ſamein all 
ages ; yet ſuch diſmall are vailed 


amiable reſemblances, leſt the joy of a 
——_ feaſt ſhould be darkened by un- 
f le mention of ſo ſadoccurrencesy 
neither are all of the eſtate of 
the Church in age here. deſcribed, | 
(for how canthat be in ſo ſhort a ſong?) | 
butthe chicfe heads of things in cvery 
age are ſweetly, and ſhortly , and lively, 
not onely pointed at , but decyphered, 
Theſe verſes contain , 
Firſt,the title of the whole book, ver.r. 
Secondly, the deſcription of the eſtate 
of the Church inthe dayes, Firſt, of $s-| 
lomon, Ver. 2.,—4, 3 
Secondly , of Solomon and Rehoboar, 
verſes. ; 
Thirdly, of Rehoboams, veric 6—9. : 
Inthetitle we have 
Firſt,the forma of the book, It is a Seng. | 
Secondly, the excellency of it, A Song 


As 


DD Thirdly, | 


— 


<4 oh .  Pſabder, Hywms, Songs, { Chap:1, 
Thirdly, the Authior of it, Which is $0- | 


'" The Sang of ſongs, &c. In Coloſſ. 3. 16. | 
there is mention made, - | : | 
- Firſt, of Pſalmes. | 
Secondly, Hymnes. | 

' Thirdly, fpirituall Songs. | 
Amongſt the' Hebrewes there were | 
Pſalmes made to be ſung with Inſtru- | 
ments, as well as with yoyce, and contai- | 
| ned arguments of all fonts, for Petition, | 
Thankeſgiving, and Inſtruction. 
Songs were chicfly made for the voice. | 
| Hymnes are properly praiſes of God: | 
_ any of theſe arc {ometimes put | 
for all. | 
Firſt, this doth let us ſee, that it were | 
to be wiſhed , thatthis Booke were tur- | 
_ into verſeor meeter in m—_ e, | 
that we might. the Canticles as 'the | 
Hera | 
"Secondly , this teaches us to ſtrive for | 
fuch agracious frame of ſpirit, that we | 
_—_ alwaycs bee to ' ſing 'to| 


This Song conraines the eſtate. of the | 
Church. , as well in the worſt as beſt | 
ns; yet Sams can a5 well fog A 
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Chap«1+ Songs not unſceſanable. 
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$o- [© the miſcry of the Church, as inher 
© ſpcrity. And* David hath as well Pſalmes 
i of his deep waters: and calamitics, as of 
if his greateſt deliverances, And the holy 
Ghoſt ſaith, < Rejoyce in the Lord alwayes : 
| And though fingingbe chiefly fir and re- 
WM quiſite in fmirth,yet we ſhould be fit alſo 
= for a Plalm in our afflition. But we com- 
Wo monly-in our ill houres are too ſullen to 
i- | ſing, and in our merry moods, our ſpirits 
JJ vaniſh away incarnall mirth and jolity , 
but whatſoever the eſtate of the Church 
WF be, we ſhould have our ſpirits as ready to 
: (Wing as topray. _ 
zut [FF Thirdly , is reproved that ancient 
- {Flaw and cuſtome of the Synagogue, 
9 which prohibired young men (under 
i *birty yeares of age ) the reading and | 
uſe of this Booke , but what age fitter 
for Songs then cheerfull youth 2 And 
further, the amorouſneſſe of the dittic 
will not ſtirre up wantonneſſc in 


MW but rather , by inflaming with heavenl 
J love, will draw out, and burne up a 
JJ carthly and carnall luſt , and evcn as fire 


any | 
age, if the words be wcll underſtood : | 


he 

ſt (Jl in the hand is drawne out by Logig 
in | to a ſtronger fire, or as the light 2 

1c " hear 
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Why this ſong called Chap.r. 


g 2 Sam, 
23.1. 
h 1 King, 


147+ 


+ Pal. 16. 
$6,457» 58, 


(3. 
i Fla-12.6 


Reaſon 1, 


Y heat ofthe Sunne extinguiſherh a kitchin 


- 


fire; ſo doth heavenly love to Chriſt ex- 
tinguiſh baſe kitchin luſts. 

A Song of ſongs : Thar is, a moſt excel- 
lent Song, the chiefeſt of Songs : as when 
they would expreſle the holy place, they 
ſay, The Holy of holieſt , * The' Lord 
lords. tht King of kings, the Servant of ſer- 
vants , an Hebrew 7 lative, ſo rhisis 
the chiefeſt Song, firſt of all Solomons 0- 
ther Songs,cven of his thouſand and five. 

Secondly, of all Songs without excep- 
tion ; for though David was in his time 
g the ſweet finger of Iſrael, yet as Solo- 
mons Throne exceeded his in all other 
magnificence: bſo did his Name exceed 
his alſo, yet this is no diſparagement to 
the other Songs ; ſo neither, that ſome of 
Davids Pſalmes ſhould be tiled F golden 
Pſalmes : i All purified gold 4 yer ſome 
gold wrought more exquiſitely then 0- 
thers, and: finer engraven then others; 
even ſome portion of the pure and holy 
Word of God, more exquiſitely penned 
and poliſhed then orher. 

The firſt Reaſon why this Song is 
more excellent then others, is , becauſe 
this Song ſpeaketh not onely of the 
S | | chiefeſt 
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Chap.1. - | the Sengof ſongs. 1 


” $ | 
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| chiefeſt marter , ro wit; Chriſt and his 
ex- © Church , but alſo more largely then any 
of Devids Pſalmes , and with more ſtore 
of more ſweet and precious,exquiſite and 
amiable reſemblances ; taken from the 
richeſt Jewels, the ſweeteſt Spices, Gar- 
dens, Orchards , Vineyards , Wine-cel- 
lars, and the chicteſt beauties of all che 
workes of God and man, P 
Secondly , this Song admitteth niore 
wrictic of 1nrerpretation then anyorher, 
and alſo of ſingular uſe: fome have ap- 
plicd ir to expreſſe the mutuall affeftion 
and fellowſhip between Chriſt and 
Chriſtian ſoule ; ſome betweene Chriſt / 
and the Catholique Church ; ſome to 
t to Mparticular Churches, from Solomons time 
e of Mto the laſt judgement. And there is an 
den holy and uſefull truth in each one of theſe 
"me Minterprerations; but the laſt doth exceed- 
1 0- ingly magnifie the wonderfull excellency 
rs; Mof this Song, making it a divine abridge- 
oly ment of the Acts and Monuments of the 
ned MF Church. And that this book was chief- 
ly penned to: be ſuch an hiſtonicall Pro- 
phcſicor Prophericall hiſtory , may-ap» 


peare, : + 
- Fi the correſj , et: ſus 
| CP a 


Reaſan 2. 


ro This Song aw hiftrical Prophecy, Chap:n. 


 ſutableneſle of the words of this Songto 
theevents of eachvage;'  - * - | 
-: Secondly.z. by the repetition of the 
_ ks Sonnet uld 
in divers parts of this ;which wo 
be a mnedielfotemologis if ir were ſpo- 
kenof _ AY 
25 you may ſee if you compare Chap.4.2. 
with 6.6. and 2,7. with 3.5.and 8.2.46. 
wittrs. 5. | 
. | Thirdly; by the diverſities of deſcri- 
ptions of ſome perſons, which would in- 
timate and imply a contradiRion, if they 
were not | my ſeverall times and ſe- 


, by the ſuddenadmiration of | 
- | fome new perſons and occurrences.” ' | 
-" Firſt , weeimayhere ſee, the eldeſt 
ſonne of Wiſdome giveth the double} 
p_ of -excellency ro-this Song a-| 
ove all: others , yea , fince' the holy} 
Ghoſt givethir, it is nottherefore onely | 
Canonicall Scripture';,: bur an cminenr| 
portion of it, It were'prophane blaſphe-| 
my to prefetre this Song! above other'| 
Songs of holy Scripture, if ir were not{| 
alſo given by divine inſpiration as well | 
aithey ro: preferre the invention of | 
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| hee muſt needs. be ſo 
MW (not 'of Peters freed Troy as the Papiſts 
S would have it) butof\ S. Peter himſcife: 


k ——_ 
| holy EAry 
| Cadet bj, Peters confeſſion; and not 
| - onely, but Chriſt himſclfe ſzith, i Al 
ol the Pr 
& Now, all the Prophets: came not ncere { 


= "The vegpocutCannat, 
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man before: the wiſdome of God were 
-madneſſe. And 


none of Gods' ten proper names in He- 
47 


brew be once mentionedinthis Song, yet 
that.1 not -the''a 

this mote" thenit doth of Haſter, 
in nee une God: is 'mentioned: at 
all. Beſides; this Booke is full:of ſuch 
riames of God as. ſute more with- thear- 


v1, 0:he oh 97 rears Brother 7 She 


#4 #44 w 


more ſtudious reading and ot 
this Bookazof a mic amok excel pordo 
of holy Writ. . ' | 


Thirdly, rhis ſhewes us , that as this 

ripture is Canonicall; ſorhe Pen-man | 
ror 1-0 perbat pas 
ro: 


of God: ſpake as they were moved 
. that hee muſt needs 


are in the kingdame of God, 


this 


n 


| Solomon proved io beſeved. Chap. r, 


m 2 Sam. 
7.14,15- 


The text 


Ver. Js 


n1King.4 
39330. 
Deurt. 3 4. 


I 4- 
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this Prophet ; and there was no Scri 

bur it was penned by a Prophericall and 
Apoſtolicall ſpirit z and though So 

did fall , yet mIf he commit iniquity, I wi 
chaften him with the rod of men , &rc. Verſe” 
15. But my mercy ſhall not depart from him, 
4 | yook it from Saul.” If ſome ſay, By this 
it was meant that God would not take 
away his kingdom ; to this itis an{wered, 
he did take it away, but he would not 
deale with him as he dealt with Sawl : ſo 
then this tcllerh'us Setoxwon is a Saint in 
Heaven. 

[ Which is Solomons. Solomon the pen- 
ner of it, but a wiſerthen Solomen indited 
it. The holy Ghoſt maketh choice of his 
Inſtruments according to the uſc he had If" 
ro put them ro; to ſet forth' the cftate © 
his Church by the choiceſt-treaſures © 
nature : hee uſeth Solomons ſpirit , which 
» was as large as the ſand of the ſea ſhore. 
And 2s God led Meſesto rhe top of mount 
Piſgah, to behold all the places and (i- 
tuations of Ifrac}: fo he lifted up So/omons 
ſpirit ro the mountain of Acvitie,(that I 
may ſoſpeake) where onely all times to 
come are preſent, to behold the eſtate of tt 
the Church throughout thepreſenc, and il © 
all after times. —_ This! 


Rp ———p—_— — - 


hap. I» | Solomon 4 canonized Saint. 


,1 


This is to teach us, as it was ſaid be- 
ore, that Soloman is. a canonized Saint, 

e he had not beenea- Pen-man of Ca- 
nonicall Scripture, canonized not by Pe- 
ers pretended ſucceſſors, who have 
nefully erred in this kinde ; but by 


his Peter himſelfe, yea, by agreater then 
ake <tr or Solomon, even * Chriſt Jeſus: 
ed, hat promiſe y reacheth further then to 
norÞictorre Solewoy before Saul, in reſerving 


| e kingdome to. his poſterity, which 
= c ons from Saul , "agns 1 Sols- 

ns poſterity, the kingdome was cut off 
en. 82 Fechoniah : the promiſe therefore of 
ted (Rcrcy to Solomon above Saul , reacheth 
his the beſtowing of an heaycnly king- 
ad dome upon him. Beſides, in that place 


70 bl are promiſed, 
Firſt, Adoption, 7 will be his fatber,e+c. 
Secondly,cſtabliſhment in Gods houſe 
and kingdome : ſo that if the latter pro- 
miſe ſhould not evince his perſeverance, 
yet the former doth. | 
Secondly , this isto ſtirre us up to the 
meditation of this Booke, the 
more for the Pet-mans ſake. 
The 2,3,8 4.verſes {ing and ſhew forth 
ind ctate of the. Church in" Solomons 


time. 


2 Sam-7, 


12,13314+ 
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=," 2 $4m.7.12.46-opened. Chap.1 


vil)  thme. Verle 5. the eſtare ofthe Church a 


1 of all lx torh tothe "Kings cha 


verſe2. 


regard thereof. 


| 


well in Solomons time as in Rehoboam 
The verſes following to the ninth , 
eſtate of the Church in all the time 0 
Rehoboam 

In the Church of TL time, foure 

are ch E. 1 

PR. Solan - choyce of heavenly 
wiſdome , by which chiefly wee'en 
ſweet and familiar fe with C 


q 1 King.3.5.to 10. This is expreſſec 
Secondly, the ſweet favour and far 


of Solomons gifts and tothe 
ning of the love ind +dmiraton re 


ſons of men. 
_ : 


Thirdly:, the drawing and 
le: or his care ec 


A to the publick Wor 
their reſpe of him in 


urthly, the fall and deformity of the 
Church "by Idolatrous worſhip, and tc 
leration thereof in many z and "e 
beeping of "th of the nyo beauty of 


[Let him ki kiſſe me page my” 


courts of Selowmons 
bring on his þ 
ſhip of God; an 


nm 


{ his 
outh 
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| Chap. 1. . Kiſſes of ba wank, whe, 2 


mouth, &c.] It is 4 prayer ofthe Church, 
or (which is all one) ſome chiefe member 
of it , fora pledge of Chriſts ſweet and 
familiar acquaintance, and love, and fel- 
lowſhip with her : Kiſſes are pledges and 
incentives of love. ! Mer (ball kiſſe his lips 
that anſwereth »pright words. This is the 
effect of upright Anſwers , men kifle his 
lips ; but God kiſſing a mans lips , is the 
cauſe of mans anſwering upright words , 
his breathing into our mouths a rightan- 
ſwer, maketh ps ſpeake accordingly; as, 
on the contrary , when one anſwers per- 
verſly, unjuſtly, erroneouſly, Saran then 
hath kiſſed them with his kiſſes , hee 
hath fittten as a * lying ſpirit in their 
mouths. 

[The kiſſes of his mouth, ] which is more 
thenthe kiſſes of his lips ,, the one is a filent 
geſture of love, the other implyeth alſo 
amiable ſpeeches, when Chriſt, 

Firſt, bythe voyce of his Word, or 


, Second! the breath of his ſpirit 
doth thee > 7 " I 
Firſt , put wiſdome or grace into our 


Or 
Secondly, ſpeake peace or comfost to 

our ſoulcs, ih 

B Tcre- 


<— 


Plat. 119. 


98-110, 


- 


| 


| 9. ee cave 
'Þ i; 6 
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Spiritual wiſdome brings peace. Chap.r. 


CIſa.57- 
19. 


tP.ov.17. 


u Eccleſ, 
12,13» 


* Pros, 
22-35, 


Mat. 3-17. 


| y Pro.z.17 


*Pſa. 104, 
I 5-8 4+ 
6,7. 
Pro.3. 13. 
_ 5& 
31. 6,7. 
Jud.9.13. 
| 1 King. 3 
ASE 


1.7z10,1 I, 


2 Chron. ' 


— 


—_— 


| vour of God in giving wiſdome, and| 


Pro.16.10| 


ſ Tcreate the fruit of the lips, peace,peace, 
&c. Solomons ir Shan 4 - wn of 
God, as wickednefſle is folly ; t The begin- 
ning of this wiſdome is the feare of God, u the 
ad, of it is the keeping of Gods Commande- 
ments. This wiſdome who ſo findes,findes 
Chriſt, * the wiſdome of the Father, in 
whom God is well pleaſed with us, and 
in whom he(as it were) kiſſeth us : this 
wiſdome doth not only enable us-to walk 
godlily to our ſalvation, but likewiſe fits 
us to.goc in and out before our families, 
before our people , and ſo enlarges us to 
all dutics of our callings : And to walk in 
the wayes of this wiſdome, brings peace| 
to our ſoules, and to thoſe that live under | 
us. ? AU her paths are peace. 

For thy love is better then wine.) The fa- 
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thereby peace toa mans ſelfe and others: 
depending on him, is more worth then 
wine; (that is) then whatſoever makes 
the -heart of man * glad. This = er 
was powred out by Solomen , the c icleſt 
member of the Church inthis time,when 
he prayed for wiſdome, ft and preferred 
it before long life , riches, victory aver i 
his enemies, &c. pe 

r 


Chap. I, Spiritual! graces called ointmemts. 


17 


Orelſe this whole verſe may expreſſe 


of the deſire of the Church to Solomon, that 
1n- | he would expreſſe his love to her by his 
the |} divine Sentences , * and Bookes , and 
de- Songs, which are better then their civill 
des | peace, t then the ſitting 1under their own 
1 | Vincand Fig-tree, 

ind Becauſe of the ſavour of thy good oynt- 
his | ents. } Good ointments are the gifts and 
alk graces of Gods Spirit, ® But the anointing 
fits | which ye have received of him , &+c. ſo cal- 
1s, i led, becauſe they heale a broken heart as 
S tO I Þ oyle : the oyle of Gods grace heals the 
k 111 i bruiſes of the ſoule. 

acc Sccondly, as oyle doth make the face 
der Wo ſhine, «ſo doe they. 

Thirdly, 4 as by the holy oyles all the 
 fa- veſſels ofthe Tabernacle were conſecra- 
and ted ; ſo by theſe graces all the veſſels of 
1ers {mercy arc conſecrated to God, 
hen © Fourthly,by the oyntment were anoin. 
ikes Fred rotheir offices © Kings, f Prieſts,g and 


ſome Prophets, h{o by theſe graces are 
veanointed to God ourFarther in Chriſt, 
Kings, Prieſts, and Prophets. Savour is 

e manifeſtation of thele graces,as oynt- 


wer Wments are manifeſted by their ſavour, 
Thy name is as an oyntment powred forth.) 
Or B 2 Thar 


* Eccleſ. 
12-9, 


ti Kin.4. | 


25, 


Verſe 3. 


a Joh,z 27 


b Luke 10, 
34- 
Iſa.61.3- 


c Pla.104 


T 


Salomon honoured for his wiſdome. Chap.1. 


| bim: all the Kings ſent ro him, and of all 


That is , precious, ſweet, and famouſly 
renowned , Therefore doe the Virgins love 
thee, The Virgins in this Song are ſuch as 
Chriſt hath not yer eſpouſed to himſelfe, 
k nor ſpoken for in way of marriage z 
l ſuch as carnall Jewes, or the Gentiles, 
Love thee.) That is, 
Firſt, honourably eſteem thee. 
Secondly, affe& thy ſight and fellow- 


ſhip. 
Thirdly , Teeke after thee, = This was 
fulfilled in Solomon - his owne people re- 
verenced him.even all of them, his name 
was famous in all nations round about 


people, ſome came to hear his wiſdome. 
n The Queen of Sheba cometh from rhe 
uttermoſt parts of the earth to heare it, & 
counteth his people happy under it: Hiram 
King of Tyre bleſſedGod for his wiſdom, 

Draw me.” It may well be the ſpeech 
of Solomon to Chriſt, praying that Chriſt 
would draw him to the Father, neer untc 
him in holy duties, and promiſing rc 
bring all the People to run with him af- 
ter God, Or it may be the ſpeech of the 
Church to Solomon, defiring him to draw 
them together , by publick edits andy, 


- > - 


bs 


ES 


'Chap.r. What meant by Chambers. 


proclamations, to the ſolemne duties of 
Gods worſhip, and promiſing to come 
freely , ro runne together willingly inthe 
times of ſuch afſemblies ; which was 
doneP, 

The King hath brought me into his cham- 
bers.) That is, into thoſe bride-cham- 
bers, where Chriſt familiarly converſeth 
with them ; which were three. 

Firſt, the Tabernacle at Gibeon. 

Secondly, the Ark at Jeruſalem. 

Thirdly, the Temple. 

Into theſe , 4 Solomon brought the 
whole congregation of Iſrael ods 
ſacrifices. 

The words following in this verſe, 
ſhew a three-fold reſpeR which the peo- 
ple beare to Solomon. 

Firſt, they rejoyced in him. 

' Secondly,they remember his love bet- 
ter then wine. 

Thirdly, the upright love him. 

Thar rejoycing in him, ts recorded r: 
their remembrance of his love more then 
wine, is there alſo implied, fordeparting 
F from the meeting with ſuch glad hearts, 

they afterward remembred the comfort 


thereof, as more-bleſſed then the peace- | 


B 3 able 


p 2 Chro. | 
2. 2, ZI. 
Verſe 4. 


Solomon type of Chriſt. Chap... 


able living under their owne Vine and 
.Fig-tree. The love of the upright to him 
continued all his time, even when his 
wives, and hollow-hearted ſubjedts flat- 
tered him, and enticed him totoleration 
of Idolatrie. 

But conſider further , that Solomon, 
when hee is here ſet forth as the deſire, 
p_ and bleſſedneſle of all his people, 

e isthena type of Chriſt, greater then 
Solomon ; whoſe heavenly fellowſhip and 
inſtruction , the Church deſires above 
wine : whoſe graces are excellent, and 
procuring him love and renowne , of 
whom the Church prayeth to be drawn, 
and who leaderh us to fellowſhip with 
God in holy worſhip , whom therefore 
the peoplerejoyce in , and: remember his 
loveabove wine: the upright love him. 

This, firſt dothſhew us the happy eſtate 
of a Church or Crmmets wad when 
| men of place labour not for preferments 
or worldly. profits,” for honour or long 
life , but for wiſe and underſtanding 
hearrs, thatmay go in and out before the 
people in their callings , when they de- 
fire to be kiſſed with the kiſſes of Gods 
mouth , that he would breath into them 

UC 
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| Chap.r. How to get 4 g80d name. 


ſuch graces as be needfull for their places. 

Secondly, this ſheweth what procures 
a Magiſtrate love and reputation ; when, 
being inriched with Gods gu] z 4s 
ſweet oyntments , kee maniteſterh the 
ſweet ſavour thereof in all his admini- 
ſtrations, If any man deſire a good 
name,if any man defires love and relpeR, 
thitis the way to get it; fill your hearts 
with the good gifts and graces of God 
let Gods grace ſhew forth irſelfe in your 
ſpeeches, in your anſwers, in your praRi- 
ces; this oyntment will be ſtronger to 
get a good name, then any other noyſom 
thing to hinder it. The Virgins will love 

ou,for they rejoyce at your faith ; \ And 
by faith our elders were well reported of. 
By theſe, Solomon got a good name all the 
world over. 

Thirdly, this is ro teach a Magiſtrate 
to draw on the _ to holy duties, by 
all meanes he can, by his Proclamations, 
Lawes, and Examples. 

Fourthly , to few that the greateſt 
comfort of {ubje&s, and the ſtrongeſt 
loveto knit them in all hearty affeions 
to their Prince, is his forwardnefle in 


| drawing them on, and leading them an 
B4 end 


Liſe 2. 


ſHeb-11.2 


Uſe 4+ 


—T— 


a5, 
Text Ver. 


50 9, 


Verſe 5. 


Verſe 6, 


1} | Ver,y, 8. 


| ! | Verſeg, 


| b Verſe £ 
q. 


' end tothe holy duties of Gods worſhip. 
Draw me , and I will ranze after thet.. 
If Solomon once be drawne, all the people 
will come after rejoycing, when they 
ſhall ſee the Magiſtrate come. 
Fifthly , to ſhew us a figne of atrue 
- ——_ of Chriſt; ſuch a one preferceth 
cllowſhip with him above all things, de- 
lighting in his company , in his ordinan- 
ces. Thus did Paul, 4 I count all things loſſe 
and droſſe for Chriſt. So David , « Whom 


' | have T in heaven but thee ? 


I am blacke, yet comely, ec. © 

In theſe verſes is defcribed the eſtate 
of the Church. 

Firſt , of Iſracl and Judah, in the laſt 
dayes of Solomon , and then of Rehoboam, 

Secondly, of Judah alone. 

Thirdly ,- of 1fracl alone after the 
Apoſtaſie of the ten tribes. 

Fourthly, of Judah alone, in reſpeR of 
his civill _ under the ſervice of 
the King of Egypt. 

I Ys wo 1 The Church is ſet 
forth by a double adjunion,the one con- 
trary to the other, 7 am black, yet comety , 
and both theſe by compariſon : 

Firſt, black, as the tewts of Kedar. 


Secondly, 


How the Charch i black, Chaps. 
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| Chap.1. How the Church is black. 


Secondly , comely , as the curtaines or 
hangings of Solomon. 
Firſt, black, by rhe fall of Solomon 8. 


Secondly, by the folly of Rehoboaps h, 
Thirdly, 
1. By Profaneneſle., 

2. By Schiſme, 

3- By Apoſtafie. 

4. By the Rebellion cf rhe ten tribes i, 

Tet comely, | 

Firſt, by the preſent purity of Gods or- 
dinances in the Temple, 

Secondly , the conſtancy. of the up- 
right in cleaving to God,rto the King, t 
the houſe of God, and David; the hich 
was done in profeſſion by whole Judah 
and Benjamin , and the Iiraclites inhabi- 
ting in the Cities of Judah , but intruth, 
by the gee? I 

Tee Daug BF take eruſalem , &c. on; 
Children © - he Church are 

hrers rather then Sons,as being — 
pr as a pure Virgin for Chriſt t 
usband =, 

As thetemts of Kedar , &c.] Thar is, 
of the Arabians , who were called Sce- 
nith, or Nomede, for that they wandred 
up and downe , feeding their flockes in 
tents, 


— 


I zKin,1 2. 
17,20, 33. 


* Horten- 
fs Flavius 
Joſeph. 
Ant.z. 8 


rents, which they made of Goats haire , 
2 courſe ſtuff of it ſelfe , and being wea- 
ther-beaten,the more homely and black : 
Hereto the Prophet alludeth when he 


The Church like Kedars tents. Chap. 1.t 


calleth the Church of Iſrael » Aholah, 
and Jeruſalem Aholibah, my tent in her : 
for ſhe vras then as the curtains of Solomon. 

It was Davids griefe * that he was long 
converſant in the tents of Kedar : the 
Church was now like to theſe tents, 

Firſt, in their blacknefſe, which reſem- 
bled their adverſity. 

Secondly,in that ſhe now lived among 
the enemies of her peace, the ſons of her 
mother being angry with her. 

Thirdly , in that blacke and ſad de- 
fection which laid the foundation of the 
after Captivity , when the Church wan-| 


{ dred to Babel z her tent being removed| 


4s the curtaines of Solomon, or, ings z; 
having the name from the — 
ether. f Foſephws ſaith , that Solomons 
hals were hung with hanging of Babylo- 
niantapeſtrie in their courſes or ſuits, and 
the wall of Marble underneath moſt cu- 
riouſly wrought with rich Imagerie. It 
ſcemeth alſo , each hanging inwardly 
_ rich then other. Such was the 
eſtate 


| 
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| Chapsr- Deſpiſe nos the Church though black. 


eſtare of the Church in time of publicke 
defection, pure and richly graced inthe 
upright members, whom the better one 
inwardly knew , the more gracious they 
appeared, 

Look not upon me,becauſe 1 am black,erc.] 

This verſe hath two parts : 

Firſt, an admonition of the Church of 
Judahto the daughters of Jeruſalem, not 
to deſpiſe her , nor alienate themſelves 
from her inregard of her blackneſſe: or, 
as it is inthe Hebrew, Becauſe I am ſbe that 
am blacke. 

Secondly , a rendring a threefold 
Reaſon: 

Firſt, of her blackneſſe. 

Secondly, of their net deſpifing her 
for it. 

A third Reaſon is, 

Firſt, from the higheſt cauſc of her af- 
Aiion, The ſun hath looked upon me. 

Secondly,from the inſtrumental! cauſe, 
Re anger of her mothers children againſt 
cr. 

Thirdly , for the meritorious cauſe, 
which ſhee acknowledgeth was wholly 
in her ſelfe, her not m_— well her 


own vineyard , aggravated by the divers 
degrees. 


— 


Verſe 6. 


Two parts 


4 


What meant by the Sunne. Chap.1. 


degfees,though they made herthe keeper 
of the vineyards. 
Look not upon me; That is, 


Firſt, with a ſcorching eye, Sun-burn- 


ing me, making me ſtill more blacke by 
your diſdaine and ſeparation, as the Sun 
is ſaid to looke upon, that is, with a 


ſcorching eye. 
Sccondl , with a piercing eye, as the 


Vultures doe, whereof peaketh o, 
uſing the ſame word here uſed ofthe Sun, 
which ſpicth out what he may faſten up- 
on, any corruption or carrion, 

The Sunne. That is, God » hath look- 
cd upon me with a ſcorching zeye, in dif- 
pleaſure ; for he was angry with Solomon. 
9 It camenot by chance,or cirill cauſes in 
polity , but by divine procurement; and | 
therefore the daughters of Jeruſalem to 
make ſuchan uſe of it as not toalienate 
themſclves the more from God by it : 
that which cometh from God ſhould| 
draw us neerer to God; He did it to ſer us | 
more Kings in the Common-wealth, as | 
_ had more —— the wma | 
" The [onnes of my mother were anory with | 
mee." Foe IT tentribes in £47 | 
ded : 1 yea thisanger ofthe tribes was ex- | 


ceſhve, 


Chap-1, What meant by Vines. 


cefſive, when it brake forth ito ſuch cx- 


"Bs tremity , and therefore they rather to be 
F reproved, thenthe Church diſdained, 
"= They made me the keeper of the Vines. ] 
b Firſt, God, , 
| Secondly, allthe tribes. 
__ Of the Vines.) That is, of all the Chur- 
ches », / | 
But mine owne Vineyard have I net kept. 
= That is , not the Churches of Judah and 
m_ |} Jervfalem , Idolatry and Superſtition 
 * \creeping in. 
_ No not the Vines of mine own houſe, 
ol. (i my wives * from falling ro Idolatry, and 
4;f. 8 {educing my ſelfe to toleration of it, 
Tell me, Oh thou , &c.} This verſe con- 
"7" "lf taineth, 
= Firſt,a Prayer of the faithfull diſperſed 
| to ( throughout the ten tribes, and comman- 
nate (i 9d by Jeroboamto goe no moreto wor- 
5+ « (ff ſhip at Jeruſalem, bur togoe to Danand 
md | Bethel , :defiring to know whither to re- 
WY fort to find Chriſt feeding his ſheep ® 1h 
TU5 BY beare his woyce. 
IT 8 Secondly, a Reaſonto prevent her tur- 
"1 ning aſide to ſuperſticious worſhip, by 
11" following fuch Teachers as will noe be 


f{ubordinate to Chriſt , a ** 


* 
: A 
1 
1.8 28 
! 116 
ul 


b r King. 
13. 28,31. 
Verſe 8. 


c 2 Chro. 
TI.T3, 14, 
16. 


d 2 Chro, 
r3-I10, I, 


Verſe 9. 


his direRion , but companions with him, 
—_ to preſcribe with like authority 
as himſelfe in his worſhip b. 

If you know not.) This verſe containeth 
Chriſts anſwer : where obſerve, 

Firſt, a Compellation , 0h thou faireſt 


amone (t women. 


Lawfull Prieſts are Shepherds. Chap.1-| 


Secondly,a Suppoſition, If thou knoweſt 
not : as if he ſhould ſay, it is muchthou 
ſhouldeſt not know. 

Thirdly , a DireQton to follow in this 
caſe, 

Firſt, the footſteps of the true ſheep of 
Chriſt, who went up all to Jeruſalem <. 

Secondly,the tents of the Shepheards, 
the lawfull Prieſts, who were there alſo : 
d There they feed the kids and young 
ones , 'who clſe might intime grow ram- 
miſh and rank with ſuperſtitious and bad 
Miniſters, | 

1 have compared thee.” Here the civill 
eſtate ofthe Church of Judah'is deſcri- | 
bed , for after that-the recourſe of the 
faithfullPrieſts and Levites had ſtrength- 
ned the hand of Rehoboam, * he fell away, 
and moſt of Iſrael with him : wherefore 
God ſent Pharaoh Shiſhak (for all the 
Kings of Egypt were called Pharaohs) to | 
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Chap.t. The Church comparedto horſes. 
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ſubdue them to his ſervice. So thenthe 
Church of Judah is here ſet forth, 

Firſt, by her ſervice to Pharaoh, as if, 
like horſes, they drew in Pharaohs trium- 
phant chariotd. Foſephws ſaith , this $hi- 
ſhak was Seſoftris , of whom Herodotus 
—_ : yea, of him ſaith Diodorus Sicu- 
w,that he cauſed Kings as horſes to draw 
in his chariots. . 

Secondly , by her acceptance to God 
in this ſervice , I have compared thee to the 
company of my horſes : and ſo. in the He- 
brew, becauſe they had ſubmitted them- 
ſelves under Gods juſt hand <, If Solomon 
had ſpoken of any of his wives or concu- 
bines,it had been a monſtrous and abſurd 
compariſon to liken them to coach-hor- 
ſes. Alſo becauſe this is a marriage-ſong, 
he ſetreth downe exprefly no diſmall 
thing to interrupt bride-chamber joy,but 


compariſon darkly. | 
This ſhewes us what it is that makes 
the Church blacke, wherein the defor- 
mity of ir ſtands,in the fall and fins of the 
le, and of the Princes,in declining to 
dolatry in their folly,ſchiſmes,and rents 
from their mother , profancneſſe, apo- 


ſtaſie, 


vaileth the ſervice under this magnificent | 


d 2 Clirs. 
13.8. 


e 2 Chro. 
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Idolatry makes the Church black. Chap. 


ſtafie , and rebellion in the Church and 
Common-wealth. Theſe doe darken 
faireſt Churches. 

If Solomon ſhall ſet up other Gods, 
God will ſer up forain Princes in his king- 
dome. If he and his people will ſerve 
other gods, God will cauſc his Princes 
to draw in forain Princes chariots : if we 
be at unity with other gods, God will þ 
at cnmity with us. 

Secondly,this doth ſhew us there may 
beatrue comely Church in the middeſt 
of ſuch deformities, yet the true Church 
of God in the greateſt darkneſs is alwaie 
comely, It is not the fins of Princes and 
people that can take away the Churche 
comelineſle ; they may bring blackneſſe 
upon her , like to the tents of Keday : but 
draw theſe curtaines aſide , and you ſhal 
finde that Gods Church is comely,like te 
the curtains of Selomon. Run we not there- 
fore from the Church becauſe of he 
blackneſle, but run to her , and embrace 
her in her moſt ſad defeQions. 

- Thirdly, to teach the children of the 
Church not to ſeparate from the Church 
for corruption ſake , not to looke onel 

at her corruptions, but to ſee her w_ 


Chap.r. The Church true though black. 


neſſe alſo ; and not adde afflition to the 
afflicted : much leſſe are we to think they | 
in Bohemia, and inthe Palatinate, are no 
Churches, for that they arc now ſunne- 
burnt. The ſun, even God, hath looked 
upon them and it is not their mothers 
children , butthe baſtards of the Roman 
Harlot have been angry with her. Let us 
not then look atthem with a vultures eye, 
as though we would behold nothing-but 
corruption and carrion:nor with aſcorch- 
ing eye,make them more black: but with 
a child-like eye, to pity them for their 
Wl calamity and blackneſfſe which is befallen 
on! them. 

Fourthly , obſerve that the calamities 
of the Church ſpring nor our of the duſt, 
but it is God that cauſeth darknefſe upon 
the Church : yea, to ſpeake reverently, it 
is he that lookes at her with a ſcorching 
eye; he ſearcheth her finnes, and, findin 
them out, doth blaſt her thar ſhe is tann' 
and ſun-burnt. If then it be Gods hand, 
let us pity the Church ſo much the more, 

© and ſtrive with God to rencw the light of 

his countenance upon her. 
Fifthly , it was a fin in them to be an- 
gry with the Church , as ſome of the Se- 
Cc para- 
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| F 32 This Sone penned after Solomons fall. Chap. t+| 


aration are,and doe depart from us ; and 
it is not a little finne and fault in us to de-| 
ſpiſe other Churches in diſtrefſſe. What] 
and if ſome caſt off England, ſhall we rc-| 
ject it becauſe ſome of the ſons of her mo-| 
ther do ſo 2 How much lefſe then when} 
the ſons, not of a mother but of a harlot, 
hate the Churches beyond the ſeas'? ſhall 
we then reje& the Church 2 God forbid, 
Sixthly , this teacheth us concerning 
Solomon, that, 
Firſt, he repented of his fall, acknow- 
ledged his being wanting of keeping his 


- a a as 4a. — — _ 


owne Vine : and 

Secondly,he wrote this Song after his 
fall and repentance : clſe, if he had fore- 
told his fall, and repentance before it was 
done, it might ſeem like the Jeſuites Po- 
piſh repentance , who confeſle to their 
Prieſts their ſinne before they commit it, 
But he penned it after his fall,to aſſure us 
the more of his ſalvation, which ſome 
make doubt of. 

Seventhly, this ſhewes us, ſuch ſouls 
are the faireſt and moſt -beautifull in 
Chriſts cyes as (not reſting in the com- 
mandements of governments touching 
matter of Religion, but) doe ſceke for the 
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Chap. i. Whobeawifull in Chrifts eyes. 


Y true Qhurch and pure worſhip of God, 

and follow it, though with negle& of 
their * ſuburbs and poſſeſſions. Chriſt | + Chron. 
f calleth thoſe the faireſt among women | :3-14916. 
who here enquire after him, and ſell F all —_ _ 
to follow him : ſotheſe that want meanes | Luke 18, 
of ſalvation at home, are deſirous to ſeek | 2228: 
after them , and where they finde them, eq ng 
there they goe; and part with any thing 
to enjoy the purity of Gods worſhip and 
ordinances : theſe in Gods account are 
the worthieſt Chriſtians. 

Eightly, here is ſhewed two markes of 
the true Church of God , doe any doubt 
whether God be God or Baal,and do halt 
between two opinions,not knowing whe- 
ther to joyn with Rome or England? Goe | Ver: 8. 
then out by the foot-ſteps of the flockes , 
where the faithfull hearing Chriſts voice 
reſort, and will not heare any.voyce but 
Chriſts,follow thoſe : now times are ſuch 
(bleſſed be God) as every one may finde 
out where the Church is, bur in the caſe 
of blackneſs and darkneſs, enquire then, 

Firſt , for ſuch as will hearc no voyce 
but Chriſts, and follow then the foot- 
ſteps of the flocke : ſee where they feed, 
there joyne your ſclyes. 

: C2 _ Sveoonty; 
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34 The Church forſakes God,and he her. Chap.1, 


| Secondly,where you find faithfull Mi- 

niſters, P1ieſts,as Aarons ſons,and Levires 
anointed with heavenly graces , thither 
carry your kids,there plant your familics 
to be fed under ſuch ſhepheards. 

Laſtly , wee may ſee here when the 
Churth negles Gods ſervice, God gives 
her up to the ſervice of forain Princes, to 
draw as horſes in Pharaohs chariots : and 
yet being humbled for this, God wil have 
mercy on her,and fo diſpoſe of it,that her 
ſervice ſhall not be baſe , for God will 
make them to draw his yoke,though they 
draw it in the yoke of torain Princes, as 
Rehoboam and his people did f, | 

Thy cheeks are comely with rowes of jewels. 
The eſtate of the Church 1s here deſcri- 
bed, as it was in the dayes of Abijam, in 
theſe words , Thy cheekes are comely with 
jewels and as it was in the dayes of Aſa, 
both in the ſame words, and inthe words 
following to the end of Verſe 11, 

Thy cheeks.) That is, the outward face 
of the Church are comely with rowes of 
jewels: that is , with keeping their right 
place and order, and manner of Gods 
owne ordinances, 

This 4b;jam proclaimeth himſclfto _ 

the 
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Chap. I. - What meant by Cheeks. 


35 


the houſe of 1ſracl : 5 But as for ws (ſaith 
he) the Lord is our God, we have not forſaken 
him, the Prieſts which miniſter unto the Lord 
are the ſons of Aaron; and the Levites waite 
upon that buſineſſe , and they burne unto the 
Lordevery morning and every evening burnt 
ſacrifices and fweet incenſe : the ſhew-bread 
alſo they ſet in order upon the pure table. 

It was not fo with the Honſe of Iſrael, 
though Abijahs heart was not ſo upright 


Church, her checkes (as it were) were 
comely with the orderly keeping and ob- 
ſerving the ordinances of God : yea, and 
comely alſo was the face of the Church 
looking up to God in diſtreſſe, i which 
moved him to deliver you from Jeroboam. 

Thy neck with chaines of gold.] 

Chaines of gold are wholeſome lawes, 
binding like chaines, to keep the worſhip 
of God and true Religion pure as gold , 
ſuch lawes are called s ly k This was 
done inthe dayes of Aſa, when heremo- 
ved the Altarsofthe ſtrange gods, pulling 
down the high places, breaking the Ima- 
ges, and cutting down the Groves « com- 
manded Judah to ſeeke the Lord God of 
their fathers , and the people willingly 
C3 ſub- 


as Davids h, yetthe outward face of the n 


[4 2 Chro. 
13-10,11, 
I 2, 


Three thines in Aſa's Reformation. Chap.1 


15.3. 


rs. 8, 


FT F-16, 


n 2 Chro. 


Verſe 11, 


o Pro. 19. 


3- Thiogs, 


p 2 Chro, 


q 2 Chro, 


- | {ubmitted themſelves 1 roenter into a cc 


venant or law,that y_ pain of death all 
the people ſhould ſeek the Lord onely. 
We will make thee.) This ſheweth t 
forwardneſſe of the people to joyne wit 
Aſain reforming Religion, and adorning 


| the Church, as 15 recorded , 


Borders of gold.) That is,the borders of 
the kingdome, pure as gold by cleanſing 
and putting away all the Idols our of all 

uarters of Judah, yea, and of Benjami 
alſo,and mount Ephraim, the very skirts 
and frontiers , and borders of the king 
dome n, 

Studs of ſilver.) In workes of gold, are 
ſuch eminent knobs as adorne the worke 
with variety of colours, and metall , ani 
workmanſhip *. 

Such like eminent works which did : 
dorn Aſa's reformation of the Church, e 
ven to the very borders, were theſe thre 

Firſt, his renewing of the Altars of the 
Lord before the Porch P. 
| Secondly , thedepofing of his mothe 
from her Regency, for her Idolatrie ſak 
and defacing her Idol! 4, 

|Thirdly,the conſecrating,and bringing 
into Gods houſe, his fathers and wo 


| 


Chap:1. ""Thewordlite 10 ſþikenard. 


dedicated Veſlels of gold and filver*. 

While the Kine fitteth at his table.)} That 
is,whiles Feboſepha ſits at reſt and peace, 
refreſhing himſelfe at home , ! God eſta- 
bliſhing his kingdome in his hand,and gi- 
ving him riches & honors in abundance. 

My ſpikenard. An ointment of all others 
moſt precious, * of all other ſpices ſpike- 
nard is of greateſt eſtimation. This the A- 
poſtle 1o4n calleth very coſtly, wherewith 
our SaviourChriſt was anointed by Mary. 

oy __ is here meant the preach- 
ing of the Word, which is of all favours 
the moſt precious, even the ſavour of life 
unto life. 

'When 7ehoſaphat was eſtabliſhed in reſt 
and peace , he ſent forth the Pricſts and 
Levites, to carry the ſweet ſavour of the 
word _ = = the _—_— _ 

A bun -] Myrrh isan odo- 
riferous tree , thee nm out a ſweet 

me called Stade, which is preferred 
ore all others. 

This _ = called _ the tree 
Myrrh , his ſmell is & and fragrant , 
. fit to preſerve Gempaetibicn zand 
it is of much uſe in embalming, and God 
himſelf recounteth it amongſt the princi- 
pall ſpices *, C 4 Be- 


Verſe 12. 


ſ 2 Chro, 
17.15. 


Verſe 12: 
* Plin. lib, 
11,C2- 12, 


Idemibid, 


Who the Churches breafts. Chay.z.| 


” | 38 


Verſe 13. 
1 Pet.2.2, 


| 


. | Judahr. Thus theſe Princes were as a 


| ligion or civill Juſtice v. Yea, and Feho- 


| Gods worſhip *, 


Betweene my breaſts.) The breaſts are 
rhoſethat give milk , the ſincere milke of 
the Word to the Churches children, to 
wir, the Prieſts and Levites. Theſe when 
Fehoſaphat ſent forth to give milke to the 
cities of Judah,he ſent with them a com- 
pany of Noblemen, religious Princes, 
who added the more authority to the 
Prieſts and Levites, and are therefore 
themſelves ſaid to teach in the cities of 


bundle of Myrrh amongſt the Prieſts and 
the Levites, to decide all controverſies 
amoneſt the people, both in matters con- 
cerning God and the King; to preſerve 
the people, and one another free from 
corruption inall matters, whether of Re- 


_ himſelfe repreſenting Chriſt the 
hurches welbeloved upon carth, he re- 
ſted in the boſome of the Church as a 
bundle of Myrrh , ſweet, and ſtrongly 
reſerving the people from corruprion : 
_ Beerſheba ro mount Ephraim hee 
went about, throughout all the people,to 
_ them backe againe to the purity of 


As acluſter of camphire.] Camphure is 
a 


RD — 


| Chap.1. chrift 4s camphire to his Church. 


2 ſhrub for ſmell like unto ſpikenard, wa- 
ſting the obſtruction of the ſpleene, and 
by the very ſmell of it making men wege- 


getiores , and firmiores , more lively and 


more _—_ ; yea, and available alſo a- 
eainſt the biting of ſerpents: ſuch was 
Chriſt to his Church, when the children 
of Moab and Ammon, and mount Seir, ga- 
thered themſelves rogether againſt the 
children of Iſracl in Engedi, for by the 
miniſtry of Pehaziel, he made Fehoſaphat 
and his people, 

Firſt, more ſtrong in faith, to reſt on 
God and his Word. 

Secondly, more lively and heartily to 
praiſe God : yea,and he ſaved them from 
their enemies, themſelves nor ſtriking a 
ſtroke, though their enemies the breed of 
= old ſerpent put them before in great 
care. 

Behold, thon art faire my love, behold, thou 
art faire.) The doubling of the words ex- 
preſſeth the ſuperlative degree, by an uſu- 
all Hebraiſme , faire faire , that is, very 
faire : which ſheweth the eſtate of the 
Church in Hezekiahstime ,*who returned 
and ſet the Prieſts and Levites in their 
courſes,reſtored their burnt ſacrifices and 

obla- 


NT 


2 Chron 


20, I4z1 s, 
Is,-20, 


verſe 21, 
JL3L3,24. 


verſe 3,12 


Verſe 15, 
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The Cherch faire under Hezekiah. Chap. I.| 


2 Chron. 
29.& 30. 
& 31. ver- 
Tb. 

Verſe rs. 
Plin. lib. 
10.c4P-34+ 


Verſe 16. 


” 


oblations, ſanihed the Prieſts,called all 
the people to the Paſlcover, prayed for 
their m_—_  "" away all the Images, 
Groves, and high Places. 

Thos ha#t doves eyes, ] That is, chaſt and 
loathing uncleanneſle,as Pliny reports the 
dovesto be. Hexzekiah loathed eventhe 


| monuments of Idolatry, even the brazen 


Serpent, (though ſometimes Gods ordi- 
nance) when once the people went a 
whoring after it : ſo by this means,abuſes 
crept into the Church, in the dayes of 
Foram, Uriah, Forham, Ahaz, are not re-| 
corded till _— come to — Fr 
the joy of the marriage-ſong ſhould be 
rar by the mentionof >. ſad occur- | 
' rerices 3 whence allo it is, that the abuſes| 
that crept in after the death of Hezekiah, | 


| in the dayes of <Maneſſehand Ammon,are| 


not mentioned till their cleanſing came, | 
recorded in the dayes of 7ofiah. 
Behald,thou art faire my beloved, yea plea-| 
ſant,alſo onr bed is green. This is the eſtate| 
of the Church in the dayes of good 7o-] 
fiah, who reformed it to the like eſtate of| 
purity and beauty as in the dayes of He-| 
zekiah , yea, in this he exceeded him, 


in taking away the high places which 
Solomon 


| Chap. 1, 'Theeſtate of the Charch under Joſiah. qu 


Solomon had built for his wives Idols, as 
alſo ſome other corruptions of Aharz, ver. 
12, and beſides, he made all the people 
ro worſhip the Lord onely , andto ſerve 
him *, | 

Yea pleaſant.) It beirf more then faire, 
ſo young a man to work ſo greata worke 
of reformation. 

Onur bed is ereene.] The houſe of God 
was the Temple , the bed in the houſe 
were the ordinances of God, wherein 
God was wont familiatly to embrace his 
ſpouſe, and ſhe him. 

Theſe in Foſrahs time flouriſhed in 

cateſt purity, t ſo that there was no 

aſſcoyer like unto his. 

Onr bed is green. It is an allufion to the 
ſpring time , when the worſhip of God 
began to flouriſh againe, after a winter 
time of miry and dirty pollutions. 

The beames of our houſe are cedar , and our 
rafters (or walls er galleries) of firre. ] Theſe 
words ſet ont the beauty of the Church, 
mr 
made b ah, 

The Age to obſerve the ſeverall 
beanties and ornaments of the Church, 
which are, 

Firſt, 


tro 


cgard of the repaires of the Temple | 


—— — 


» King, 
23-I 3» 


* 2 Chron. 
34-33333+ 
2 Chr. 34, 


1,7, : 


f 2Chron) 


35.18, 


Verſe 19; 
2 Chro.34 


$14. 


Uſer. 


F | 3> Good Lawes hinder not Chriſtian liberty, Ch.1. 


Firſt, to enjoy each ordinance of God 
| in his ranke and place : it is as if the 
cheekes , or open face of the Church 
were decked with rowes of jewels. Fero- 
boam made Prieſts of the baſeſt of the 
people z and ſuchdefe or corruption of 
Gods ordinances , is a blemiſh conſpicu- 
ous inthe face of the Church. 

Secondly , good Kings ought to put 
upon their people wholeſome Lawes, 
and ſtrait binding tothe purity of Religi- 
on and the worſhip of God : it is no im- 
peachment to their Chriſtian liberty as 
Anabaprtiſts dote , but an ornament to 
their beauty, making their necks comely 
as with chaines of gold. It was the com- 
mandement of Aſs, * Wheſoever would not 
ſeek the Lord God of Iſrael , ſhould be put to 
death. F And Joſiah tok away all the abomi- 
nations out of all the Countries that pertained 
tothe children of Iſrael , "and all that 
were preſent to + even to ſerve the Lord 


their God. 

Thirdly , people to be ready tobinde 
themſelves by ſolemn covenant and oath 
to keep ſuch Lawes , and to afliſt their 
Princes 1n cleanſing their uttermoſt bor- 
ders and corners of the kingdome from 


Super- 


Chap.1. Miniſters ſent out and countenanced. 


Superſtition and Idolatry ; and it is no | 
impeachment of Chriſtian liberty to bow | 
to Chriſtian Lawes : yea, it is the om_ 
of a Chriſtian Church to weare thoſe 
chaines, thoſe Lawes, which were made 
for the good of the Church , and it was 
their profaneneſſe and rebellion ther ſay, 
* Let us break their ban1s aſunder , and caſt 
away their cords from us. 

Fourthly,Princes to ſend forth ſavou- 
ry and gracious Minifers into all quar- 
ters of their dominions , that all their 
people may taſte and feele how ſweet 
the preaching of the Word is. This is the 
ornament of a Church, when Chriſtian 
Princes ſo provide.thar all places may be 
furniſhed with preaching Miniſters ; 
this is to opena box of ſpikenard that the 
{mell thereof may flow forth;but to leave 
them reliſhed with the dregs of Superſti- 
tion, this isa blemiſh. 

Fifthly,to ſee that the Nobles and Ma- - S. 
giſtrates countenance Prieſts and Levires, | *** 7 
] and by their authority to give the free 
paſſage to the Word, and roprevent di- 
ſturbances which elſe might be offered 
to Miniſters intheir Churches , yea, all 
Magiſtzates to prevent corruptions 1n 
matters, 


Inveterate abuſes to be removed. Chap.r. | 


matters, whether of Religion or civill Ju- 
ſtice, is as if a bundle of Myrrh ſhould 
lodge inthe breaſts ofthe Church. 
Sixthly, the Lord Jeſus to refreſh and 
——_— the hearts and ſpirits of his 
people in publicke calamities; and to ſave 
them from the malignity and venome 
thereof,he is thenas acluſter of camphire 
to the Church in the vineyards of Enge- 
di, as he was to Tehoſaphat and his people 
* when they knew not what to do. Chriſt 
is an ornament, and encourageth both 
Prieſt , Prophet, and Prince , to ſing a 
Pſalme of Thankeſgiving, And ſuppoſe 
enemies ſhould be as a cluſter in che bor- 
der of the Church, how eaſe a thing is it 
for God to —_— and beas acluſter | 
of camphire,to ſtrengthen and encourage | 
them againſtrheſe biting ſerpents. 
Seventhly , not ro foſter and tolerate 


inveterate corruptions , though received 
from worthy Anceſtors , but to hate all 
abuſes in Gods worſhip , even the very 
monuments of Idolatry , and to take 
them away , as Hezekiah did the brazen 

dto ſet each ordinance of God 
in his place : the Church then is very fair, 


ſhe hath doves eyes. | 
Eightly," 


| to come intoa harlots bed, decked with 
| the laces of ta 


Chap.1. God can purge a corrupt Church. 


Eightly , young Princes to begin be- 
ſes. ro oh 5 their hearts ro har Aa- 
buſes inthe Church, to imitate the beſt 
of their predeceſſors ; yea, and to go be- 
yond them,as Foſiah did, and to reſtore 
Gods worſhip to her native beauty and 
inccgrity. It is a faire, yea, a pleaſant 
thing to behold this forwardneſſe in any, 
much more in young Princes. 

Ninthly,to enjoy the worſhip of God, 
p from all Superſtition, Idolatry, 
and from all devices of men; it isasifa 
bed were greene, freſh, flouriſhing and 
fruitfull: in ſuch worſhip Chriſt delights 
to reveale and communicate himſelte fa- 
miliarly with his people, and loveth not 


ic of . 
Tenchly, ſuppoſe the Church apa? 
and againe be laid waſt,ſo that in ſtead of 
camphire is Maſle and Idolarry it is an 
eafie thing with God to ſend a Foſucb, to 
root out ſuch Superſtitions , that though : 
abuſes crept into the Church for three or 
four Princes lives , yet God can cleanſt 
and reform her, as he did in Poſtahs time. 
God lookes not at the ions of his 


Church, thereby to loath her,but to heal 


A———— — 


Uſe 8. 


Uſe 9. 


Pro. 7.16. 
Uſe 10, 
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l = Chriſt delights in pare ordinances. Chap.1i 


2 1Per. 2, 
I 4+ 


Plin. lib, 
I3+-CAP. 5. 


| her, and thereby to glorific hisgrace in 


her recovery, rather then his holineſſe in 
the diſcovery of her pollutions. , 
The bed is here mentioned in the ſpring 
of her flouriſhing , when it began to wax 
green, not inthe winter ſeaſon of her dir- 
ty pollutions z and before, the chaſt eyes 
of the dove recorded,abhorring unclean- 
neſle, not the eyes full of adultery, bring- 


when there is any Superſtitious worſhip, 


when it is purged, then is the bed green; 


there Chriſt delighteth to be. 


dar, and her walls or galleries with firre : 
cedar is famous for durableneſſe, endu- 
ring even toeternity , ſaith Pliny : firre is 
acceptable for his ſweetneſſe , and while 
he groweth , for his heighth, ſtreight- 
nefle and perpetuall greennefle : Solomon 
houſeorTemple was of old alively type, 
ly, | 
Fin , of the humane body of Chriſt, 


* [the Temple of the Deity. 


Secondly ,- of the myſticall body of 
Chriſt, 


ing ſpiricuall pollutions into the Church :| 
there it is over = with winter, but] 
when Gods ordinances are kept pure,| 


Eleventhly , it is an ornament of the} 
.Church to reſtore her with beames of ce- 


| 


Chap.1. 4 decayed Church how zobe repaired. 


49 


Chriſt, his Church or congregation , 
x Cor, 3.16. Chriſts humane body never 
decaycth,and therefore needeth no repai- 
ring : his myſticall body the Church , if 
it fall into ; through corruption of 
Doctrine or Worſhip , it may be moſt 
fitly repaired, 

Firſt, by laying in the walls of the 
Church ſuch ſolid and crernall truths of 
God, as may hold up the walls of the 
building. 

Thus Luther reſtored rhe Church by 
layingthis beame of cedar, the Doctrine 
of free Juſtification by Chriſt. 

Secondly, by ſetting up ſuch worſhip 
and workes for the people to walke in, as 
are truly ſweet and amiable in Gods fight, 
ſpringing from freſh and green ſincerity, 
growing up to the heavens ; thele are like 

lleries of firre, whereas vowes of per- 
eQion,and works of ſupercrogation,and 
all other reliques and rags of Popery , are 
no better then r2tten and moth-caren 


-wood, fit fucll forthe fire, 


D 


x Cor. 3. 
16. & 6. 
9, 


Luther, 


— a 
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CHAP. 2, 


Am the roſe of Sharon, and the lilly of the vallies 
2 As the lilly among thornes, ſo is my love 
among the daughters. 

3 As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, 
ſo is my beloved among the ſorines 3 T ſate downe 
der bis ſhadow with great delight, and bis fruit we 
ſweet to my taſte. - 

4 He brought me ban g bouſe, « 
bis banner over me w 

5 Stay me with flagFons,comfort me with apple 
for T am ſicke of love. 

6 His left band is under my bead, and bis rig! 
band-doth embrace me. 
| 7 I charge you, O yee daughters of Feruſalem, | 

toe 


o—_ . cbs <- * - OY ——_ - 
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Chap-2. The: Song of ſongs. 


the Roes, and by the Hinds of the field, that ye ſtirre 
not up, nor awake my love till be pleaſe. 

$ The poyce of my beloved bebold, be cometh legs 
ping upon the mountaines, skipping wpen the hills. 

9 My beloved is like'a Roe, or young Hart : be- 
bold, be ſtandeth bebind our wall , be looketb forth at 
the window, ſhewing himſelfe through the lattice. 

10 My beloved (pak, and ſaid uo me , Riſe up 
my love, my faire one, and come away. 

11 For lee , the winter is paſt, the raine is over 
and gone, ' 

12. The flowers appeare on the earth, the time f 
the ſinging of birds js come, and rhe voyce of the turtle 
is heard in our land. 

13 The figtree putteth forth ber greene figs, and 
the vines with the tender grape give a good {mell, 
Ariſe my love, my faore one, and come away. + 

I 4 0 my dove | thou art in the clefts of the rocke, 
in the ſecret place of the ſtaires, let me ſee thy counte- 
nance, let me beare thy voyce , for ſweet is thy woyce, 
ant! thy countenance i comely. | 

15. Take «s the foxes, the little foxes, that ſpoile 
the vines, for our vines bave tender grapes. 

16 My beloved is mine, aud Iam bys : be feedeth 
among. the lillies. 57 | 

17 Untill the day breake , and the ſbhadowes flee 
away : turn my beloved, and be thoulike a Roe , or a 
young Hart upon the mountgines of ether, 


Chriſt how « Roſe. —Chap.2.| 


Tur EXPLANATION. 


Cant.2.verſe 1. 1 am theroſe of Sharon,and 
the lilly of the vallies. 


"JH cſtare of the Church from Fo- 

ſeahs reyaire of the Temple, (in the 

_ verſe of the laſt chapter) 1s deſcribed 
ere, 

Firſt, before the coptrity , verſe 1, 2, 
under the laſt dayes of Foſiah , Fehoahax,| 
Fehojakim,Fehojachin, and Zedechiah, | 

Secondly, in the captivity, , "18 

1. At home, the remnant, ver. 3. | 

2. Abroad, in Babylon, ver.4.—7. | 


Thirdly,inthe after the captivity,| 


where is deſcribed, 

I. Her calling out of captivity, to re- 
turne and worſhip in Jeruſalem, verſe] 
$.—13, | 

Secondly.,. her cſtate at Jeruſalem ril{] 
the dayes of the Maccabees, verſe 14. 
—I7 

IT amtheroſe.] The role is, | 

Firſt, lovely for beauty, 

Secondly,{weet for ſmell z comforting | 
both heart and braine. | 
| : Thirdly, wholeſome for uſc and medi-| 
cinable. / 


—_—— i — 


Chap.2. Chriſt how 4 Lilh. 


lying under Baſhan , where the 
heards were wont to feed, excellent for. 
fatneſſe and fruitfulneſſe, - 

Azndthe lily. The lilly is,firſt, fragrant. 

Secondly, faire, yet of the vallies, 
where the heards uſe to feed, as in 
Sharon. 

Theſe words then ſet forth the Chur- 
ches complaint of that rime, as ſome In- 
terpreters of chicfe worth have concei- 
ved itz though the words may as fitly be 
uttered by Chriſt himſelfe, to ſet forth 
both his owne diſpoſition and the Chur- 
ches cſtare. | 

The firſt , hee was then the roſe of 
the field, the lilly of the yallies, to ſhevz, 
that when the Church deſpiſed him, 
to converſe with her in the Temple, 
and the Worſhip there celebrated : 
* Hee was now ready to leaye his 
Temple, and to be a Catiary to his 
Church abroad. 

Secondly, Chriſt is here deſcribed ac- 
cording to the eſtate of the Church of 
thar time, which wanted culture, orde- 
ring and drefling , thornes and bryars 


[-| growing up in the Church, and not wee- 


D 3 ded 


af Shovk ]- Sharon was a fruitful | 
field 


54 The Charch low a roſe add lilly. Chap-2. | 


*25 -» od ded out : * The wickedare as thornesand 
. | bryars, Fand ſtore of ——_ growing up 
inthe Church. 

When the Church 'is as a gardetin- 
. | cloſed 2, then bryars and thorns are wee- 
ded out ; but neither Magiſtrate nor Mi- 
niſter did his duty in removing offences 
in thoſe dayes : Þ ſo lillies of the field are 
taken for lillies negleed, which neither 
| | take care for hs ren nor others take |il 
care for them. 
; Thirdly,as the roſe ofthe field, or lil- 
lies of the vallies , or lilly amongſt the 
thornes, is continually, 

_ gm to be pricktand rent with | 
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decently , trodden under-foot by the 
heards of beaſts, ſo the Church was then 
ſubjeR, 

1. To bevexed with the wicked grow- 
ing up with her. 
| - 4. To be trodden under-foot by the| 
beaſts of the field , the Babylonians, the 

tians, 

c 2 Chro. | f rugs how ſweet a Roe ! how faire| 
35-22,23» | a Lilly | yethow untimely troddendown 
+ |]by Nehb? Theother Kings wereplaced, 
| 3Chro. 36, diſplaced, impriſoned 4 and the whole 
= | __ kingdome 
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Chap:2 Chriſt in Gedaliah ap apple tree. 
kingdome withthem, at the pleaſure of 
the Babylonians and Egyptians: and in 
the end, the whole Church laid waſte by 


the Babylonians. 
Againe , Chriſt isthe roſcand lilly, as 


DO?® 

Firſt , ſweet with the ſavour of bis 
graces. 

Sceondly, beaurifull. 

Thirdly, medicinable. 

When the Church js corrupt in it 
ſelfe, ix is yet faire and ſweet in Chriſt ; 
dIn him our life is hid in qur- worſt ta- 
king : he being white as a lilly by the pu- 
rity of his rightequfneſſe we likewiſeare 
white 2s lilies in him cloathed with his 
righteouſneſſe. 

As the apple tree among the trees of the 
wood, ſo is my beloved among the ſonnes , 1 
ſate mee downe wnder his (hadow with great 
delight, and his fruit was ſweet to my tate.) 
A tree firſt, not tall as the Cedar of Le- 
banon, not frong 65 the Okes of Baſhan, 
but a tree of middle ſtature, implying an | 
inferiour Magiſtrate , not ſo high and 
mighty as the Monarchs of the world, | 
yea ſuch whoſe ſhadow yeelds, 
| Firſt , refreſhing to a man-wandcring 

D 4 and 
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56 Babylon the Churches Wine-cellar 
{and fainting ina wilde forreſt. | 

Secondly , whoſe fruit is fweet and| 
comfortable , ſuch was Chriſt to his 
Church, diſpenſing himſelfe in Gedaliah, 
whom *Nebuchadnezzar made governour 
over the remnant of the people that were 
left in the land. 

Firſt , under him , as under a ſhadow, 
e 2Kin.z5. | they were fearclefſe and ſafe ©: but after 
23-25. | he was cut down , they were driven from 
under his ſhadow , and durſt ſtay no lon-| 
ger intheir own countrey,which was left 
fVelſe 26 | aSa wilde forreſt F, 
Secondly, they gathered, 
* Jer. 4c. | Firſt, much ſweet ſummer fruit*. 
10,-12,| Secondly, much good inſtruttionand 
g Jer.qo.s | direQtion from Ieremiah and Barach g,who 
& 43-6--- | both lived with him. 
Verſe 4. Wine-cellar.7] Heb. Houſe of wine z not 
ſo fitly termed banquerting houſe,qwhich 
t Eccleſf. | Solomon expreſſeth by another nameT. 
hg A wine-cellar is a low vault”, under the 
ground, darke, cold , raw and gloomy z 
yet repleniſhed with veſſels of liquor, 
which refreſheth and inlargeth the heart, 
and openeth the mouth. 

This houſe, tothe Church, was Baby- 
lon, whither God brought his people 


into | 
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| Chap.2. The comforts of the Spirit as wine. 57 
| into captivity,which at firſt view ſeemed 
and| dolefull and heavy , bur afterward yeel- 
his] | ded tothem many ſweet taſtes, yea deep 
ah, 8 | draughts of Gods favour : Gods Spirit 
our | coming upon men , makes them ſceme as 
vere | | full of new wine bh, It refreſheth and | bA& .- 
enlargeth rhe heart , and openeth the | "3 

ow, | | mouth, 

fter Firſt, to the praiſe of God. 

rom Secondly, to the edification. of his 
on-\f | Church. Such a =_ God powred upon 
left | | Daniel, Ezekiel, Shadrach my > his fellowes 


iin the captivity. i Dan. 1, 
And his banner over me was love.) __ 
Banner z 


and Firſt, for an enſigne of defence to the 
vho || Church. 

Secondly , for a flagge of defiance to 
not || their enemies : How lovingly and glori- 
ich || ouſly(as with a banner of love diſplayed) 
e f.|}| did God defend the three childrenand | v,, ,.,s. 


the |] Daniel himſelf * 2 k Dan,6. 
ny How did God offer defiance to Idola- | *** 

1or, [| try inthe three children! 2 1 Dan. 5- 
art, Stay mee with flaggons and comfort mee | 16. '® 


with apples, for 1 am ſicke of love. ] I, the | vaſes. 
by- || Church is here faint and ficke, and ready 
toſwoone, for defire of further —_ 
| Ip 


A 


Magiſtrates what tothe Church, Chap.2 


ſhip with Chriſt , and for her owne help 
defireth, : 

Firſt, Flaggons of wine to ſtay her, 

Secondly, Apples to comforrt her ; as 
indced apples doe comfort the heart and 
ſtomach, prevents ſwooning, and re- 
ſtraines poyſon * : Thus Dawel, through 
abundance of Reyclations was faint and 
ſicke, and defirous of more cleere know- 
ledge of his viſions, and of the Churches 
tDan.s. | deliverance,and found the f Angel ready 
27. £10 | to refreſh and ſtrengthen him: And the 
'9. | other members of the Church feeling 

ſuch ſweet taſte of. Chriſts preſence a- 

mongſt them in the captivity, were 
(doubtlefle) carneſtly defirous of more 
full enjoying him perfeAly, 

Firſt , by the miniſtery of the Pro- 
phets, as by flaggons of wine. 

Secondly , by the magiſtracy of Ds 
nicl and his fellowes , whom the King ſe 
up for inferiour Magiſtrates,as by apples, 
the fruitof the apple trees. 

His left hand is under my head , his right 
hand doth embrace me, 

The words may be either a narration 
how itis, or a prayer that it may be; {0 
in the originall , the bleſſings of Gy 


—_——_ 
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apu2. _ Gods right and left hand what. 


59. | 


left hand are riches and glory , * and of 
his right hand,lengrth of dayes,or immor- 
rality. Riches and honours God convey- 
eth tous by the hand of the Magiſtrate, 
immortality by the hand of Miniſters. 
The Church therefore defireth God 
in her captivity , (which thing alſo God 
granted)that, 
Firſt, Princes ſhould be the lifters up of 
her head,her __—_— and mothers. 
Secondly , and Prieſts might 
deliver to her the ſweet teſtimonies of 
Chriſts embracing love ; this was done | 
by Evil-merodach to Jehojachin,and by the 
miniſtery of Daniel atid Ezekiel, 
| The Princesallowed them greart liber- 
| ty, * the Prophets diſpenſed heavenly 
and EY 1py rar PO 
Icharge yow , O yee daughters 0 Wſa- 
lem,by tht f valghe by the Hinder of E651 
that yee ſtirre not up , nor awake my love till 
beplu e.] Heb, T adjure you, thatis, I 
cauſe you to ſweare by the Roes , and by 
the Hindes of the field , not by them as 
—_—_ thou art to ſweare by, bur b 
e for whoſe ſake, and by whoſe 
meanes are to; take themſelyes 
bound as by a ſolemne oath (not to ſtirre 


IR 


up” 


* Pro 3.16 


| 60 | Prepoſterous telboerazce _ defireeble, Chap. | 


up or awake my love) that is, nor to pro-ll 
voke Chriſt to exerciſe his Church by 
any change of their eſtate, till it 
pleaſe himſelfe, 

Theſe Roes and Hindes are wilde, and 
fearfull creatures , eaſily and ſwiftly run- 
ng away , yet otherwiſe willing 
feed with the ſheep : ſuch were then the 
Gentiles , willing to converſe with the 
Jewes, and to come towards cn 

et if the eſtate of the Church ſhould 
Love proved more troubleſome by 
mdiſcreet or offenſive cartiage of the 
—_ , they would ſoone have ſtarted 

acke from fellowſhip with them for 
their ſakes therefore the Church char- 
geth her daughters, as by an oath, not to 
diſturb the peace of Babel , not to ſeeke 

ſterouſly deliverance from rhence, 

be ore the time that Chriſt had appoin- 
red , leſt it _ to the diſturbance © 
her peace; and to the * carrying awa 
fach Gentiles as were cominy = ro br 
Proſelytes. 

This may firſt let us ſce, that notwith- 
ſtanding the reformation of Religion, i! 
Chriſt may be pleaſed rather to live! 
abroad inthe fields, thenat home, where 

GU 
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Clap-2) Chrif nor bound to amp place, 


the -people would: willingly - alſemble. 
The houſe of God was now repaired, 
and the bed greene * : and the Church 
invites Chriſt to come in unto her, in ir, 
yet hee diſpoſeth himſelfe ſo, as more 
willing to call her abroad. So wee may 
ſee, that notwithſtanding the purity and 
ſimplicity of Chriſts worſhip, yer Chriſt 
is not bound to any place; it things were 
never ſo reformed, yet he might leave us, 
and goe into the wilde ficld. Rome hath 
long doted on Peters Chaire , and Jeruſa- 
lem might as well have bragged of her 
Privilodner as any other place,but Chriſt 
leaves them: never reſt wee then in any 
outward eſtate, for Chriſt may leave us. 
The Palatinate hath been as reformed 
as any Church for Doctrine, and though 
oy might ſay; their bed was greene, 
their beames were of cedar , and 
theirrafters of firre, yet God hath ileft 
them : for doe we thinke that if God had 
beene there , theſe things had befallen 
"Secondly, this lets s ſee, that though 
y, this lets us ſce, that 
e& their dutics in ordering and dreſ- 
ſing the Church,ſo that the wicked = 
| tolera- 


PE _ 


———___ 


God hath roſes amone thernes. Chap 


She Girks of bis chile 
the of his childre 
mn va pure , = and —_ | 
the midſt of bryars and thornes : be ne 
deceived then, for there may be roſe 
and lillies growing. , where 15 nothir 
but bryars and thornes to ſcratch them: 
Tt is norftraight no- Church , when & i 
_— for Chriſt can ſce his Church 
ym 
dly, wemay here obſerve againſt 
the Separatilt , that it 1s not ſtraightr 
Church , that is commingled { as the 
ſpeake) with notorious wicked ones.: th 
Church may be Chniſts love, yea, at 
| a fragrant and pure flower in his frgh 
and noſtrils, and yetlive amongſt bryan 
and thornes. 

Fourthly, obferve, rhe ſtare. of the 
Church is ſometimes cxpoſcd t0-Oppe 
tuniry of treading under-foot , no ! 
| nor hedge to fence them : It nay! 


Open, 
Firſt , to ſcratching and rending « 


Scrondl otreading nt aGereY 
|| wild beaſt? +. 
Fitthly , this ſerves to direft ir 


. 
o_ 


et 


Chap.2. Magiſtrates are to be apple trees, 
Magiſtrates , how to carry themſelves 
towards the Church,to be as Apple-trees 
in a wood, wherein the Church trayvail- 
ing may finde, 
Firſt, ſhadow of proreQion. | 
WW Sccondly , iweete fruit of loving 
hem: mercy. 
Sixthly, we may here ſee the wonder- 
aurchl full power of God, and goodneſſe to his 
Church, in _ their houſe of bon- 
inſt tm of wine, in ſpreading 
0 his banner of love overthem in their 
eſt diſtreſſes and dangers : Whar 
WM moxe dolctull times of his Church then 
captivity £ when men wouldrhinke God 
carries his Church into a dungeon , rhen 
W he carries her into a Wine-cellar, This 
may be a ground of ſolid comfort to us 
in our worſt takings, for though wee be 
inthe greateſt extremity, yea, in the dee- 
| —_ _ of darknefſe , God can fu- 
ine and uphold us here, and refreſhus 
| with many comforts, 
Seventhty , this ought to ſtirreus up 
[to more ardent and longing affeQions | 
after Chriſt , ſo that as wee be: | 
1K] to faint and ſwoone thr earneſt af- 
ou] feQions, after more full and famihar fol- 
lowſhip' 


All. 


| 64 Inoffenſive walking neceſſary. Chap.z 
lowſhip with him : It was Daniels caſe 
hee was ficke of love, ſo let it be with w 
for want of Gods preſence; and p 
that God would refreſh us with his p 
ſence, and ſend good Miniſters and good 
Magiſtrates to be as nurſing farhers to his 
Church. 

Eighthly , this ſerves to teach, and 
ſtraightly ro charge the children of God 
whenthey enjoy Gods preſence and fa- 
vour in the Miniſtery and Magiſtracy, 
ſuſtaining and comforting them , to take 
heed of diſturbing their peace, 

I. By any indiſcreet : or 

2. Offenſive carriage : for it is, 

Firſt, a diſturbance ro Chriſt himſelfe, 
he is ſtirred up and awaked , (as it were 
before he pleaſe. 

Secondly, the Roes and Hindes of the 
field, young comers on in Religion, : 
ſoone ſcared away by dangers and tro 
bles ariſing againſt the Church, there- 
fore we ſhould be carcfull and take heed 
wee provoke not any dog te barke , for 
then they will be gone. -Ler us therefore 
walke wiſely, and inoffenſively , that 
none bee diſcouraged , that Chriſt, 
who doth ſuſtaine us, and refreſh us, 
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ap.3 Chap... The Churches deliverance how. 


caigh | niay- dwell with us for ever, | 
thw The woyce of my beloved behold, he cometh 


In the mounaines , and skippin 
mar Fr ho G 


good In theſe words are deſcribed, 
tO hl | Firſt, the Churches deliverance out of 
captivity : where is laid downe, R 
, and |- '-Firſt,the preparation tothe deliverance 
God | inthe cauſes of itz which were, 
d fa | - Firſt, the voyce of the beloved. 
| Secondly,the coming of the beloved, 
) rake | and _ _— : | 
- Firſt, leaping and skippine:; 
Ip 2 uns Heer or-Roc *, 
Thirdly,his befteging Babel and over- 
ſeltc, | coming ir, ſer forth in three ations : 
were)»: Firſt, ſtanding behinde che wall, 
Secondly,looking our at the windows, 
f cheſ[- + Thirdly, ſhewing himſelf through the 
| » are] latrtice o y oe 
{© Secondly, the calling out of captivity : 
'- Firſt, ro goe out of Babylon into their 
| owne countrey ; whercunto- there arc 
: , (orl midtives, 002 offs | 
cforeM- 'Firſt, from remoyall of impediments, 
nat verſe 1, | 
uiſt W-  Sccondly,from ſtore of opportunities, 
h us,ff verſe 12,13. 
may Wy- E OLE Thirdly, 
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"Chriſt frequent in his viſits. Chap.2.\l 


_— 


k Ver.16.1. 


Thirdly, to worſhip Godin pohlicke 
| in their owne countrey b, 
Secondly , the ſtare of the Church 
returned into their owne countrey , in 
| regard, 
Firſt,of oppoſition of enemies 3, ſabrill 
| and ravenous: where is ſet forth, 
_ their nature ; they are foxes, little 


Secondly , the harme they doe, they 
ſpoile the vines. 

Thirdly, there take us the foxes. 

SEC ly , of their communion with| 
Chriſts outward enemies, and inward 
abuſes reſtrained, partly , more pRncTy 
and intire. | 

Firſt, on beloved is wine , and 7 4 


his. 

Secondly ,'t Feedeth amoneit ir 
Lilkes. 

Secondly;, interrupted , and yet by 
turncs Ohniſt aften and ſpeedily viſiting 
and ſuccouring them ,- and that to- 
time of the coming of Chriſt, and - 
_ of the ſhadowes of the cero 


moniall Law]. 
' The woyce of my. beloved. ] "Ties 4 


the mepore of Cyrus coming. $0: 


a 


ie. 


| | Chap. The Churches deliverance by Cyrus. 


= 
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Babel, and his muſtering together of 
many Nations to that ſervice ; which ru- 
mour was diſcerned by the faithfull, to 
bethe accompliſhment of the Prophecies 
given them before, of deliverance by 
Cres *. Andtherefore the Church-hea- 
ing this rumour, ſuddenly acknowled- 
geth in it the promiſe and voyce 'of 
Chriſt : and ſo it was no leſſe gratcfull 
tothem., then dolefull and dreadfull to 
the Babylonians. 
He cometh leaping upon the mountaines. 
My beloved is like a Roe, or a young Hart, 
behold, he ſtandeth behinde our wall, he tooketh 


forth at the window ſhewing himſcife through | 


the lattice.)] 

Theſe words cxpreſſc the great expe- 
dition and ſpecd which Cyrw made in his 
journey againſt Babel, all the Nations 
ying in the way, 

Firſt,cither of themſelves ſetting open 
their gates to him,as weary of the Baby: | 
lonian yoke. | 

Secondly , or ſpeedily ſurpriſed and 


ſubdued. 
Hee ſtandeth behind: the wall.) Laying 
ſiege tothe walls of Babylon. - 


E 2 15, 


| Heelooketh forth at the windawes.} That 


A— 


* Tſ2-44. 
28.8 45-1 


f Jer. 50. 
422 43246, 


Ve re 9. 


CEEFY _—_— _—t— i. th. 
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6 Cyrus ordained to deliver the Church, Chap.2.| 


is, hegiveth ſome glimps of hope, of fur- 
ther calargement Lermoroalers 

” He ſheweth himſelfe throngh the lattice.) 
As in the originall , any place burned 
through in the ſiege of Babel, Cyras di- 
vertingthe courſe of Euphrates another 
way ,' which before came through the 
midft of the city , burning up the reeds, 


Pn up the water paſlages , hee 
ſhewed himſelfe through FE , and 
enered the city *. * - 

My beloved ſpake and ſaid unto me,Riſe vy| 
wy love wy faire one,and come away. | That| 
is, Cyr «s made open proclamation for my 

re out of Babel, and returne into 
mine owne countrey f. Though Cyrw 
was att heathen, and knew not Chriſt the 
beloved, ayet the Church in Cyrus ſaw 
che hand and voyce of Chriſt , uſing Cy 
rw as an inſtrument for deliverance 
whence Ezra ſaith , b The Lord ſtirred w 
the ſpirit of Cyrus. 

For lee, the winter is paſt, the raine is ova 
and gone. ; 

Thar is, firſt, partly it was now ſpring 
time of the yeare, the winter and raine 
were now over , which elſe might h: 
hindered travell. 

Secondly, 
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21! | Chap.2. Return from captivity is the Spring. 69 
f m—— — 
Secondly , the metaphoricall winter 

of Babels captivity, and all the ſtormes 
| of it were blowne over , whence it is,the 


Chaldean word is here uſed to ſignifie 
this winter, not the common rew 


word. 
The flowers appeare on the ewrth, the time 
of the ſinging / beds is come , and the voce 


| of the turtle is heard in our land. 

Which, with the words following, is, 
Firſt, partly a deſcription of the 
ff | ſpring time, which invited them to this 


journey. : 

Secondly, partly a ſctting before them 
of ſuch conveniences , which, like to rhe 
ſpring time, might invite them to this 


The flowers appeare on the earth, That | 
is,cven they of the people of the coun- 
= _— whom they ſojourned , 

en, 

Firſt , praiſed God for their delive- 
rahce *, 

Secondly, furniſhed them with gold 
and filver , and other uſefull things for 
their journey f. 

The time of the ſinging of birds is come. 
bay wit, that the -Pricſts and Levires 

8 3 ſhould 


Retder Oo. ecd...\) 


Ww —IfaibuhnadioleeveBabd. Chap.2| 
P | ſhould | now fig and praiſe God in 


their 'owne countries 5 which they 
thoughtunſcaſonable to doe in a ſtrange 
tPfa137-] land F. 
3zte Thi woyce of the turtle is heard in om 
land.) That is, of Chriſt the fairhfull 
ſpouſe of his Church , who is mourning 
in Judea, becauſe he finderh not his Marte 
(the Church) there. 645] 
The figtree putteth forth her greene figs, 
and the vines with the tender grape give 4 
200d ſmell. That is, the chiefte of the 
| Fathers and Elders of the people, they 
ſhew themſelves forward to counte- 
nance the journey, and to prepare for 
It 
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CAriſe my love , my faire one , and comt 
away.) Being twice repeated *, it ar- 
gueth the people were flacke to leave 
their ſtates, which they had planred 
themſelves in at Babel/; and therefore 
ſtoodin need of calling on againe and 
againe, wo 
O my dove , that art in the clefts of the 
rocke, in the ſecret place of the ſtaires , let ml 
ſee thy countenance , let mee heare thy wvoyce;[ 
far fweet is thy woyce , and thy conntenance| 
| comety. | 
| ol 
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| Glap.a, Who foxes rorhe Ghurch, VL 
0 mydeve.} Thatis, my-chaſte, inno- | 


cent and faire ſpouſe, -:. | 
That art inthe clefts of the rocke, in the ſe- 
cret place of the ſtaires.] That now doſt | 
worſhip mein holes and corners. 
Let mee ſee thy countenante , let me heare 
thy veyce.] Let mee fee thee aſſembled 
,let meet thee calling upon 
mer ſinging praiſe to mee, freaking my 
wo 


For ſweet is thy voce, and thy countenance 
comely. ] 

Firſt, the voyce of the Church, arone' 
and the fame time. 

Firſt, rejoycing in Gods wonderfull 
mercy. 

_Y , weeping and bewailing, 
F Fik. their owne unworthinefle, 

Secondly, the decayes of the Church, 
inregard ot former times». - 

Take us the foxes , the little foxes that 
ſpoile the wines , for our vines have tender 
grapes. Thar is, reſtraine (the foxes, the 

ittle foxes) the enemies of the Church, 
of greater or leſffer power ; ® ſuch as 


were the Samaritans. Theſe ſpoiled the 
E 4 vines, 


a Pla.14.6 
1,2. 
with Jer, 
FO. 435. & 
za}. 
1.13, 
Verſe 15. 
b Ezraq 
2,4, 
& 5.3 
Neh. 
I w—_—_ 
Heſt.3.8,9 


La 


7= = ThefurerofrbeChurch deftreged. Chay.2.i| 
c Ezr.q-4-|| yines,< hindered the proceeding of the 
#322 | building of the Tem CE nel 
| af the :Church;And therefore Tobiah ſaid | 
pn) mage rw eo ; _ 
'they, as » £01 the wea 
UE Fonprlarion of bed Jeruſalem, | 
' [4Neb43|'mighr eaſily demotifh the ſamed: Yet 
]-cheſe foxes inthe end were taken and re- 
{ſtrained , Firſt , partly by the Edid& of 
e Ezra6. | Darius ©: Secondly , partly by the hang- 
11,'3+ | ing of Hamazand his ſonnes, and the de- 
| ftrucion of ' ſome other of the Jewes 
f Heb. 7. | enemies 
_ My beloved is mine and 1 am his.) The 
Verſe 16- | Church enjoyeth familiarand comforta-| 
ble communion with Chriſt , thele ene- 
*Ncb.8. | mics being quelled *, 

. | Shee feedeath among the lilies.) That is, 
among pure and faire Chriſtians , all 
corruptions being weeded out , bothjil 
g Exr. ro, | Of ſtrange wives 8, of uſury, of right 
of the Levites maintenance and mini- 
f Neh. 13. my , tf and prophanation of the Sab- 
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atn. 
Wo) | | Verſe 17. | Until the day breake , and the ſhadewes flee 
Y away : turne my beloved , and be thou like 4 
#| Roe or a young Hart , upon the mount aines of 
Bether. 


Turne 


Chap.2. Ch.works in inſtruments of deliverance. 73 | 

Turne my beloved.) That is, returne of- 
tento viſit and ſuccour me. 

As 4 Roe, or 4 young Hart upon the 
mount aines of Bether.”) That is,{wiftly and 
ſpeedily, * Bether being necre ro them on 
the other fideJordan, as who ſhould ſay, 
Though thou ſometime turne from us, 
yet be not farre, but ready &verand anon | 
to returne and ſuccour us. 

Untill the day breake, and the ſhadowes flee 
&wey.] That is, till Chriſt come , and the 
Ceremoniall ſhadows vanifh. 

Firſt , this teacheth us that in all the 
inſtruments of the Churches delive- 
rance, we ſhould fee and diſcerne Chriſt 
ſpeaking and working in them: See here 
the Church lookes not at Cyrs ſo much, 
but at Chriſt in him. Doe they heare a 
rumour of a deliverance ? It is the voyce 
of Chriſt, and it muſt needs bea ſtron 
voyce which Chriſt is the author of 
The wiſeſt Daniel, Shadrach, Meſhach and 
Abednego, they ſay it is Chriſt, and all the 
reſt yeeld; and the Church ſees Chriſt 
come skipping : Doth it ſee Cyravs about 
the wals? She ſces Chriſt there. Doth ſhe 
ſee Cyrws ſhewing himſelfe through the 
lattice ? She ſees Chriſt there, Doth = 

ce 


es 


74 chrift in all that befalls the Charch. Chap. 


| Verſe 13. 


*Job 1.21 
& 42.10. 
i Pſa! 12+ 
6,11, 


| 


| 


ſee _ he EIT there, and mz 
roclamation to to goe'up againe 
Þ eruſalem 2 She ckeewh 2s.Chr c 
voyce, ſaying, CAriſe my love, wy fair one, 
come away. 

So the holy Ghoſt teacheth, what fa: 
your any doth fhew to the Church, it is 
Chriſt that doth ir; fo take it, that if any} 
ood befall the Church, it is Chriſt that 

th it: If any lead into captivity, Nebs-li 
chadnezzar, or any other, it is Chriſt th 
leads her intoa Wine-cellar: It there 
any noiſe or worke of deliverance, it is 
Chriſt that comes leaping and skipping: 
So in all the ade , and in if fe 
bleſſings that befall the Church, aſcribe 
alt ro Chriſt. * The ſame hand that gave, 
the fame hand hath taken ;away : f God 
tarned the captivity of Fob, and God 
turned againe the captivity of his people.| 
This is a wonderfull ſtay ro Gods} 
Church, and to every member of it ; for! 
man cannot bring it mto captivity , and| 
bring ir out againe. Mans hand cannot 
bring hard things upon the Church , norlſ} 
bring her out againe of them; for if ill 
were in mens hands, or in Satans , orin|ll 
our owne hands , it would not goe well 
with 


*%. 


| [Chap.2. The Charches calamities not continual, 75 | 


with us; but being in Chriſts hands alons, 
itmay be a ſtay and a comfort. 

Secondly, this teacheth us, that when 
the time of the Churches deliverance is 
come , Chrift will come quickly and 
ſpeedily for her deliverance, leaping and 
skipping as a Roe or a Hart. The winter 
ſhall not alwayes remain onthe Church, 
no, not when ſhe deſerves a black winter, 

|7he patient abiding of the Saints fball not 
| dwayes be forgotten. Suppole God leads 
{his Church mto captivity ſeven yeares, 
yea ſeventy years ; yet it will not alwaies 
continue. Thismay ſerveto comfort us 
inthediſtreſſes of the Church, at home 


or abroad z God will not alwayes puniſh 
with reproach or defolation , bur the 
time will come theſe will be gone and 
flce away. 
| Thirdly , this lets us fee the Church 
i | profitcth by calamities ; ſhee comes our 


from them , then ſhee went into 
them: ſhe entred and went into captivi 
hating God, defiled with many abomi- 
nations , ſhe returnes out, My love, faire 
one, The Church of God , and the 

F | members &Þ it are more lovely in Gods 


fightby the hard times that paſle over 
them. 


FO 


| 76 - TheCharch bettered by chaſtiſements. Chay. 
them : when this — ee 
ſeventy yeares in captivity , (a hard tim 
ow, =) hey loſ nothing by it; they 
kiſſed hi , and ſo ht God , | | 
now hee ſtiles them lovely. He loathed|- 
them becauſe they loathed him , they 
were now tried and purified , beforet 
were loathfome , but now are lovely; 
before hated, but now loved. But ic 
what a bleſſed uſe chaſtiſements arc oft 
the Church : how loathſome foever wee 
goc into captivity , when wee defile 01 
elves with luſts and fins , yet when wee 
have beene throughly humbled with 
ſome _ how faire Tos we Si 

My ſonne deſpiſe not the chaſteni 
Lord gp4 ' weary of his > 
And why doth God ſay, Dex#.8. 16. He 
proved them to doe them good; when het 
ſaith, my love, it is more then lovely, iti 
love, itis love it ſclfe, and faire one is 
more then faire? So, f It is good for met| 
(faith David) that I have been affiidted : ſol 
the Church before her affliction was| 
loathſome, foule, hated z but now ſhe is}. 
faire and lovely. ih 

Thou art faire, Oh my love.) 

Fourthly , this lets us ſee, the co 
Ccncs 
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1p.208 Chap.2. The Church not alwayes conſpicuous. 7 | 
een ches winter : ſtorms ſhall not alwayes lic 
uponher, bur they ſhall in the end blow 
overs * The rod of the wicked ſhall not veſt | * PL 125% 
| apow the lot of the righteous. Je 

| - Fifthly,we may ſee that outward com- | uſe 5- 
forts are cafily able to drowne in us a 
longing afrer Gods ordinances :thecon- 
tenement that ſome found in captivity, 
made them ſtand in necd of often calling 
to returne to Sion. | 
: -Sixthly, wee may learne here, that the | 
face of the Church is not alwayes viſi- 
bleand conſpicuous inthe eyes of men, 
but alwayes in the eyes of God : for they 
meet the ſtaires , and worſhip God 
in holes and corners. And a while after 
Chriſt ſaith, Why doſt thou lic thus un- 
derthe ſtaires , andin clifrs of rocks * let 
{ me fee thy face, and heare thy voyce. 
The Church of Rome advanceth her 
ſelfe, that ſhe hath alwayes been conſpi- 
cuous ; but this is no true ſigneof a true 
Church , for the true Church'is notal- 
s/f | wayes conſpicuous : though Chriſt al- 
i | wayes ſees ſome ro meet in corners and 
holes, yer not alwayes in ſolemne afſem- 
blies. The Dove of Chriſt Jeſus ſome- 
times makes her reſt in the rockes ? on 
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| 78 Nomed of any Mediators but Chrift. Chap. 


{ 


uſe 7. 


26,27. 


uſes, 


| Verſe 16, 


| builds under the ſtairs, where Chrift 


Verſe 14. } hot Angels and Saints ro mediare fc 


* Joh. 16. 


her, but not publikely. - 
Seventhly , ſce here the Church neec 


: 
; 
I 4 
: 


her, her owne voyce is {weet, and coun- 
tenance comely in Gods eſtimation : * 4 
that day yee ſhall aske now name ; aud I (a 
210t to you that I will pray the Father for youg 
for the Father himſelfe loveth you becenſt | 

have loved mee. Chriſt tells vs , he ſhal 
haye no great nced to pray for us , for 
God himlfelfe loveth us, to heare our 
voyce, and to ſee us; let us then not be 
afraid to- put forth our voyces : labour] 
then for ſuch a ſpirit as to grieve for our| 
ſinnes , and to rejoyce in Gods mercies;| 
for God-is pleaſed with that : hee is a| 
true citizen of Sion, that when hee a-| 
bounds in Gods mercics, yet hee weepes| 
for his ſinsz and when hee weeps for his| 
finnes , yet -hee is thankefull for Gods 


METCICS.: | | 
Againe,, obſerve,- the Church ſhall] 


\alwayes be troubled with fome enemies, 
Take ws the foxes that ſpoile the wines : 


There ſhall be ever ſome Sanbalar , of 
Tobiah ,, or ſome other to be nibbling at 


the Chutch of God : wonder —— 
or 
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20 Chap.2: 7he Churches enernics (bal be ruined, 


—_ 


- 79 


Ml theſe cnemies of the Church, 


|. Firft, they ſhall deale ſubtilly and craf- 


tily with her, 

Secondly,.they may diſturb and hinder 
her and proceedings ; but, 
Thirdly , they ſhall in the end bere- 
ſtrained , as in Revel. 19.20. And the Beaſt 
we takex , and with him the falſe Prophet 
that wrought miracles before him, &c. Theſe 


both were caſt alive into a lake of an bur-| 


ning with brimitone. Therefore let ſuch 
foxes know the time will come when 
Chriſt will either take them , and chaine 
them, and binde them vp, as he did San- 
ballat , Tobiah , Shether-boznai * : or clſc 
hang them up, as hee did Hamer and his 


ſonnes. Let men then take heed that they 


doe not puſh at the Church,for God will 
either chaine them up , or hang them out 
of the way. 

Laſtly , here wee may ſce , when the 
enemies of the Church are reſtrained or 
d&ſtroyed, and corruptions weeded out 


of it, the Church then cnjoyerh ſweer, 
and fafe, and full fellowſhip with the 
Lord Jeſus, and hee with her. Hee gives 
her pledges of his favour , and ſhee = 

im 


ce. 


for this will be ſo : but oblerve ronching 


* Ezras6. 
6.7. 


Uſe 9. 
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| Bo Corruptions removed,Chrift is enjoyed. Chap p 
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him es of pure worſhipping hi 
be A Ce wk his cling 
him with their ſacrifices. And they that 
would procure-Chriſt this, let them pro- 
vide for weeding out of their finnes ; as, 
uſury-, wicked marriages , profanationg 
of Gods Sabbaths, &c. Such Churche 
ſhall be ſweet , and much ſweet ſolace 
ſhall they cnjoy one with another, Chriſt 
with them,and they with him, 
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CANTICLES, 


OR 
SONG OF SONGS 


opened and explained. 


Truz TExr. 


2 Þ CHAP. 3. 


PI! on my bed T ſought bim whom my ſoule 
loveth 3 I ſought bim, but I found bim not. 

2 1 will riſe now, and goe about the city in the 
ſtreets, and in the broad wayes , I will ſeeke bim 
whom my foule loveth : T ſought bim, but 1 found 
bim not, / 

3 The watch-men that goe about the city found 
mee, to whom T ſaid , Saw ye him whom my ſoule 
loveth ? 

s 4 It was but a little that I paſſed » from them 
Wl but I found bim whom my ſoule loveth : T beld him, 
Wi ad would not let bim goe , untill T bad brought him 
Wl into my mothers houſe , and into the chamber of ber 
that conceived me. 

F 5s 1 
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The Song of ſongs. Ch. 34} 1 


I charge you, O ye daughters of Feruſalem, by | 
tbe Roe =. by the Hinder of he a b _ ye pi 
not up, nor awake my love till be pleaſe. 

6 Who is this that cometh out of the wilderneſſe 
like pillars of ſmoake , perfumed with myrrb , and 
frankincenſe, with all the powders of the merchant ? 

7 Bebold bis bed, which is Solomons : threeſcore 
valiant men are about it, of the valiant of Iſrael. 

8 They all bold ſwords , being expert in warre : 
Every man hath bis ſword upon bis thigh , becauſe of 
feare in the night. 

9 King Solomon made bimſelfe a charet of the| 
wood of Lebanon. | 

10. Hee made the pillars thereof of flver, the| 
bottome thereof of gold, the covering of it of purple,| 
the middeſt thereof being paved with love , for the 
daughters of Jeruſalem. 

11 Goe forth, O ye daughters of Sion , and be- 
bold King Solomon with the crowne wherewith bi 
mother crowned bim in the day of his eſpouſals : and 
in the day of the gladneſſe of bis beart. 
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{ Ch.3.7 he Churth in darknts under the Maccabees. $3 


Tur EXPLANATLON. | 


Cant. 3. verſe r. By night on my bad 1| 
fought him whom my ſoule loverh , 7 ſought 
him, but 1 found him not ,&c. 


is Chapter ſetteth forth the eſtate 

of the Chatch from after the dayes 

of Nehemiah , to the time of Chriſts fo- 
—_— here on earth , in a two-fold 


Firſt, under the Macrobres , ver. 1.6. 

Secondly, in Fohn Baptiſf's time, vetſc 
6,—I7. 

The ſtate of the Church in the Macs | Verſe x. 
bees time was , partly, full of calamiries, 
asa time of darken e, By night I ſonght 
hbim.,and partly ſwcetned with ſome more 
comfortable iſſue, 

Thiscalamity is ſer forth, 

Firſt,by reſemblance to night, By night 
11 fonght him, 

1 Secondly, by the abſence of Chriſt, 
whom ſhe ſought in vaine., 

Firſt, /» hey bed, verſe 1. 

Secondly , 1# the ftreets of the city, 
verſe 2 


Thirdly, Amongſt the watchmes, vet 3. 
A F 2 _ 


The 
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When night with the Charch. Ch.3j 


Ver'c 1, 


Dan, $8. 
g,-I2, 


| 


The comfortable iſſue of her ſecking| 
Chriſt is ſet forth, 

Firſt, By her finding of him, verſe 4. 

Secondly, By her holding of him,verſe 4, 

Thirdly, By her bringing of him into her 
mothers houſe, verle 4. 

Fourthly, By her charge to the daughters 
of Feruſalem, to walke circumſpeRly,that 
this eſtate be not interrupted,ver.5. 

By night.” Thatis,in time of darkneſle, 
and publicke calamity , when _Antiochus 
Epiphanes, the little horne waxed exceed- 
ing great , waſted the pleaſant land, caſt 
ſome of the hoſt and ſtarres of heaven to 
the ground, 'when hee tooke away the 
daily ſacrifice, and trode downe the 
Sanctuary, and caſt downe the+truth to 
the ground ; when hee robbed the Tem- 
ple, murthered the people, ſpoiled the 
City,made lawes for profaning the Sab- 
bath, for offering Swines fleſh, for neg- 
leting Circumciſion, when he ſer up the 
Statues of Fupiter Olympius , the abomi- 
nation of deſolation in the holy place, 
when hee burnt the Bookes of the Law, 
and made it death to have a Teſtament; 
when he brake downe the Altar and ſet 
up another , when hee pur _— a 
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Ch.3 . What the Churches bed, 


———— 


8 


death who had cauſed children to be cir- [ 


cumciſed, and hanged children upon the 
neckes of their mothers, x Mac. 1.23. to 
the end. 

In my bed.) Not in my bed of caſe and 
ſloth, (as ſome rake it) for whar eaſe 
could the Church take in the night time 
of calamity © But in my bed,that is,in the 
place and duties of Gods worſhip, the 
temple and the ordinances. 

1 foueht him whom my ſoule loveth.) 1 
defired and endeavoured to have fel- 
lowſhip with Chriſt , but 7 found him not, 
the Sanuary being polluted , and «he 
daily ſacrifice taken away , and profane 
Idols ſet up inthe place, 

In the ſtreets of the city. ] That is, in the 
open Aſſemblies of the faithfull, in the 
Synagogues , in the cities of Judea and 
Jeruſalem , but behold there Altars ere- 
Red to Idols, and incenſe burned , and 
the books of the Law caſt into the fire * : 
Yea, behold,the citizens of Jeruſalem all 
fled and gone f : and thereſt wentin pro- 
ceſſion to Bacchus *. 

The watch-men that goe about the city.) 
Towit, the--Levites, who anſwered Kio 
with ſilence; but alittle after ſhee found 
F 3 ſuccour 


— — 


Cha.1.16. 


& 3+7 » 


Verle 2. 


* 1Mac.,r. 
$7,- Fg, 


— 


1 Mac.1. 
409. 
* 2 Mac. 


6.7+ 
Verſe 3. 


How and wherethe Chil 
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ſuccour at Modin , for the Prieſts, Mat- 
tathias and his ſonnes , Judas, Fonathan, 
and Simon , and the reſt that went about 
to repaire the ruines of the Church and 
Common-wealth to theſe rhe faithfull 
Church repairing , * and ding delive 
rance and comfort , by Judas eſpecially 
or rather by Chriſt in him t , ſhee le 

him not till ſhee had brought him into 
the Temple, where ſhe ſoone after cleans 
ſed the SanQuary, and reſtored the puri- 
ty of Godyworthp , and offered ſacrifice 
according to the Law , ſo that ſhee found 
great comfort and joy in the duties of 
Gods worſhipm. Thus againe found 
they Chriſt in a typicall Saviour, held 
him by faith , and, with courage and 
| zeale , brought him into theremple and 
$anQuary,the houſe and chamber of her 
mother : that is , of the former Church 
of Iſrael, or of the Catholique Church, 
for the Church of the former ages is the 
mother of the latter z or the whole 
Church is the mather of cach part in 
uſuall phraſe of Hebrew ſpeech : The 
Temple is the houſe of both , the San- 
Quary is the chamber- of her that bare 


I, 
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' Charch found Cloif. 


uy charge you, © yee daughters of Feruſa- 
lem by the Roes and by the Hindes of fea 
that yee flirre not up , nor awake my love till 


be _ 

1 chargeyou,gre.] See the ſame words 
d , 1Chap. 2. 7. The Church char- 
geth all her daughters, all her members, 
totake heed, leſt by their undiſcreet dea- 
ling,or any wicked practiſe,they ſtirre up 
the neighbour Princes of Syria and E- 
t ; not to diſturb the peace of the 
Church, and to provoke Chriſt againe to 
leave them deſolate ; which though F«- 
ſon and Menelaus and Alcimus broke tf, yet 
they prevailed not ſo far, but Chriſt was 
ſtill Sand in the remple of the faithfull 

till his coming in the fleſh, 

Who is this that nk out of the _ 
derne(ſe like pillars e, yr prtariavy 

h and | ankincenſ » With all powders of 
the merchant ? 

Who is this that cometh out of the wil- 
derneſſe. This is a deſcription of Johy 
Baptiſt , and of the Church gathered b 
his Miniftery in the wilderneſſe: whic 
is ſet forth, 

Firſt, by the admiration and inquifi- 


tiveneſſe of the old Synagogue after him 
F 4 and 


| j a. | m Luke 3. 
I 


88 © Tohn Baptiſts Miniſtery how foretold. Ch.z.f | 
| and hjs baptiſme : Who is this that com-| | 


meth, or ariſeth, &c. which was fulhl.| 
led | : to whom the Jewes ſent Prieſts 
and Levites to aske him, Who art thou 2 
and all men muſed whether hee were not 
the Chriſt. 

Secondly , by the place of his ariſing, 
and the Church with him, in the wilder- 
neſſe m, 

Thirdly, by the manner of ariſing, like 
pillars of ſmoake, which, 

Firſt, ariſeth from fire , as the Church 
aroſe from zeale and fervency of Fohns 
Mainiſtery. 

Secondly , aſcendeth on high , as the 

ropagation of this Church did, even to 
Fern em ", 

Thirdly , fills the countrey , as the 
Church did with rumour and increaſe of 
it®, 

- Fourthly, by the excellent fragranc 
and frecacte o the graces heel —_ 


. | fumedy, preſerving from putrefaQtion : | 


ſuch was the powerfull zeale of Fohn 
and his Miniſtery, ſtrongly fragrant as 
Myrrh. and preſerving his hearers from 
Phariſaicall hypocriſie : Frankincenfe is 


of like ſtrong tragrancy, and of chicfe uſe 


n 


[Ch.3. Solomons bed what is ſignifies. 


in making of the holy Incenſe 4 , by 
which prayer was ſignified *, to intimate 
the fragrancy and fervency of his pray- 
ers,who taught all his diſciples to pray. 

With all powders of the merchant. To 


God, « filled with the holy. Ghoſt a- 
bove all Prophets , yea , above all thar 
were borne of women u ; whence alſo 
hee ſeaſoned all ſorts of his hearers with 
graces and direQions fit for their ſeverall 


Xx, 

Fif hly, by the docrine of Fohn, who 

reſly preached the Lord Jeſus mani- 
felted inthe fleſh; 

Behold his bed which is Solomons, three- 
ſcore valiant men are about it , of the valiant 
of Iſrael. ] 

Behold his bed which s Solomons. This 
| DoQrine the Church of thar time recei- 
| ved and beleeved : In which Dodtrine, 
that firſt Church firſt diſcerged and be- 
leeved, 

Firſt, the Temple of Chriſts body z 
for the bed ? was taken, as alſo it is here, 
for the Temple , which was the type of 
Chriſts body 2, 


IR 


wit, perfumed with the ſweet graces of 


Now,this as Fohn pointed 2, Behold the 
Lamb 


Solomons bed what it pemifee, Ch Mſ. 


Lamb of God ; as here it is ſaid, Behold , bj| 
bed. This Temple it is the Temple off 
Solomon, of Chriſt ; in himrhe Godhead||t 
dwellcth bodily. Tit 

Secondly, theguard of Angels atten-| 
ding it,to prevent the feare of Herods ene || x 
mity and others. | 

Thirdly, the maker of his humanity,|{ 5 
verſe 9. King Solomen made himſclfe a8{; 
Couch, the word may bee tranſlated 
Coach or Couch : this latter I rather] 
take,partly for the Etymologe of Apiriasſl c 

- 38, to be fruitfull as the brides bedis,{ y 
and partly for agreement with the forma 
word bed, ver.7. 

Noearthly Ether, but Chriſt by hs 
owne Spirit made his own body, and hi 
own bed in his mothers womb i, 

\ Fourthly,the matter of it, the wood of 
' | Lebanon, forthe Virgin Mary dwelt i 
Nazareth of Galilee at the foot of Le- 
banon, 
| As Solomons Temple , the type « 

Chriſts body , was made of the wood « 
Hoſ.i. | Lebanon, the cedar which is free from 
corruption ſo was the body of Chr 
£ PGL1s. | found from ſecing corruption k, 

10, | Fifthly, the ornaments of it , which 
were, Firſt, 
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Ch.3- Chriits eſpouſals and crowning. 


— _ \ 
91 


(| - Firſt, partly his offices: 


Y| the fire of Gods wrath, and pure as falver 
F| tried inthe fire, 

2. Propheticall , delivering us a word 
precious as gold, even as fine gold 1. 

3. Kingly, whence it is ſaid, verſe 10. 
The covering of it of purple , the royall or- 
nament of Kings. 

. Secondly, partly, the affeftion where- 
ig he undertooke and executed theſe offi- 
ces, love of the "yd. wo of Jeruſalem, 
wr.1o, All theſe Fohy declareth =, 

Secondly , hee exhoneth and ftirreth 
up the faithfull ro behold, 

Firſt, Chriſt ». 

Secondly ,o The ornaments wherewith his 
mother crowned him in the day of his eſpou- 
ſals. The day of his eſpouſals was the 
day when'God theFarher contracted him 
with the Church * ; whence after hee is 
called the bridegroome ? , and Fohy the 
Bridegroomes friend , his Diſciples 
the children of the - Bride-chamber : 
And the Church henceforward in this 
Booke is called the Spouſe , not before. 
The crowne wherewith his mother crowned 
bim, is the teſtimony of Chriſts ſove- 


— raignty, 


1- Prieſtly , as pillars of filver abiding 


Verſe 10. 


m John . 
29. tothe 
cnd, 


n Joln r. 
29.-end. 
oVer.it.' 


*Mar. 3.17 
p John z. 
29, 


_ 


- 


92 


' 
| | 
; * 
"O87 


Chriſtians condition changeable. Ch. | 


q John 1. 
33>34,35z 
49-& 3. 
29-36, 
uſe 1, 


uſe 2. 


t Cant, 3, 
16. 
* Verſe 1, 


2,3». 
F |*Pſalrr9 
Ss | 24, 25-& | 


| 30.6,7,8. 


raignty , which Fohy and the faithfull 
ve him 9. 
Firſt of the eſtate of the Church nnder 
the Maccabees, 

Firſt, this doth teach us with wharin- 
tent wee are to come before God in the 
publicke Aſſemblies , namely, to ſecke 
Chriſt the love of our ſoules , not to 
ſhew our fine garments , wantonly to| 
gaze at beauties ; not to ſatisfie the Lay 
or friends, for faſhions ſake , but to ſceke 
Chriſt inſtruting us in remptations; 
Some come to catch ſomerhing from 
Chriſt to entrap him , &c. but it is our 
duty to come unto him, as a Spouſe to 
her Husband, for ſeed ; ſo we muſt come 
to Chriſt , that hee may caſt the ſeeds « 

ace into our ſoules , that we may bring 

orth fruit unto him. 
| Secondly , this lefs us ſee the change 
able eſtate of the Church , ſhee thar re- 
joyced in the preſence and fellowſhip c 
Chriſt, and could ſay, * My beloveds 
mine, and I am his, now ſcekes him every 
where,and with much difficulty and an- 
guiſhf. And ſo itis oft with every tre 
member ofthe Church, as wee may ſee 
it was with David* : ſo it is now with 
ou! 
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Ch.3; Chriſt to be found in his ordinances. 


93 | 


our brethren beyond the ſeas, whom 
E| you might have commended a yeare or 
E two agoc, and have found Chriſt there, 
E| but now he is gone, ſhee ſeckes him bur 
findes him not : See the Church of God 
ſometime enjoyes all the ordinances of 
God , ſometimes none, ſo a Chriſtian 
ſoule ſometimes hath Chriſts left hand 
Sunder her head , and his right hand to 
F| embrace het , ſoone after ſhee findes him 
not ſo. Wee muſt not condemne the 
Church for this , for they that are ren- 
derly beloved of Chriſt may ſomerimes 
ſeeke him and not finde him. 

Thirdly , this may comfort ſuch as 
ſecke Chriſt in all his ordinances: they 
ſhall either finde him in them , or, after 
the uſe of them, in ſome unex or 
extraordinary help. The Church here 
that found not Chriſt in the Temple, nor 
inthe Aſſemblies and recourſe of Chriſti- 
an people, nor in conference with the 
Prieſts, found him ſoone after in an un- 
expected and extraordinary help, even 
Tudes Maccabews , verſe 4. for indeed it 
was extraordinary for the tribe of Levi 
totake up the Sword and Scepter, which 
indeed belonged to Fadah : ſo you ſee 


when 


pI 


Cant. z. 6, 


Uſe 3, 


Why Chrift fometines hides himſelf.” Chil 
whenordinary meanes faile, God will bel 
found in extraordinary: Whoſcever then 
would finde Chriſt, and feeke him every|lſ 
where, they ſhall ſarcly finde hitn eithe 
in his ordinances, or out of they. | 

Fourthly , this lers us ſee the affetly- 
nate cleaving of ſuch to Chriſt, as haw 
long ſought him and not found him ill 
at laſt : ſuch lay hold on him, and wi 
not ler him goe , verſe 4. which is ol 
Reafon why Chriſt fometimes hide 
himſclfe from us , that wee might ſeeke 
him the more diligently , and , having 
found him, cleave to him more ſtedfaft- 
A -—y God lookes for at the hands 

is, 

Fifthly , this doth exhort Chriſtiaw 
| that live among bad neighbours to walk 
the more circumſpectly, as the daughtery 
of Jeruſalem are herecharged upon oat 
to doe, ver.5. being betweene the Syrian 
and Egyptians. It is a charge giver by 
the Church to her daughrers,to take heed 
they ſtirre not up her love, nor aw 
Chriſt nll he pleaſe, 

Two Reafons are givenfor it. | 

Firſt , it may provoke Chriſt t0 
bring another eſtare upon! the Church] 
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.h.4/80 Ch.3. Fearfull Chriſtians not to be diſcomraged. 95; | 
lt bell which will not be good for it. | 
| Secondly, in regard of fearcfull Chri- 
ſtians, for they will ſtart away ; many 
are willing to come into the Church, but | 
if the profeſhon of Chriſt be trouble- 
wo-1{ fore and hot, they will nor abide it : 
therefore rhis charge is needfull that wee 
may walke holily , rhar Chriſt be not 
ſtirred up, nor theſe fearfull Chriſtians 
—_—_ See this handled , Chap.2. 

7- 

Thus farre the firſt part, in the time 

of the Marcabees : Now, 

Secondly , of the eftate of the Church 
| in John Baptiſt's time. 

'This is firſt ro ſhew us, that God can 
riſe up 2 Church cven in the wilder- 
nefſe.to the admiration of obſervers : and | 
ſo hee can raiſe up our neighbour Chur- 
ches, now brought to: a wilderneſle. 
This may comfort us in regard of them, 
for though they be now defolate, yet we 
oy ope a time will come when they 

e 


againe, 
Secondly Gehere is n part of the duty 
of ancient Chriſtians , notto maligne the 
es of God in thoſe that come after 
, but ro admire them * , _ 
| that 
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What graces requiſite in a Miniſter. Ch.yi1 


that cometh out of the wilderneſſe like pillar 
of ſmoake , perfumed with Myrrh and Fra 
kincenſe, &c. 18 
Thirdly , this ſhewes what gifts and 
graces are moſt requiſite in a Miniſter 
and doe moſt adornehim , even zeale ir 
his Miniſtery , and fervency in. prayer, 
and all ſorts of {weet graces to ſeaſon 


and dire& all ſorts of his people in their] 


ſeverall callings,as Fohn did *, when the 
people came and ſaid , What ſhall we doe ? 
He anſwered and ſaid, He that hath two coats, 
let him impart to him that hath none, &6, 
So Fohn was perfumed with graces fe 

all men : for men muſt not come into the 
Miniſtery with judgement and learning 
alone, fortheſe may come from naturey 
burthey muſt come perfumed with gra, 
ces, to keep themſelves and others from 
putrefaQion; yea , they mult labour fe 


thoſe graces which will give a ſtrong ſent} 


to ſave themſelves and others. 

Fourthly, this ſhewes us the Manhood 
and Godhead of Chriſt ; Chriſts humane 
natnre is the temple, or bed wherein the 


= 
| 
: 


Godhead reſteth bodily ; and the Gods| 


head made this temple or bed for hins 
ſelfe, no earthly father for him, | 


Fifthly, 
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4Ch.z. Alrhings needfoll in Chrift. 

- Fifthly , ſee here the proteRion and 

puoliznce the Angels give to Chriſt, and 
him to the Church and all his mem- 
bers, ver. 7,8. 

Sixthly , wee may here fee in Chriſt 
whatſoever is behoovefull for all our 
falyations. In regard of his Prieſtly of- | \ 
fice hee is pure as filver, to cleanſe our 
impurity , and to abide the fire : In 
regard of his Propheticall office hee is 

tous as gold , tocnrich ourpoverty : 
—_ rd of his Royall and Kingly of- 
fe he is glorious as purple,andcloathed |, 
with it, to advance our baſeneſſe : His | 
hearr, or r middeſt, is even paved with love 
of us : His heart is an hearth (for ſo the 
word fignificth ) whereon the fire of his 
love towards us burneth continually , let 
us then love the Lord Jeſus againe, and 
receivethe ſeeds and fruits of his grace, 
Y and then ſhall wee ſee his heart 
Fl vith love to us: and then whatſocver be- 
iS bloudſhed, warre, captivity, 8c. all 
| comes from love; his whole heart is pa- 
Ived with love. 

Seventhl let us take up our 
Fits meditations about Chriſt , 

Wt us goce forth and behold him , ler his 
17 al G abundant 
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We muſt give our ſelves to Chriſt, Ch. 


uſe 8, 


| abundant graces fill 'oyr m_ ſoules, 


Eighthly, if thou beeſt a daughter f 
Sion, thou art contracted to Chriſt , anc 


' | know it by this, Doſt thou read his let- 


ters ? art thoudelighted with them 2 and 
doſt thou rejoyce to ſpeake to him againe 
by prayer? If thou doſt,it may be the joy 
of { cart, for thy eſtate is good. 
—_ , this doth exhort us all to give 
up our ſelves as ſpouſes roChriſt,and that 
with all gladneſſe of heart, fince he is af 
feed to us , who yet hath nothing from 
us but debts and beggery : and they that 


do give themſelves up ro Chriſt, need not | 


fear wanting comfort; for no ſpouſes fhall 
finde ſuch comfort as they, Shall hee be 
gladto have us, a company of begg 
yea, as I may ſay, a company of deaths! 
And was it the gladneſs of his heart to be 
eſpouſed ro us , which was when his E 
ther contracted him to us, and ſhall w 
think it a day of deading to ſet our feeti 
to Chriſts bed? All the merchants cannal 
ſerforth our cxcellency , when hee ſh; 
pay all our debrs,and adornus with all hy 
ces, therefore let us go forth,and bring 
Fim home to.us, wee ſhall then finde hi 


— ——_—. . 


| 


comfortable to us in the day of c{pouſals 
© THEY * 
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Ebel , thou art faire my love, behold, thou art 
faire, thou baſt doves eyes within thy lockes : thy 
baire is 4s a flock, of goats , that appeare from mount 
Gilead. 

2 Thy teeth are like a flock of ſheep that are even 
[bta,which came up from the waſhing:whereof every 
one beare tivins, and none is barren among them. 

3 Thy lips are like a thread of ſcarlet, ani thy | 
ſpeech is comely: thy temples are like apiece of apome- 
granate within thy locks. 

- 4 Thy nech, is like to the tower of David, builded 
w an armory, whereon there bang, a thouſand buck- 

s, "pony of mighty men. 

5 Thy two breaſts are like two young Toes, That 

«re twins, which feed among tbe lilies. 

, _ FRONT, 


Yd. 


z o 


The Song of ſongs. Cl k | 


away ; I will get me to the mountaines of Myrrb, 
to the bill of Frankincenſe. 

7 Thou art all faire, my love , there is no fpu 
Cone wth me from Leknon my uſe) 

$8 Come with me from on ( my ſpouſe ) with 
me from Lebanon : looke from the top of Ama 
the top of Shenir and Hermon, from the Lions den 
fromthe mountaines of the Leopards. 

9 Thou baſt raviſhed my beart , my ſiſter, 
ſpouſe 3 thou haſt raviſhed my beart with one of thi 
eyes, with one chaine of thy necke. 

10 How faire is thy love, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe! 
bow much better is thy love then wine ' and the (mel 
of thy oyntments then all ſpices ! 

11 Thylips, O my Jpouſe,drep as the honey=c 
boney and milke are under thy tongue, and the ſmell 
thy garments is like the ſmell of Lebanon. i: 

12 Agarden incloſed is my ſiſter , my ſpe 
ſpring ſbut up, a fountaine ſealed. 

13 Thy plants are an orchard f pomegr 
with pleaſant fruits, camphire, with ſpikenard. 

I 4 Spikenard and Saffron, Calamus and Cin 
mon, with all trees of Frankincenſe , Myrrb, 
Aleer, with all the chiefe ſpices. 

15 Afountaine of gardens , a well of living y 
ters, and ſtreames from Lebanon. 

- 26 Awake, O Nortbwind, and come thou St 


out : let my beloved come into his garden, and eat | 
pleaſant fruits. ? 


Tm 


6 Untill the day breake , and the ſbadowes fla 


blow upon my garden, that the ſpices thereof may f «| | 


5 nt 


IM Ch.4. The eft ate of the Church in Chriſts time, 101. 


6  Tuz ExvrianatioOn. | 
Cant. 4+I,—6. Behold, thou art fair my 

) wit love behold, thou art fair thou haſt doves eyes 

ll within thy lockes: thy haire is as 4 flocke of 
dens yours, that appeare from mount Gilead, &rc. 


7, is Chapter deſcribes the eſtate of 
f thin # the Church in her periods : 
. Firſt,in Chriſts time,under his Miniſte- 
py, verſe 1.—6. 

Secondly , after his Aſcenſion, under 
cot! Apoſtles, verſe 7.—11. 


he firſt ten Perſecutions,ver.12.—16. 
The Church in Chriſts time is com- 
ended and deſcribed, 


Firſt,by her ny {x pron vong | 
ou art faire ny love, thew art faire. | 
Secondly , the beauty of her ſeverall 
rts,at that tinie moſt conſpicuous : as, 
Firſt, of her eyes, verſe 1. 
Secondly, Of her haire, verſe 1. 
Thirdly, of her teeth, verſe 2. 
- Fourthly, of her lips, verſe 3. 
Fifthly, of her temples, verſe 3. 
. Sixthly, of her necke, veric 4. 
Seventhly, of her breaſts, verle 5. 
G 3 Secondly, 


(meld Thirdly , after their departure, during | 


| 


— 


A. 
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The Church faire in Chrifts time, Ch4, 


c Mar. 11, 


19, 
d John 14 
20,21. 

£ John 12. 
19. 


| 


Secondly , the death of Chriſt falling 
out in her time, verſe 6. 

Behold, thou art faire.) Faire twice 
peared implies , by an uſuall Hebraif| 
that ſhe was very fair: and beloved twic 
repeated, argues her eminent beauty wa 
very conſpicuous ; ſuch was the eſtate of 
the Church gathered by his Miniſtery 
and flocking after him. 

Firſt, it was faire and beautifull, pa 
in her flocking after him a, 

Secondly , leaving all to follow hin 
* hanging upon his mourh,and wondri 
at the gracious words and deeds comity 
from him, | 

Secondly, inhis both, 

Firſt, preſence with her, as her light 

Secondly , decking of her by his 
niſtery. 

This beauty of the Church was we 
knowne, yet ought to have beene bet 
obſerved: ; 

Firſt of all, bythe children of wi 
dome c, 

Secondly , of all thed Greckes , 
ſtrangers « of the Phariſces and Elders.” 

Thou haſt doves eyes within thy lockeWll 
Doves (as before, Chap.1.15.) are r | | | 


— 


4 | Chis. How the Church hath Doves vyes. 


—i "Firſt, for their chaſtneſle. 


prong of uncleanneſſe, but 
there is withall in their eyes, 

11. Cleanneſle, 

2. Simplicity. 

This implies that the Church at that 
time 

Firſt , faw more clearely ſundry truths 
about Chriſt then the Fathers had done f, 
orthe preſent Governours 8. 

Secondly , was of a fimple and inno- 
cent looke and demeanour h, 

Thirdly, looked with a chaſte eye, af- 
ter Chriſt alone i, 
Fourthly , loathed theuncleanneſſe of 
Phariſaicall ſuperſtitions &, 

Within thy locks. ] For their knowledge, 

h cleare in many things, yet percci- 

ved not ſundry plaine points :'as, | 

'Firſt, the Death and Reſurrection of 
Chriſt 1, 
'* Secondly , the leaven of the Phari- 
ſees m 


As the eye within lockes of haire is 
{hindred from diſcerning things lying 
| openibefore it. | 
|. **Thy haire as 4 flocke of goats that appeare 
Ijrom mount Gilead, ] 


G4 Baire 


fLuke 10. 


Ro 
« 1.47. 
i Joh.6.68 


k Mat.1s. 
122 


| Luke 18, 
33,33334- 


— 


! ſr04 Clrifiorbowcald hare and gow. 


Haire , though it long e 
head, yer it on rns o. IH . 


Firſt, fall of it ſelfe. 

Secondly , bee cut off: fo wee of 
common Chriſtians of that time (as | 
were) haire, 

x. For multitude. 

2. Hanging on Chriſt the Head. 

3s many of them from him : 
Firſt, either of themſelves », or, 

Secondly , cut off by the praQtiſes c 
- | the bPrieſts : : hence it was that Jeſus dh uſt 
not commit himſclfe to them c, 

As a flocke of goats. Which arc wont; 
*| Firſt, Fon en ON- 

panics z 0 people gather a: 
Chriſt. 

Secondly , tobe without a ſhep 
asthis people were 4. 1 
; Thirdly | wer ememns, = "at| 
member croulty,upon roc | 

So the people came from farreto car] 
.| Chriſt e, ar anon in danger for feeding 
we 1 NG flcke of ſee 1 | 

Thy teeth are Like 4 flocke Ld 
even (horne which came up from the waſhings 
whereof every one beare twins , and none is)" 
barren among them. ] nl 


—- 


: - +4 nd 
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14 ++ The Apoſtles all equall. 


þ Er mmnarDants 


bringeth forth _ 
Fe oe ogg | 
OL ings Loma anſwering to his fellow 
none wanting, as it is a 
ihe wok to be. Thetecth are 
as chew the meat , and prepare it for 
the reſt of the body; ſuch in that Church 
were the A » whom our Saviour 
calls a lirtle lock 5: they were all, 
butions cxebepcad hls Ellowes: For 
out WCsS: Peters 
_ ſoedcho noe beyond the reſt 
Bet dnocent Geer are even 
ſer: They that have tuſhes hanges then 
pq pm—_— and ravenous 
beaſts ; as Dogs, Bearcs, Lions, &c. Ten 
oh Apo diſdained the morion of 


Second) came up from Fohns 
== ny Indas A 
way 


te... 


The natwe of the Apoſtles dovirine. Chap 


* Mat, 19. 


away , they muſt needs ſupply hus placeſÞ | 
out of the number of ſuch as had cont 
nued with them from lohns Baptiſme. 

Secondly, they were ſutable each one 
to his fellow , and therefore the ſeventy 
were ſent out by couples *. 

Bur eſpecially they were fruitfull in 
bringi —— many lambs to Chriſt, & 
hence the ſeventy returned with joy to 
Chriſt f , and Satan is ſaid to fall downe 
from heaven before them like lightni 

= lips are like a thread of ſcarlet and th 
ſpeech is comely : thy temples are like a piect 
of a pomegranate within thy locks. 

| " lips are like a thread of (carlet,and thy 
ſpeech is comely.”] Both ſignifying the deli 
very or utterance of the Dodrine of the 
Church at that time, which was, 

Firſt,as a thread,ſlender (tens; filo) not 
plump or ſwelling with humane clo- 
quence, but favouring of Fiſher-likete- 
nuity and ſimplicity. 

Secondly, as a thread of ſcarlet , for as 
ſcarlet or purple isa princely and royall 
weare, ſotheir Docrine was, 

Firſt,touching the kingdom of heaven, 


Secondly , though tender, yet cy 


dyed in graine with royall Majeſty 
autho- 


——_— 
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* | Ch.4. Miniſters how like Pomegranates. 
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COOCEI 


07 } 


authority of the Spirit of God. 

Thy temples are like a piece of Pomegra- 
nate within thy lockes.] Temples of the 
head are they by which the whole body 
watcheth or reſterh , they are ſuch there- 


{fore as watch over the body, and for it. 


The Pomegranate was of much vſe in 
theold Tabernacle and Temple: * Aarons 


| coat was hanged with Pomegranates and 


Bells, Bells for ſound of Doctrine and 


br me ranates for reſtraining and 
eaung 


: 


the diftempersand diſeaſes of the 
mo Pomegranates are commended 
y Fernelins T, 


Firſt, for repreſſing the heat of choler, 
2.The malimity, rotrenneſſe il acri- 
mony of feavers. 4 
3. Thelooſcneſle of the belly. 
Secondly', for comforting and 
hning the ſtomacke and bowels, 
to the keeping backe all fainting *. This 
office , the Eccleſiaſtical governours of 
the Church doe performe to it z they re- 
eſſe the heat of fallings out among 
rethren, the notorious abuſes, the looſe- 
nefle, or diſtemperedneſle of the people , 
they comfort the feeble, and binde up the 
weake, and are therefore fitly reſembled 


by ) 


*Exod, | 
28. 34- 


t Fernel, 


" i 


Faith is ſtrong in Chrif, Ch.4. ; | 


by Pomegranates, yea, by a piece of a 
Pomegranarte : for it is not the whole:bo- 
dy of the Pomegranate that doth this, | 
but it, broken in pieces , by his juice and 
rinde is medicinable. | 

Within thy lockes.) Becauſe though 
Chriſt eſtabliſhed Diſcipline, and deli- 
vered it torhe Churchin his time; yet 
it was not diſplayed , nor ſhewed it ſelfe 
in open execution till after his Reſurre-| 
— ke is like the tower of David,ec. | 

mecke 1s tike the tower of David,ers.]| 
Thenecke is that part that joyneth /- 
and body t z now that which 
iſt and his Church together, 
: Which Faith in ſome of the 
of that Church in Chriſts 
time, was obſerved to bee ſtrong and 
great * , and therefore is here fitly com- 
pared to the tower of David, for an _AMr- 
0, (whereof wee read) f whereon there 

hanged a thouſand bucklers , all ſhields of 
mighty men. It ſcemes Davids raighty 
men hanged up their ſhiclds in this Ar- 
mory againſt times of warre ;zand ſoin 
like manner all the Worthies of Iſracl ; 
all the fairhfull before Chriſt , hanged | 
their ſhiclds of _ OO | 

W 


Wn 


—_ 4 berth rods. een. Alt. TISY ——— 7 a 


'S1{Ct 


ſecondly , the ſev 


whom the faith of his Church was as a 


* Faith is not ſo much 


atower of irergrh in ir elſe, 2sin Chriſt 


ow it apprehendeth. 
Thy two breafts are like two Roes 
that are twinnes , which feed, — the 


Thy two breaſts are like two Roes 
that are twinnes.] The breaſts give milke : 
now the breaſts thar give milke to the 
Church,the fincere Þ milke of the word, 
are the Miniſters, which in the Church 
of Chriſts time were a the Apoſtles ; 
:andare 


| likes. 


here called two b both asRoes, 
becauſe not tyed to any cerraine place 
within all the people of the Jewes , for 
Roes ſtay not long in a place: And both 
as twins, becauſe of equall commiſſion, 

ing both ſent alike ro the whole houſe 
of though, after the Reſurreftion, 
the Apoſtles commiſſion was calarged 
further then that of the ſeventy. 

Which feed amone the lier. For 
were ſent not onely 
or Samaritans, but L 
i the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 


—__ WF RN OW, tw A... S._ i” 


Secondly. 


Ira ey | 


| Mart. 19. 


"The faithfel how as lilles Ck 


wow 


Verſe 6, 


Mart.10.11. 


| beene inbalmed , :if his ReſurreQion had 


Rl 0. 2c. WE OR paſſhon 


| Secondly, the true-hearted or well-afs 
fected of the lſraelites, 
Theſe faithfull are here compared to 
the lillies, 
Firſt, for their whitenefle and purity of 
innocency. | 
Secondly, for their amiableneſle. 


away : 1 will get mee to the mountaines 
Myrrh,and to the bill of Frankincenſe. 

Untill the day breake, and the ſhadowes flee 
away. ] Thar is,untill the light of the Go- 
ſ ſl breake forth , and the ſhadowes of 
the Moſaicall Ceremonies vaniſh. 

1 will get me to the mountaines of Myrrh, 
and to the hill of Frankincenſe.] That 1s, to 
the Mounts, 

Firſt, of oliver, 7 where nee ſuf- 

Secondly, of Golgatha,\ fered in the 
Garden , and on the Croſſe , and nailed 
to his -Croſle all the ſhadowes of the 
Lay, and, in fulfilling them , * aboliſhed 
them. 

Myrrh and Frankincenſe , are wont to 
be uiſed in imbalming , and with ſuch like 
Chriſt himſelfe at his death was-to have 


untill the day breake, and the ſhadowes fiet| 


not prevented the women. Beſides, 


_—4TE-ES3-EL-. 
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afi\paſſion of Chriſt was a ſacrifice of a 


: 
; 


Cc © Repemtance makes ſinners amiable. 


Ii fore the place thereof is fitly called the 


Ro_ 


ITI- 


ſmelling ſavonr to God, and there- 


Mountain of Myrrh,and Hill of Frankincenſe, 
though otherwiſe the rhountain of Myrrh 

welt be mount Calvary, or Gol- 
des the place of his death :and the hill 
of Frankincenſe mount Oliver, in regard 
of his Aſcenſion into Heaven ; yea; even 
Heaven it ſelfe, whither he aſcended, may 
bewell called the hill of Frankincenſe for 
ſweerneſle. 

- This firſt doth teach us thar a Church 
may be beautifull in Gods ſight , though | 
conſiſting, | 

Firſt, of meane perſons. 

Secondly, of ſuch as were ſomerimes | 
notorious offenders, as Publicans and 
Harlots : and Tnn—_s, 

Firſt, poore e. 

Secondly Geners, yea, ugly ſinners are 
tobe exhorted to cand ſceking 
after Chriſt : 1t makes chem truly amiable 
n-Chriſts eyes , though otherwiſe in 
themſelves never ſo meane and foule. 

From hence alſo. poore finners may 
take comfort; though loaden with the 


ſenſe of their _— 


- , 


uſe r. 


* X 
. 
- 
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Mat, 23» 
23» 


in Gods fight, viz. 


with their brethren. 


ves by the Bapulme. 
| Thirdly, by fruirfulneſſe, and faithful- 
neſſe in their Miniſtery. 


uence , 
powerfull utterance ; for ſwelling words 
of humane wiſdome make mens preach- 
ing ſeem to Chriſt (as it were)a ber- 
lipt Miniſtery. 


ſes in their. Teachers, - or others of the 


Church , as the Scribes and Phariſcelfl - 


whom the people were to heare, yet the 
Church may be denominated from the 
better part very faire , as a heape « 


wheat, though covered over with abun-|- 


dance of chaffe. 
Secondly, this may teach Miniſter 
how to frame themſelves to be amiable 
Firſt , by carrying themſclves evenly 


| 
 Secondly,by cleanſing their hearts and 


Fourthly, by not affefting carnall clo- 
bur gracious and deep-dyed 


l 3 
: 
' 'V; 
: 
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, tonverſing among 


\ 
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MS. P'S . ME. NEG 


_ YT Governaurs. 


ny | 


ll. : "Sandy, ens their people with | 


and * not being drie 
Hrony 


-—wdbcy by raking moſt detighe in 
20n8 liltics, , thei ty 

ee, though ſecking alſo to 
Smet, r iNercfore nar Hoe con- 
verſing with them as the Phyſicians a- 


| mong o the ficke. 


- This may teach Eccleſiaſticall Gover- 
nours their office in the former vertues of 
the Pomegranate, to repreſle the heat of 
abuſes,the looſenchs and diſtemperednefſe 
of the people, to comfort the feeble, and 
binde up the weake, &c. 

Fourthly, this may reach the people 
how to approve themſclves to Chriſt; in 
looking after Chriſt in knowledge , ſim- 
plicity, chaſtity of ſpirit, loathing ſuper- 
ſtitions, and places of bad reſort. 

A ſpicis ut veniunt 4d candida teiFa Co- 
lumbe. 

Thou ſeeſt how Pigeons take their 
fight, 

To houſes that be faite and white, 

For , what ſhould Chriſtians. doe-in 


filthy Tavernes, Ale-houſes, Stews, &c. | 


in ſtrength of faith "Who and - yo 


OB —————_——_—__ Ah 
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[| 234 ..- Thefeenof the Primitive Ghurch. . Chg IT, 


ding themſclves'upon Chit. .. :{-;- Þ 
Thos @rs all faire. my Ps ; 
in thee. In theſe words wee have a der4 
(cription ofthe eſtate of the Church ſoon 
after Chriſts aſcention-, gathered' and 
built up by the Miniſtery ofthe Apoſtles, 
which they call the Apoſtolick or primis 
tive Church. - oF 
This Church is here ſet forth, | 
Firſt, by her compleat beauty, her full 
| faireneſſe, verſ.7. 
Secondly,by Chrifts calling her to be. 
hold the calling of the Gentiles, wer.8. 
| Thirdly, by-the raviſhing beauty of a 
ſiſter — that time : | 
' 1. In one of her eyes. 
2: One chaine of her necke. verſ.g. 
Fourthly , by her love, whichis ſet 
ok 


I. By the faireneſſe of it. 

2. By the ſweetnelle of it a-> verſc10, 
bove wine. 
 FTifthly,by the lowingneſſe,ſweetneſle, 
\and wholſomneſle of her doctrine, wv. 11, 
| Sixthly, by the ſmell of her garments, 
likethat of Lebanon, ver.11. 
' Thou art faire.) The faireneſle of the 
' Church was acknowledged before, but 


never 


mnt. om = I <7 oa.” — 


This: 7h braity of the Primitive Chutobes, 115 | 


complear fairenefle or beauty ſtandeth in 
theſe three things : | 
"Firſt, inthe integrity of all the parts and 
members of the body, for if any be wan- 
it is a maimed, a bletniſhed body, 
econdly, inthe Symmerry, or fitpro- 
portion of all the members one to ano- 
ther. 
-/Thirdly,; in thegood complexion, or 
| Fj{colour of them all. - Look what parts are 
© 1 F [requiſite for the compleat integrity of a 
faire Church,they are alt found inthe A- 
poſtolick Church in comely proportion 
of beauty Z for look, | 
Firſt; at their doctrine, and it was, 
wel 1 2 Free from all errour, ſo farre as it 
| F|was diſpenſed by the Apoſtles , Pro- | 
phers, Evangeliſts of that time *, who | « a+ .,z 
ewiſe ſuffered no weeds of falſe do- | 1234. 


0 | Urine togrow underthem *, * Rev.a.s. 
2. Their doAtrine was compleat, even 
le, | | the whole counſdl of God t. t AR.zo, 


[I . It was diſpenſed in powerfull ſim- 

ts, diciry WW. r — pe 

\ | 8]* Secondly, look at their worſhip, and 

he you may ſee, "2X 44.X 4.4. i 

ut ha, . ; | 
"'F,/The purity of Gods ordinances, 
4a - py 7 Pia without 


| [216 Thebeauy of the Primitive Churches, Chil. 


*:Cor. {| without mixture of humane inventions? 
17-2334] 2. Order, decency, cdification of 
.** | aimcdatinallthedutics adminiſtred.” . 
*AR.4, 3+ Fervency and frequency in prayer * 
zr. & 13. | and faſting, | 
a kg * | Thirdly, looke at their Chriſtian come 
4*3* | munion, and you may ſee, 
*AQ.4. I. Their unity one with another *, 
Me 2. Love, and large-heartedneſlſe ong 
uy towards another F, eſpecially totheir Mi- 
* Gal.4. | niſters*. 7 
Tagt'f» Fourthly , looke to their Diſcipline, 
and you may ſce the Apoſtles, Prophets, 
Evangcliſts, Presbyters, Paſtors, Teachs 
ers, firſt, teaching ; ſecondly, exhortingz 
thirdly, ruling : and all by, firſ, preach- 
ing z " Ahn, writing ,; thirdly, private 
conference, fourthly , good examples; 
(No Churches unprovided of Presby: 
*A&r4. | ters,in the plurall number *.) 
{ 23- Thirdly , the Deacons providing for 
the.poore, AtF.6.3.—6. 
Fourthly , both ſorts choſen by thel 
Church,A# 6.3,5. 
Fifthly , Excommunications diſpenſed] 
x Cor.s. | upon weighty occaſions, and with gred| 
Cor. | reverence,and with good ſucceſſe. | 
26. | Sixthly , Synods impoſing no _ / 


—_ 


| with mee from Lebanon : looke from i 


þ| 4 Ch.4.The ſituation of Lebanon and Amana. 7 m_ 


bur neceſſary things,cither in themſelves, 
or for the preſent uſe of the Church, 


| As 15. 26. 
| - This comely frame and order of the 


Church Paz! beholding, joyecd in it *. 
The Church was now called a Spouſe 
after Chriſt had taken our nature upon 
him 


i » Come with me from Lebanon, (my Spouſe) 
to 
of Amana , fromthe top of Shenir and He. 
mon, from the Lions dens. from the mountains 
of the Leopards. 
-"1'Come with me from Lebanon.) Itis a fa- 
mous hill in rhe utrermoſt border of Iſrael 
north ward: Amansa hill more northward 
onthe weſt of Syria, looking into Syria, 
Meſopotamia,Cllicia, 8 all Afiathe leſs. 
Hermon and Shenir.) Two names of the 
ſame hill,though happely given to divers 
parts, called allo Syr/on or Sien *. 
The Lions. dens and mountaines of the 


| Leopards.) Jeruſalem f and the Temple 


inour Saviours time was made a den of 
theeves and robbers ; bur in the Apoſtles 
time ; after the Aſcenſion, the Rulers 
grew more fierce and cruell , ſpilling the 
| loud of Stephen, and making havocke of 

H 3 the 


* Col.z.5. 


Verſe 8. 


_ 


118. 


| 


| tion of Stephe the Faithfull wandred in- 


7. | Gentiles al{o*., whereupon / .nym- 
* | bers of the Gentiles elects : Which 


- | eftabliſhthema *. Afterwards when the 


the Church : So then,inthis verſe; Cheif 


calls his Church of the: Chriſtian Jewes,| 


Firſt, ro behold from Lebapex, Hernwon, 
Amana , the Church of the Gentiles 'ga- 
__ in Antioch, Phenice, Cyrene, Cure, 

Secondly, to come out from thoſe 
dens of ravenous perſecutors at Jeruſa+ 
lem-, and to prepare.her.{elfe to.dwell! 


among the Gentiles. Upon-tbe perſecur 


to:theſe parts,: and preached the Goſpell 
partly ro the Jewes , and after to\ the 


when tydingsthereof came-to Jeruſalem; 


it was as the 'voice of Chriſt calling:tho[ 


Church of Jeruſalem to. ſend:Barnabes t6 
them, to ſee the Churches there and to 


Church .of the Gentiles ' increaſed [in 
number and grace ,. and the. Jewes. in- 
creaſed and: grew up-in blaſphemy and 
rage againſt the Goſpell ; :Chriſt called 
his Church at Feruſaleni to leave thoſe 
dens and mountaines of Lions and Leo- 
pards, "4 

My fifter. ] This implicth that Chriſt 


Chriſt hath removes for his church, Chi |} 


i 


now 


———— - — — 


Wf Cha rhe charb oftte clo adiir. ins © 


row ſpeaketh not rothe mother Church 
of the Jewes; but toa ſiſter Church; the 
Church of the Gentiles, ſuch a fiſter : as is 
alfo a ſpouſe, -a true Chitch, now Hirſt 
called # fiſter-by reaſon of the acceſſion 
be dear kg 
od raviſhed my heart, ter , vey 
ſPuvte; thow' hi con drgricg ve 1y heart mh ec ore 
Pg es, wth one chaine of thy neck, 
hou haft rwviſhed "my heart, thou haſt ra- 
4 my heart, ] This implies that Chrift 
overcofnic exceedingly with the love 
df the Chiirch: for ſuch reperitiotis itn- 
ab t Hebrew Phraſe, a ſuperlative 
EXC 


| Thi fo affeRing Chriſt was 

Amtioch,the fir Church ofthe Gentiles, 
feated berween Amana ar Ons; for 

Barnabes, the grace of G 

rien, Foyer Firth glad of ir, fo tae 
his fpirit was ſtirred up to exhort ther 
to continue. and grow up * :-yea, hee 
went ont arid fought Saxl, to bring him | | 
[among them * ; and they borh ſpent. a 
| | hole yeare there, and did winne moch 
people» ſo that thar Church was feſt 

. |calted Chriſtian, they firſt had their huf- 
'batids name, the-name of Chriſt firſ put 
| & is upon 


© Tho and what the Chrchet et. Clay 


upon them, for the forwardneſſe of his 
love to them,and theirs tohim. 
With one of thy eyes) The cycs of the 
Chugch, are ſeverall, according} as /the 
| (+! rch-may be ſeverally confularals » for} 


in one office, were as oneeye tocn- 


eyes thereof-are knowled pang faith Þ: 


on:Chriſt alone without Moſes his JEIC- 
monies , which the 'Jewes would have 
« |thruſt upon them *, 
With one chaine of thy necke.] Chaines 
. | ignified Lawes | binding as chaines. 
Now the Church of Antioch ſending up 
Paul and Barnabas to Jeruſalem, about 
the contention which Cerinthus (as the 
ſtories thinke) and others raiſed at An- 


yy bs er TE aſſembled | 
together to publike. duties, .ſothe Mini-[| 
ſters ofthe Churchare the eyes, among || 
whom they at Antioch excelled, as Ag«- | 
- | 66} and others z among whom the Lord | lj 
was eſpecially delighted with Barzabac | Yi 
and Saul, who were {ent immediately by | Ys 
the Spirit of Chriſt to enlighten; all che | Yjs 
oroghbour countries*. So.chey two , joy- 
ne 


lighten all the parts. But'if the Chupch || 
be confidered in the members apart , the | 


I: 


k 
k 


Inthis Church faithexc up- | Yi 


— 


Chaner how aſedhy whe Tails, 


-- 
— 


moniall Lawes z * the. Apoſtles or 
ilders made a Law onde þ to abro- | © 
s.the Sonemonies x 9nd » and Ly enjoynec 
| Yffome things, partly neceſſary in them- 
[ ſive 2s tara Gormicarions party ne: 
ary ro ayoid the offences of the Jews, 
Fas to: abftaine from bloud , &c., This 
IL ante Apoics and Ele ed as 
: n the necke of the Church 
: Ar and other Churchesf;whence 
at. Church reccived As ell ra unakl 
| the other Churc! 
: F== "= -"% 
How faire is t a my , ! 
how. much better is thy love lem pu! 
the finell of thine oyntments then all ſp tices | 


«>. EEE 


_—_— 
—_ 
z 


implics the-ſame., and 
Churches, whoſe love is here ſet ng 
| Firſt, by the fairneſle of it. -. - | 


Aa YT « - © S T.D SE. GIS 


e , implied in the preferring 

[it above wine. 
| How faire, and ſtrong, and ſweet, and 
| | was the love of the Church of 
joch z which aforchand prepared a 
[contribution of their owne accord. for 
the 
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 * OT 


is bc concerning the neceſſity of the Ce- | 


. How faire is thy he ec ſe "|Site hk Siſter 


- Secondly, by the ſtrength, ſweetheſſe, | 


I27 


*A&ts. 


- .» 


Top Taimnge feruſalem, even * - 


Mee man according 6 hi ability ! The like 


t love feerned in'the 


. | ches 'of Macedonia *. A faint love 


poote men to: ſend reliefe to others : 
ſttong love for deeply poore to ſend ti 
liberality ; yet thore ſtrong and ſovect th | 
pray the meſſeiigers with muck intreaty| 
to reethve it, anda ro ih ina 
HE erm of j joy, and þ Of (| 
files dhe expettations -- "Wit 
This Finide of benevolencerhe' Apg 


| caiertiin odor: Of 2 ſivect fint* ;" 


F was {ſweeter and better ther” wihe, 


Mat.25. 
35340. 
(2-2, 
—4 
Verſe1o. 
J* Cha. 13, 
tRom. 1-8, 
Col. ZLeFo 
1 Thel. 1, 


16,746. 


| Ver.11. 


the" loye' ſhewed'to rhe poore 


= HOW Uhr nt ho bday. I 
dectyes of this firſt love ſhewes | 
greatthis fovewas utthe firſt +. - 

The _ of thine oymmients thei dl 
ſpices. ] Oyntntents, are the From 
Gods Spd.» - Theſe" gave 2: 
pott farre and neare int thofe Pri mnt tive 
Churches t. 

Thy lips O' my Spoaſe, drip as the | no! 


Chit rakes here # on 5 hin ty 
a 
m 


combe + honey and milke are under , hi 
tongue, and rhe ſmell of thy garments is © he 


the oo of $row 


Th Fa 


IN | Chg. + What the Charcbes garmems: 


bs I-7 s; © my Spoieſe;, drop as the boney-: 
eb [cub deeds nin racy ar ;| 
| | _—— EN rr | 


: fourc reſpetts ; | 

i<>ll vFirſt;/Yor- the readineſſe and flowing- 

xto\f [nſe of 3 ir dropped forth of ir. folfe, Qt, 
ty nn etcendaipies 


bell [ao-honey-corbe,-;{; 1: 1, ont 9517? 


ill} Secondly, for the: Focameſſe: oficy as 
= Jthe honey or the honcyr-camberrny/H ney'd 
Mil -Thandiy forthe hotioreſle azz a 

01107 991 20 9s2qt offer 2357 

'Fhe fark of thy garmitnts ® like the (mell 
of Leboven. } Lebanow: is / full )of: ſweet | 
if |{xees of ſpices growing 1D it, which yeeld | 
ll |a. fragrant: {melt every arr off;; _: Gar- 


ror TY 
l partlythe' (wedding garmeneof 
viſt comctrat-2 
ny ens fm carriage 
& themielyes ww 
naqarCanr Anne worker They choa- 
:dand decked themfel ves with Chriſt, 
nt oncly toitheir Juſtification, 'but-with 
_—y_" to their Sandificationy which 
bewes forth it ſclfe in; their _— 
neekneſſeparience,bonelty,faibful 


Mimnce, 


 * WH 


nifdery iofiithoſe brit Churches, intheſe | 2 


| 134 


Churches planted by 16 Apoſtles pere.Chaz.| | 


*Phil. 4.3. 
1 Thel-4. 
9,11, 
x Pet. 2, 
12. 
I John;. 
22,24. 
Euſeb, hb. 
Pls ppiſt 
bb.1o. " 
Ep 97s 
Uſe 1. 


———_ 


time , when the ſmell of garments was! 


diligence , ſerviccableneſle of their olit- 
| ward carriage, ſofarre forth asthat the? 
Heathen ſmelled 2 fweet ſavour'in their” 
whole courſe , * yea , cven'in'Tyajans' 


notſo ſtrong: yerwhata ſweerteſtinony 
doth Pliny himſelfe (though aperſeurory|Þ}. 
| nr them , when hee faid, hee could | 

nde no fault with them , buttharr 
roſc early, and went into the woodsto 
{ing +Aae to one Feſws?. 

This- firſt is roreforme- ett judge- 
ments who ſpeake of the Apoſtolicat|f 
Church as an infant and rude Church, | 
whereas Chriſt ,- whoſe. eyes were as #| 
flame of fire , and who beſt knew it; 
commends it for perfeQion of bea 
and faith it was faire: So thatifa Church| 
were ſuch, Chriſt might imbrace it with | 
both his armes. - 

This is the Church excellent for her 
Miniſters , excellent for common Chri- 
ſtians , which had pure eyes of know- 
ledge and faith, ſo'that by how much 
neerer any Church comes to this , by fo 
much the fairer it is; and by how much 
any Church comes ſhort of it , by {off 
much the fouler it 1s. 


4 


| 


Secondly, Y } 


—_ 


4] | Ch.4. Abuſet blemiſh ot, bus their roler ation. 
ur- If |: '-Sccondly , this doth teach ns that not | 


the} }-abuſcs, bur'the toleration of them doth 


ory! 


{blemiſh 4>Church, and/detra& from the 


;ans'|| | perfect beaury of it; for otherwiſe in the 
was [Þrim 


imitiveChurches were found Schiſms, 


ofy [|| | Herefies ; a denying the Reſurredtion , 
rorſ\|}Þ |uncharitable going ro Law, Inceſt, loye- 
nuld'Jf | feaſts in the Lords Supper , 
hey'[{| [tongues in the publicke worſhipzand yet 
'sto | |becauſe the Apoſtles ſtood out 
' 1] theſe and reformed them , the Church 
Ige- ||| {Riill-retaines her perfeR . In the 
ical] Church of Epheſus there were falſe A- 
rch, ||| |poſtles * , yer it was a Church ; ſo itis, 
as vi} {corruptions not cut off defile a Church: 
it; As we then defire the Church ſhould be 
uty,/\f | pure, leave we all our finnes and corrup- 
urch | |tions which may any way blemiſh the 
with | | beauty of the Church. | 
Thirdly, this teaches us to be ready ro 
r her | | extoll -and acknowledge ( as occafion 
'hri- i | ferveth) other mens labours above our 
ow-\ | owne.. Chrift gathered a Church in his 
zuck'| | owne time which hee called, Faire * , but 
y ſo.lf | this Church _ by his Apoſtles 
zwch | | hee calleth , All faire *. Ir grieveth him 
y {oF | notto aſcribe thouſands to himſelfe, and 


* ReVe3.2. 


uſe Jo 


* Cant. 
4-1. 

* Cant. 4. 
To 


ten thouſands to them z yea, hee forctold | 
it 


os 
. 


[ 


[ k _= 


heme may leave «Church; Click 


| | Tohe14:12- 


* x Cor. 
L520» 


| Luſes. 


(blefled be the Lord)from whom the Se- 
-| paratifts. would 'have us to depart : But 


ring our prayers z —— 


it; and - promiſed it —_—— \ 
How farre was hee from a Spirit of cnvieſ 
and:enmlation.,. though indeed: all their 
fucceile was by: his grace and bl '| 
Paul Gai, * By the grace of God Tam 3 | 

1 


| c 
ty 


4 5 


am 2 The cantrary- Spirit of emularic 
hindereth Churches from taking t 
which'is their own from one another. 

Fourthly, hence we learn inwharcaſe 
one Church may ſtep from-another, to|| 


wit,” - 

Firft, when Chriſt leaveth a:Church, 
and' gocth away with us from irs Co 
with me fron Lebanon (my ſpowſe,) with me :| 
So when: Chriſt leaves forlakes a 
Church, wee may leave it and goe out] 
with hum. ' , 04 

, when a Church is become] 
an univerſall ſpotted-Leopard,and a cru- 
cll Lion, blaſpheming and perſecuring 
the 'Goſpell of Chriſt, as * 

Theſfethings were found in Rowe, from 
whence wee de not- in Emgland, 


— 


Chrift ſtall vouchiſafes to be with us,con- 
verting ſoules , feeding his lambes, hes-| 


, oo Loca 5” Aan}DO£a x; co ooQ$ zz. 


— — 


, { 
at 


Vi 
| 


Q 
jr 


"i | 
S 1 
our! 
me 
_ 
Ing 
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Chai in. tryeth -without feare of lawes, 


yea with Pence en Chrifh gaes, 


goe with him 


[when there are dens of Lions , and men 
cannc keep the profeſign, of Chriſt, 


ue fall into their mouthes,, then is is 
time to goc : But are there thale cayſes 


wy | pow £ Doth not Chriſt dwell here inthe 
 ([@nplicity of his ordinances? As long as 


Chriſt 3s here in England, let us not goe 


Hlaway : but ſay, as Perex and * John, Lord 
| Cw Safer a8 2 tes hebben mee 


gernall life.” As long as Chriſt is pleaſed | 
to feed us, to ; wang 4 ike and honey-into 
our ſoules, lt us not. depart, 
- Fifthly , this may teach us how to knit 
ſp hevre of Chriſt to us in raviſhing af- 
10n,by cleaving to Chriſt wich ſedled 
e *, by abounging in helpfalnefſe 
wthe Saints, by procuring and keeping 
Richfall ſhepherds, by burthening the 
Church nor with many chaines of lawes, | 
but onely with few, and thoſe neceſſary : 
Wl theſe are formerly mentioned in the 
Church of Antioch. As ever we deſire to 
_ the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to love us, 
us grow in knowledge, faith, and all 


: 
_—__ 


Gving graces of his Spirit, and bereby 
ſhew 


Pe — III OE n- 


een ene — mmm 


| a8 Haw Miniſters may become amiable. Chi 


ſhew our love to him , and then ye ſhi 
finde Chriſt raviſhed with our loye. 
 Sixthly , rhis doth teach us what kin 
of love Chriſt acknowledgeth and cm 
braceth , to wit, faire, ſtrong , ſwee 
cheerfull,inan enlarging our ſelves to the 
reliefe of his poore Saints, | 
Seventhly , this doth teach Miniſter 
how to make their Miniſtery amiable tc 
Chriſt, (not to preach once a moneth, « 
quarterly , b the preaching of the Law 
but) to be full as the honey-combe drop- 
ping out of it ſelfe , to preach ſweet Do- 
arine as honey, and wholeſome as milke, 
for the nouriſhment of Chriſts lambs. 
The Paſtors and Miniſters of the Pri- 
mitive Church did this withour help c 
Univerſities;what a ſhame then is this for 
us to come ſhort of them in ſuch abun- 
dance of outward helps and meanes!\ 
Wouldeſt thou be a faithfull Miniſter {We 
let thy Doctrine drop as honey , preach|h 
willingly,freely, ſweetly, comfortably. |H- 
Laſtly, this may learne and ſtirre 
Chriftians ſo to walke , and fo to furniſh: 
our ſelves with inward graces, and with a 
outward commendable carriage , as may} 
yeelda ſweet favour and ſmell ro God(ſſy 
if . 


[ 
— _ _ 
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tha. The Charch ander the ro. Perſerutions. 


 (halfand mar), that" it may be like-the ſmell of |' 
-*Yikebanon, that men may ſinell a ſweet |; 
favour that come neere them : let our | 


: 
hearts be inwardly furnifhed with the | 
+ graces of God as with ſweer oyntments z 
(4 id our outward ents, our outward 
[converſation ſo directed with honeſty, 
Fiuitcgrity, humility, meckneſſe. and love; 
F&c. that our names be not diſhonouted, 
{much lefſe God by our meanes. Caſt | 
LawElwe afide ſtinking drunkenneſſe , whore- 
irop-Fſdome , malice, covetouſneſle, 8c. And 
| Do-Fjthus doing wee ſhall take away all of- 
nilke,Fffence; ſo doing, Chriſt ſhall look at us as | 
, YjbS faire ſpouſe, and ſay , 7 hou are all faire | 
- [my love, ver: 7: 
lp off * A garden incloſed is my ſiſter , my 
is forlll/ we.) | 
bun-© - After the Church gathered by the 
nes? Fl Miniſtery of the Apoſtles,next followeth | 
ſter* Fthat undet the ten perſecutions, which is | 
reachiFhere defcribed, | 
dly. + Firſt, by her reſtraint, verſe 13: 
A 7} . 
e up\F'* Secondly, by her privacyverſe 14. 
ruſt Thirdly,by her fruitfulneſſe, refreſhing 
and watering others, verſe 15. 
may \F- Fourthly, by her prayer in this eſtate: 
od|wherein conſider, | : 
: I 1. The 


— 


Verſe 12. 


' "2, The Petitions; which are three, 1 
Furſt, for the arifing of the winde, and 
coming into the South, wer. 16. 
' » Secondly, for favourable blaſts of itg 
andthat for rhis end, the flowing forth of 
her ſpices. 
Thirdly, that Chriſt would come in- 
to his garden, and cat his pleaſant fruits, 
verſe 16. | 
2. Chriſts anſwer thereunto : 
—_—_ cometh into - "_ 
Secondly, he gathereth and enjo 
the fruits of: it. of Ag 
Thirdly, he fils his Churches friends 
with a large meaſure of plenty, Chap. 5.1, 

A garden :)] The Church is here fo 
called, as werſe 13. an orchard; orasitis 
in the originall, Paradiſe, as if this were 
the garden of Eden. Allthe world is asa 
wilderneſſe, or at leaſt a wilde field; 
onely, the Church is Gods garden of 
orchard, in theſe three reſpects : 

Firſt, as the garden of Paradiſe was the 
habitation of {dam in the eſtate of inno- 
cency, ſo is the Church of all thoſe who 
are renewed into innocency. 

Secondly , as in that garden were al 


—_ MSSwfc os on 


==—= =, oy A, 


manner of pleaſant and wholeſome 
herbs 


| PR => tz TS. 


he ad org fointhe Church 
are all manner of uf! 


full and favoury 
S. 


Thirdly,as a man walketh in his garden 
torefreſh himfelfe; ſo doth Chriſt walke 
inhis Church, yea and calleth his friends 
thither to walke with him. 

A ſpring, a fauntaine: ] Not becauſe 
the Church is the fountaine of grace; 
but becauſe , Chriſt being init, itis the 
ſpring or fountaine of the waters of life 
unto all *, 

MA garden, ſpring, fountaine-, incloſed, 

#p, ſealed : ] Not by a pale or wall of 
defence by Chriſtian Magiſtrates, but 
mther ſhut up by reſtraint, for the word 
fignifies to incloſe or ſhut up, as with 
lockes and fetters. 

Againe , the Church prayeth for the 
inlargement of the flowing of her ſpices, 
ver.16. and therefore her preſent ſhutting 
up was uncomfortableto her. 

The Church was then ſaid to be 


ſhut up, 
Firſt, becauſe under the perſecutions 


it was ſhutup in priſons, and other places 
of puniſhment , as under lockes and 


I 2 Secondly,| | 


—tr7 ” De. - WW 17 


The Church how fouled us. lrg 


Secondly, becauſe the Church then 
| aſſembled m private cloſe places, = 
| dens, &c, and not in the open places 9 
townes or cities, | 

Thirdly, becauſe it was ſhut up from 
free accefſe of forainers, men withouty 
neither were the Emperours willing 
their Subje&s ſhould repaire to them, 
nor the Church willing ro admit all pro- 
miſcuouſly, | 

Thy plants :] That is, thy children or 
members, as an orchard of Pomegranates) 

Camphire, verle 14. Spikenard, Safron, C4 
lamrs , Cinnamon. The children of thi 
Church are compared to theſe whole» 
ſome and ſweet fruits, trees, herbs, ma 
double reſpe& : ial 

\ Firſt, becauſe the vertues of theſe 
fruits and ſpices arc eſpecially ſeen when 
they are cut and powred out, or beaten, 
or burned, or bruiſed: So it is with the 
graces of Gods children ; they are chief- 
ly excrciſed by the hard dealing of perſe- 
cutors. [l 
Secondly , there was in the faithfull 
then perſecuted a reſemblance of the vers 
tues of theſe fruits and ſpices. 

Pomegranates repreſle and —_— 

t 


-\S9S. 
y , 
; 
£1 
p 


| 


roCalamus helps 


POD 


Chrifiant how compared to Spices. 


—  W—— 


— - 


the looſeneſle of the belly z, they. alſo 


| comfort 'the ſtomack and bowels, and 


prevent faintings and ſwoonings. 
Camphire, with his ſweetneſle of ſmell, 

delighteth and ſirengthneth; the ſpirits, 

cheereth upthe minde, helpes the ſtone, 


{reftraines ulcers. 


Spikenard\ ſtayeth diſtillarions from 
the: head, ſtrengthneth the ſttomack, di- 
gefteth cold himours , helpeth conce- 


[Eats thinneth flegme, helpes lethar- | 
[-#ves, coughs, avd pluriſies, furthereth di- 
Igeftion,; comforteth the hearr, redreſſes; 
ihe 'rortennefſe of the other parts, which 
| engthned,  - 

the paſſages of the urine, 
and! the faults-of the reines, hclpeth alfo 
he womb- and conception. 

t::Cinndmon ſerengrhneth and cheereth 
the ſpirits and minde, dryerh up rotten 
matter , helpcth againſt poyſon,, war- 
h and' fixengthneth the {lomacke to 
tion. . '' 


| i Frenkincesſe reftreineth [and helpeth 


alleers, gouts,' fluxes of bloud, cleanſeth 
and glucth up. wounds and. ulcers, 


I 3 XMyrrh 


—— 


theheat of choler,the mal ity of fevers, | 


Camphire. 


Spikenard 


Safcon, 


- 


—_ 


" Cliifhenrwherewhite Spices. Gail 


Aloes, 
Fernelius 
de netbed. 
wmidend lib. 
4.C4þe7,9, 
19,21,2 74 
26,27. lib, 
6.c4p Izy | 
13, 1412+ 


. — > = - - a= << 


Vaſe 15. 


Joh.4.10. 


| fort the faint-hearted, to knirthe 
| bers together, 


| 


$i ere vatem Mere oe 
up Iuperfiuons hamours, | 
ſſe. of breath , reſtraineth ook and 
itchineſſe, filleth 'nlcers and wounds 

with fleſh. "2887 
Alves cleanſe tough flegmeand choler, 
drieup raw and cold humours, preterve 
ſtruQi- 


the reſt from putrefying, 0 
ons, ſtrengehen he lac Frongy 
Sutable to the vertues of fruits 
and ſpices, perſecution bred and ſtirred 
up inthe faithfull graces of like efficacy, 
to reſtraine heats of emulation, contenti- 
on, ambition, to reprefſe ulcers of mal- 
onity and diſ-affe&tion one toanother, 
le the coldneſſe, hypocrifie, and rdt- 
tenneſle of their ſpirits 4 to ſtay diſtillats- 
ons of cold raw matters , dropping from 
the head Biſhops of Rome; as alſo-w 
ſtrengthen appetite ro the Word,to com- 
mem- 


A fountaine_—> of gardens, &rc,) For the | 
Church, pouring out her confeffions and! 
martyrdomes for the truth , propagit 
and watered many Churches, for,.ſas+ 
guis martyrum was ſemen Eccleſia , 4 
of living waters, The Church'was a 

t 


PP—_—_ 


— 


3 


- 


—— 


wich 


p 
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the graces 'of the wo 

nh fach go p i'F ar hi 

uc 

Tikes, thr wikings of he Proper 
Iracl, the writings '0 rophets 

12d Apoſtles, 

\ Awake, or riſe, 0 Notthwind, &c.] The 
Churches deſire that a winde might ariſe 
in the North, and come into-tho South : 
to wit, that Con#antine, boxrn'in.; .Tork; 
would come into the ſoutherne parts,and 
take the Empire upon him, (and blow »pon 
my gardes) driving away the blaſts of 
Eaſterly perſecutions, and breath favou- 


-x whpigulys the Church, 
the t cats of the per 
ions whic ms "Church CAT 


he Church prayeth not the South to | 

came; but the North to come into the 
Fm «lſe 

Firſt, the word blow, if it had reference 


Jto both winds, ſhould have been ofthe 


urall number... ... 
Secondly 2 Norrhwinde and Sourh- 
winde blowing together , would inter- 


4rupt and crofle one another by their con- 


{trariety. 


I4 That 


es. of the Spirit, as ftrea- | 


'Verſe I6. 


i. 
k 


— — mi 


— A. A . 


Whamanty Spices of the Garden. Ig 


J's - That the i teu aa fofen 


Thar the pell and Ordinances! c 
Chriſt and: the graces of his children) 
which were there reſtrained” from rheir 
free manifeſtation by the perſecutions; 
[might have free paſſage, / -'! | 

. my Hoek come into ont. harteh, and 
|| dat of. bus ple wits;]-Ler" Con 

piers em, and partake of the res 


of the Churches Reviceapde yRoma 
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| "oe into Tp arden, m on, f ifter, my Spouſe, T 
b wit 


CANTICLES, 
ALS 2B 
SONG OF SONGS 
Reed and —_ 


KT: (SY INES THOR Þ mn 
1 Tnsz Text. 
CHAP. 5. 


gathered my ſpice," I dave | 
eaten my _— with: my boney, I bave 
my wine with my milke :\(2ate, O friends, ag; yea 
drinke abundantly, O beloved. 
"5 Ffletp, but my beart waketh, it is the-vgre of 
wy beloved that kuocketb,” ſaying-; Open 16 mee my 
ſiſter, my love , my dove, my undefiled : or my baud 
vid 9 with dew, and my locker with ve dhe the 


v2 Theve put off my cvat bow (bal Tpue ini FT 
bave waſhed my feet, bow ſhall Fdefile them Þ 71 | 
4 My beloved put in bi&'band 'by the ole of the 


Troſe iy to open to my beloved, arid ny hands 


5 and my bowels were moved for bam" *: 


dropped 


m—_ 


ys with Myrrh , and my fingers with fweet| 
6 


p,Myrrb , «pon the bandlcs of the locke. | 
opened to my beloved , but my beloved bad 
with-drewn bimſelfe ; and was gone + my fouls fats 
led when be fake : T ſought bins, but I could not find} 
bim ; T called bim, but bs gave me no anſwer. 

7 Fe watchmen that went about the city found 
me, they [mote me, they wounded me, the keepers of 
the wals took away my vaile from "of Feruſal 

8 I-charge .you, O daughters em, if ye 
an ried, that ene bim , that T am HH 
of love. 

9 What is thy beloved more then anotber be- 
loved,” O "thon faireſt atriong women 7 What © 
thy beloved more then eitother beloved, that thou doft 
ſo charge us ? | | 

10 My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefeſt & 
Mong tent thouſand. + .. ' I 

11. His bead is as the moſt fine gold, his lockes ame 
buſhy and black, as 4 Raven. 

12 Hi eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers 
of water, waſbed with milke, «nd fitly ſet. '% 

. 13 bile aeekgs are;as @ bed. of fpices, as ſweet 
flowers « be is ike lfles, doping ject jen 
Arr nt 4 


\ 44-oBhic bands are_o5 gold rings ſet with the 

| Beryl : bis belly is as bright Tvory overlaid wit 
[Saptirevae | ed ty 41 

i 15 His legs are as pillars of marble; ſet upm 


fockg19 of fine gold, bis countenance is as Lebanon, 
| excellent as the Cedars. _ _ - 
..X6 His mouth is moſt ſweet, yea, ej aloeyy 
t 


Ch, OI oem ——_— — 


2 
a7 
Y 
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i 


[take inall the 


"Moroves Tyree | 


Feſery Thi # my beloved, and this is tend, 
pore of Jeruſalem. >. 


it. Pe I nn IR 


— 


Tusz ExP?LANATION:. 


Canr.5.verſe 1. 1 am come into my - 


dep, 1 fer, my ouſe, I have 
Myrrh with my if ry pe. 
combe with _—_ T have drunke'my 
oo plagart—<A eate, O friends , drinke , - 
binke abundantly, 0 beloved. ] 


(Oorfanie came intothe Church, ne 
of it, did 


joycd the fellowſhip = 
ca and tichl 
Church aod all 


rts of it 
endowed its othar the 
her friends did cat and drinke, yea _ 
&d drink. abundantly of wealth, prefer- 
=p +5 mga was that ſhe fel in- 
102 
% Firſt, this ſerves to fiirre-ins 1 


to 


thankefrllnedſe and fruitfulnefle,r0 
hath, -us not in the —_— 
nefie of the world ;-butin the. 
nth. If, wee now trantgreſfe. 
oO L, cating of , the forbidden frujes 


usont of ito 5.5 £5 VG 
Secondly, 


n | 


take bis garden fram'us; and, by 


4 


uſe 6. 


Uſe 7: 


'' | of» xhatch nottreaſons, ſchiſmes, fa 
| favou y-and wholefome 
+ | - |whatſavoury, and wholeſomentidpreci- 


"1 [4bW! ffi 


|rors!y not.dapgers; dags, powder, piſte 1 


ly fituations ofthe earth are but dunghils 


the Church is a garden,and in it are foun- 
_—_— living waters for every thirſty 
oule.n : el Yon 
.. Thirdly, though\the Church be ſome 
times in open view af all, as a-City fer og 
a billy yet it is ſometimes alſo. otherwiſe, 
inclo ,Hur'up, ſealed. ' 
Fourthly, when' the Church is.ſbut up 
in corners and conventicles, the members 


ons, but ftill remaineth as-4:gavgen, of- 
chard, fountaine, yeelding ſwccrwatcis, 
its} 230/05 
[. Fifthly, ſee the wonderfull-aſerofab 
Alitions and perſecutions tothe Church; 


ous graces are thereby exerziſerh ,) ye 
tily ctorh' the Church (then 
nit is moſt reſtrainede- 111271 
weapons of 


ſpread 
-72'Hixehly, ſee-then whaz thie 
the-Church werecagainſt-theiv pe 


rebellions, treaſoris, 8c. but prayers for 
moreiſeaſonabletimes. - v7 L108 
Seventhly, wee are tobe ftirred upty 


Fi % 
% #2 k 


pray, 


Prayers the Churches weapons. Chigith 
| - Secondly, thislets us ſee, all the good- 


and deſerts,in compariſon of the Churchy|F 


(H}Ch'si 7heChurches fate after Conftatitine. x48} * 
pray,-that-God- wonltd' now ftirre up a | 
wholeſome Northwinde , to blow Fs: 
yourably upon the '"Churches' beyond 
the ſeas, and ſtrongly againſt their e- 
nemies, © - ._ - 

Eightly, this may teach us whileſt we 
enjoy at home thele faire blaſts, not to 
ftreame forth the unſayoury corruptions 
of our owne ſpirits, bur the ſweet graces 
of God z, elſe wee abuſe theſe ſweet op- 
portunities wee doe c joy 
;: Laſtly, it is atime of much rejoycing 
when God ſtirreth up Kings and Princes 
to. come into the fellowſhip of the 
Church, and to partake of Gods ordi- 
nances in the ſame. 

I fleepe_, but my heart waketh , it is the 
yi of my belvoed that knockah , ſaying; 
Now followeth the deſcription of the 
eſtate of the Church from Conſtantines 

[time to the time of reſtoring of the 

Goſpell, and reforming of the Church 
by the Miniſtery of Lather , and other 
late Divines. 

' After that Conſtantine had largely en- 
dowed the Church with peace, and 
wealth, and honour ; it fcll into an cſtate 


Bi ©! of 


W_—_ 


Ti4a © The Chwrokes eevrit deſcribed, Ch.gh 
| of carnall ſecurity; which carnall ſecuriry 
| ix deferided, _ 

Firſt , by a compariſon, reſembling iz 
to ſleep; which ſleep of hers is ampli 
by the divers conditions , yet my heat 
waketh. 

Secondly , by the carriage of Chriſt 
towards her in this her ſleepe 5 where 
obſerve, 

1. The meanes he uſcth toawakeand 
ſtirre her up: which were, 

- 7, calling to her and knocking, as 
verſe 2. 

Secondly, putting in his hand by the| 
hole of the doore, werfe 4. 

2. The ſucceſſe of thoſe meanes,or the 
reſpe& ſhe gave tothem, or the uſe thee 
made of them ; which was double, 

Firſt, his calling and knocking ſhe neg- 
le&cth wholly, upon very flight preten- 
Ces _— _—_ 3» a Xi 

Secondly, his putting in hi 
the hole of be doore wy. by 

1. She is affected with it: My bowels 
were moved for him, ver .4. 
| 2. She upon it ſought him: which is 

further ſet forth, 
Firſt , by the degrees of her ſeeking 
him : I. She 


WiGbs. How the Church ſeckes Chrif... Nag 


lIf7 3. Shearoſe to to him, verſe 5, 
"OR 2. Her = 4þ} a, W's 
Myrrh upon the handles of the locke, 


re 5. ; 
'-3. She opened to her beloved, ver.6. 
Secondly, by the fruits or ſucceſſe of 
her ſecking, where is interpreted the fruit 
or ſucceſſe of theſe two degrees of her 


ſecking, in regar | 

1. Of Chriſt, he was gone, he had with- | 
drawn himſelf, &c. ver.6. | | 

2+ Of the watchmen, of whom ſhee 
axketh not for her beloved; but they 
{finding her ſecking Chriſt, they 
Firſt, ſmore her. 
;- Secondly, wounded her. 
\ Thirdly, tooke away her vaile from 
her, verſe 7. 

Fourthly,ſhe,not diſcouraged with this 
bad _— and hard uſage of the watch- 
men,added a fourth degree in her ſeeking 
of Chriſt ; ſhee chargeth the daughters of 
kruſalem to move Chriſt for her, wer.$. 
The ſucceſſe or fruit whercof is added ; 
for upon this charge, 

1. The daughters of Jeruſalem are 
ſtirred and occaſioned tocnquire of her, 
who Chriſt is, verſe 9, 

4 2. She 


LT 


BE TIES 


| 144 


_— worſhip 


h ———_—_ 


Verſe 2, 


2. -She by their enquiry is-occafioned 
| Aeſeride im, . RCA 13 of 
Firſt; by his colours, verſe 10, 4 
Secondly, by his eminency, werſe r0,;: 
| Thirdly, by his ſeverall members and 
parts, verſe:11, —16, . 

Fourthly , by: his amiableneſſe, verſe 

16, | | J 

- 3. The daughters of Jeruſalem by 
this her deſcriprion of him, are ſtirred 
up to affe& him, and to promiſe their 
fellowfhip in fecking of him with. her, 
Chap.6.x. 

1 ſleepe.] The Church ſurfeiting with 
abundance of proſperity in Conſtantines 
time , neglected - the purity and power 
both of doQrine and worſhip, and recei- 
ved corruptions; of which were prayers 
to Saints, building of Temples to them, 
Superſtitious regard of their reltques, 
| Images, and their worſhip , Ceremonies 
| annexed to theit Sacraments , choice of 
meats, affecting and applauding Monkifh 
life, Purgatory, 8&c. 

My heart waketh.] The Church was 
ſtill awake, 

Firſt, to hearty devotion, according to 
their knowledge, and beyond ir, 


_— 


—_— 3 


= 
Tz rm CC ac 


Secondly,! 


E "W; What Chri ſts knocking i. 


I 15! Secondly;todiſcerne ſome ſuch groe 
; herefis 25 quenched the heart and life of 
iſtianity , as the m—— Ariz, de- 


npying the Godhead of Chriſt ; Macedo- 
the holy Ghoſt; of Neſtoriae, dividing the 
__ Chriſt, of Extyches,confounding 
Ir natures: other ſtraw and ſtubble 

built upon the foundation they neglected. 

It is the woice of my beloved that knock- 
#b,ſaying,open. Chriſt uſed good meanes 
toawaken his ſpouſe, and to raiſe her up 
| from this cont: ſecurity. 

7 Firſt, = _— to her in ——_— 
fundry vines, who co 

the intolerable burthen of Ro inven- 
tions, wherewith the common Chriſti- 
ans were defiled and dabled , as Chriſt 
here complaines:His locks and haire were 
tull of the drops of the night; drops with 
coldnefle of Religion and darkneſfſe of 
norance ingendred. 


: Secondly , he knocked by the raps and | 


blowes which Conſtantine, alens, and Fu- 
han gaveto the Church , the two former 
perſecuting the orthodox Biſhopsand Mi- 
niſters and other Chriſtians, in favour of 
the CArians ; and Fulian making flat 
V K  Apoſtakie 


nar and Ennominus, denying the perſon of 


| 


Auguſt.ep, 


119, 


Humane iwventionsaf wit. uſc. 


| proces the Chitxch, ahd {ubtlely 
4 wrage- thenurſing of. Relig cligion, - 
my coat , hes ſhall I pt it on't” [ 
Fi 49 wa fa how ſhall 1 aefile them? 
1 have put off my coat. naps fate 
aptoonds the Church refuſeth to open to: 
Chriſt : ſhee pretends Religion and- the: 
| worſhip of God would appear too naked, 
if it were not cloathed with goodly and 
comely humane mventwns ; how then 
fhould ſhee in ſo naked a manner operito 
Chriſt: Humane inventions do not clothe 
Religion, or the Church profeſſing & 
with any 'comely ornaments z but, 2s it 
were with warme wry , lap po and 
lult her aſleep inthe bed 'of n 
| worthip ee ſccurty. 1 ws 
1donor here conceive that the Church 
acknowledgeth ſhe hath caſt off her Tin 
ments of Chriſts righteouſneſſe, for r 
how ſhould fhee remaine the ſpouſe 
Chriſt 2 yea , how then ſhould her heart 
have becne otherwiſe then aſlceptoo ? 
bur onely fhee pleadeth fhee ſhould ap: 
peare too naked it ſhee ſhould open t6 
Chriſt, if ſhe ſhould ny him inthe 
ſimplicity. and nakedneſfe of. hs ww 


| ordinances, 


—O—— 


JCk5. 902 Chancher waſhing buy fect. 


__y 


IF ane fed Wy J] Not withehe 
| eee of 1 ge, '$6+" "that woutd 
IO THAN dedirnicait; Gin furthe- 

& worſhip vF God bur 
&d het! feet, Te tas ky 
kv; Het” conveiſaion Romathe- 
ang nc _— - :Thbethad>ta- 

ef) up a_devour regar V 

tiſh or-mionk:iſh Gly eewcanes, 
ſhe cleanſed and Waſhed "in theſe 
jot betake het Tefe to wor 
thel, rd it his ſimple ordinatices;and 
Fre any, without ſoave 


Eleſech hoy bot both ally owed merpcer 
— a defilertient , in compariſon of 
ſirperſtitious devotion; arr 

"My \betnket pu put in his hunt by tht haleof 
- doore , and m bowels were moved for 


beloved put in his hind by the bote of 


de :JOr; My beloved pat done this 
by the hole of the doore. P Either of 

Pile (ng that Chriſt&id at firſt uſt 
ies for hittiſfe to open the doore, 
hen ſhee wotld not; attertipting tore- 
Ove the irpodiments which hinder him 


tom enjoying'His' ſpouſe 5 Birſt pa bi 


wo Cs —_ 


"Til poo rmnioank, | F 


' hand by the hole of the doore, when hee ftir- 


red up Chriſtian Ecaperggtaluch as An 


tianus, and both the Theadeſei,. tocall Sy+ 


ather 
nods,and to command theF TR 


bled, togiveall diligence to root out 
herefics,, and: 


ations; of dy ak 
and worſhip,that the pureand bay 
might ſhine forth: 
. How cafily-might theChurch upon ſuch ſuch 
encouragements;, have broken 


and- bolts of Syperſiing Frey crept pee 


worſhip of God, wherebyChriſk ; was de-{ | 


which blaſp = dim of th 
Trinit Z how t 

to redieſſeall other cnormitics [nege 
raptions2 Beſides,Chrilt is ſaid to put ig 
his hand by the hole ofthe door,when he 
puts his ſpirit, which isthe power and fine] 
gerof Gog*,mto the hearrs of his people, 
| whereby they. are enlightened. to -know| 
him better ; and ſtirre up:men honeſtly t 
ſeeke after him. So Chriſt culightcne 
and ſtirred up Leo 1ſauricus.,. Conftan 


\ 


ſonnc,and Leo Copromymys , to bend . the l 


beſt endeayours to root out Idolatry,ar 


: R , ro 


mrmmmmm_—_ — —— 


4 7 Ct A eo Forfar "_ 1 


1to70% 100-7, ws army rao IG | 

joe abuſes in.Gods worſhip. | | 

| we 000-09 re” him. Theſe. 

1$0OC iftians atthar/| 

im exten recur yur phane apr ar 
tothe pr © maar org. ANT) 

| I | BY 
Y: o to my. beloved, 

onde Gora Bith ropricc ab; =, 

P Fo ſweet en Jing mph, nponthe | 


ET hw ny brivved.} The 
re Emptrours [; 
arch le og wana) | 
inventions wherewith ſhee'was co 

i&bed of lecping devotion-yandendea- 
vonrec rt vac ares ina funpliciey'ok. 


= ewibmyreh, and my 
SE amet abagrh, admfe 
Ws of the locks. The cadezwours ob che: 
durch were' fweet, and dele@able, and, 
ccepral blew aric ſavoury tothe 
eve thetn;astnyreh, froity 
fort xronrion when Chmſtaminethe: 
N ſadriexs ,; called che. ſeventh 


es Colaerllnd there tru- 
K 3 ly | 


S235 EEETS 27, 


No 


T 
Is 


Tobago 


Ji folemoly Sante d-condems 

ned rhe worſtip.o t imagrs ;Analdo thett 

| mars! net e Tn =_ 
At'a Synod Frank DOOY 

1 f-apined! ta my bilmued; bot vp beloucd 

huchwithdr awie hir(elfe;, 

ſoule failed when he ſpake :'Eſanight birs > 

| Iooddd wat im: 1 cated hum, hore 

gove me yo anfmerst ©» Oh 04 06 ; .HRA 

""Pgpenrd to. my belaved.] This at 


por ETA A In 9 we open- 


he dqord 'ro-Chritb :Ionaggs: 260 
yr enema mpg 
for Chniſtro enter15[77 enCl1eoval 


| -:Blr'wy belovedh badwit 

ixd\wasl gom.J' Chriſt did "not inby 
\ro-reveale himfelf ann x onerde— 
blies, though Images were in ſorepk 

well removed;hork beceufothale ces 
fox vemoynyg, of Images Werewipi: g | 

ratbjirecerodandcxedinedyth rongh th 

| inoE the Bifhop-bÞRomera 
mommy worſhip of (Gofl-wasſtilldw 

of: Heathevifheand Jewiſh ifaperſtitionsg 
which;Chrifttooke nopleafurc ing | - 5:11 
[1089 foul! failed) when hea \ ſpate. The 

——_— Vee times weve aflembled 


Mi. 


—_— 


o 
CEE IE” . mt 


bf the Church in executing in ſomtylate | 


| 


wirh| ' 


SChis2.: Her theGhirch us'd by ber watohmen. 1510 | 
Imith-feare- and: griefe , to conſider how. | 
I Chriſt now ſpeaketh to them/afarre' off, 
| cones not neareta their hearts and con- 
| ſciences ; ſothat now , thoughthey: uſed 
{f@ch/meancs to finde bim as the times af- 
farded., yer. Chriſt did take ng pleaſure 
1nthofe meanes,inthoſe worhips, norto 
| cheiy-ſenſs, inthoſerhat uſed them... . - 
Bit warcbomtn (hat went aha the city 
{hard rv 4',, they, (matte we, they wounded we x 
tht hropert of: (he -14lls tooke awgy ny var 
Thaw: 1722: 33677 a. 
The witchmen; tbe went haut the city 
fandre,} Thy watchmonate theBi- 
Tops andMiviſiers of rhat time; as alla 
ihe keepers of 1b vals, may wet -bethe Mas 
leiraes; for divilkgovernment-.is-a wall 
non of wo 7 
I-n:Ghdyawrd mes. } ANA yer ane Uhure 
_—_—_ thein x AS free, hademne 
QT OV E wen, 7 HAVE YOu 1608 
form em whom NO elelavestFor the knew 
[iheſs-warchmenwiere of another {pirit, ras | 
{ther rrolves iddheepetloghing.ang mare 
TH $ready to beat her from Chriſt , then to 
[Y {bring herao Cbriſt.T hey ſmore me with 
Aeetires0 Excotdemiunications,asGregwy 
{the third Pope Was did Lev: 1/awrie | 
” | 


4 ers | 


| 152 "The Church wounded by herwatchmen. Clu. 
jor for om ma ene | 
ondry Chriſtians , - having intelligetice| 
that t ePitiops and Doctors were afſern.. 
rence for reſtoring of Images,in thedayes 
of the Empreſle Irene , came upon ; 
and forced: them with weapons to leave 
off ſuch decrees, theſepeople were after- 
warps difarmed aud baniſhed into fi 
| Iflands. ' Thus were the fairhfull ſmi 
with the cenſures of Bxc icatio! 
by the watchmen of the city , of baniſhs] 
ment by the k of the walls, -* | 
They wodnded me.] With the Canons 
| of the ſccound Councel of Nice ; whithet 
that Councell.afſembled in the remple 
Byzantinm'; and {cattered'by the peoj 
was afterwards tranſlated by the 
of the Biſhops of Rome." In this Coun- 
cell Images were againe' teftored , to/the| 
preat priefe of the godly, yea, to'the} NY} 
woundingvf their hearts. + The ſentenct] I} 
of a generall Councell-in the behalfe of} Y| 
ptr is no ſmall wound eothe whole} 
C ch d wot _ 4 vs F 


14 Bl 


'* They tooke away my. waile ' from meer] | þ 

When they forced the Biſhops of Rinder, | Yi 

Nice , Neo-Ceſarea, Hitrapolis, and others | Y| 
| rot 


— 


—_ 


" Waldenſeswhy ſo called. 


| om re penny 
&s. To mento © 
Ma mag. Tobrngmentoope 
|elpecia ly when they 'recant from'-rthe 
trath,is to take away the vaile. © © 
nI Ichavge 50, 0 ers of leruſalem, 
if yee oy 4 beloved, i at ye tell him tha 1 
Ee, 
I cher e you, O "RE Tevfalem.] 
The Church li her ot ſo' hardly 
alt with by tlie and 
arcsvould not give over her ſearch af- 
| briſt 3 yet now ſecketh him inthe 
tow ft ip' of private Chriſtians.and ſtir- 
xt upto Oneaf for her. 
E728 bow 7 an fake of love] That is, 
prayers acknowledge that the 


7 ready, to fail 
SSR 


| + What Tk th idleoed awe ha anether 


yl b. 4 | hope on dwg] memes? 
| ke Chbriftiaosahodaughrers of Jaw-.| 


from this day-forward,to rhe dayes 


wal || lot Perer W-aldus : Ewiom the Waldenſes 


[ons e:theirname,, were very! ignorant of 
riſt;and thercfore:they aske who hee 


| 


: "2 Was, 
wb, " 
2 
__. _ ” 
FF dias 


| [79s The Albingenles defer the Pope. Cie 
| was, 2nd whercin better then- another] 
Bue 4n-ftead of him they magni 


Church j:#oly mether Churchrwas: all 
all with: them :Her:'they' acktion 


ged to be faireſt ating in Chat bore houg ohl 
ws) they ſee nocin in Chriſt banorhen ly 
another c 


My beloved is lice and. radily ,) & g 
Thus Perris Waldar,actizen of: L006, 0+ 
; Chriſtto the gaiightcrs. -of Jerul 
beforethem the whuegnac . of tr k k 
Farr b hit yas e mddy: Karin 
his th. Therrgheeouſnaſiad | 
Jeath of Chriſt plainhy;; yer's T hk 
| opened By him, t-mafiyees! behold! 
Ehriſt;'and to/profelie him ; whotwha ill. 
by paifecution filrrednp againſt — | 


the Bifhdp-of/Roins, rhey were di 
into many places) m lied emcee 


1:21 | lyy and being ther called wid thine cal 
in many: barrels ſGnght againſtthe fouldiſ 
ers which Pope Innecent the third\ ha 
ſeng againſt pry Surge 
Mounteferd,, and- othicrs ſigned: with:t 
croffe': _ many afhich the Albee 
t hetpect ped by Reymund wk 
Fad Peter King of Ar agen; abu 


__ "_ 


ol Wes; Frecorck the 1. mberrinfewmons 


Re) were Qvercomeand foat- 
Sx nay ped of Chri- 
me; n r & rrouPpS 
Es re called 
of, as hgniferh, 

wo bro of tem thay ſand. -Againe at 
may be {aid wo be white 

Sb q ak his members, who 


ny $20 robe deſi 
uty 8 moecpariculary: ThichetS of 


I bees is 4s - oy # fr £14 Ch 3 Chal 


wncl|Flo Frederick, the ſecond Emperouncaf 
ws | 2a Princeof much qurity and watth, 


dhadioftahe-Qhuich:oD Erepolee: | 


ide fo brended with: tn; abaw: 
Whedd6ip:of, the> Chivok wh 
ca 1 ihe adfimp of Chiift and of 


tall Þ Varprrns; cho bate.he  cooketii 
\Hbarev:|, 


Som 

hit ile Orla woes ne - wa 7 back. | 
ee if lifficulty , et prevailed y forhat-ovettio'| 
0 


rol Pop k, his'ceAiouot God 


IS5: |! 


in | haſt ſhowod ontheckmhin the yerion:| 


120 — and condefronded unto BY y 


= 


mm mmm — 


' 156 = Who mech Doves 69es,* | 


II 


_—__— ww. 


His locks are buſhie,or —_— 

_—_ Curled black haireis i ſignex 
courage , and wit in hh 
promeh ” fiich was che Emperoe 


: ſuch were EC 

ſians of that that d1 

their Ny Em 

leartied men with wit , more theri 

ages had yeelded.and (ouldicivagitticn coulndy 

Dy. qproogpnc® guy than ' "nl 
His eyes are 4s the eyes of doves"by"th 

rivers 7 IO mitke pd 


h > 15 WW q2 
ves. , divi in rivers of water 
dive their bellies ce inthe mater i al WH 
thattheir cycslooke cloſe and/nt [ 
p— Aves 
of heeyes are hereſer forts by t 
the Churchy hee is not{s6 farreof 
maceat facnd ,thathehadneed of ti 
Nt yerook [þ 
Jed, iniahey ue dorexcyes al 
implyed , in thatrhey are | 
waſhed'with milkey whereas "he Poa Je 
Ln rn as hawkes &yS5, looking'es 
ly after the 


Thirdly , b 7 their fit fs 
they may Sell looke to the- —_— 


buy. The MeGrine af the Church like myrrh, x59 
hereds the Popes eyes: cannot poſſib! | 
mich .to looke we the eſtate ofthe 
ohurch ſo.far off him, * 
+ Tothis-parpoſc tended the dodrine of 
the fai Preimes.in the following ©, 
inch as Michael Ceſenus , Petrus de' Carba- 
me, lohanpes de Poliaco,, and ſuch as fol- 
ge or Ee PN 
His CHEekes Art 4s 4 Ces, 4s ſweet 
flowers : his «4 like liflies, dropping ſweet 
| (s, M . 
. His fo. od bed of ſpices.] | 
+ Checkes imply the outward face of 
Py : faithfull Charch , for the cheeks are 
-ihaplace moſt conſpicuous , which ſhewes 
_ -afithat the faithfull of thoſe times were as 
. Cllibeds of ſpices and ſweet flowers, to wit, | 
\\F{not gathered into any ſet garden, as after- | 
"ofiwards in Lathers time,* but ſcattered here 
fand there, yet of ſweet and precious ſa- 
your in the noſtrils of Chriſt.: yea, one 
{Nicholaus de Bibrath , living about thar 
ume , comparcth Faith and Picty inthe! 


${Church to "+> | gy meg RIP TC 
THis bps like bes , me 
_ wed.) The dorize ofthe Church. 
- 6) [&thoſe times was ſuch , as like myrrh, 
\F{lerved to. preſerve the faithfull from pu- 
reas)'Þ E W rrefaction, 


"_ 


4... 
1 
#7 wr: 


a 
( , 
ol 


138 ©" Wharmewnrdy hoChanthar © Oli 

* Rev.3. || trefkiioHh,actedriding to that, Thu wh 

; ye nbive alvendy, Old Taft #HIP comic. Tv 

Primicve Apoſtoliges CHARy Ray ik 
| dropped like mm honey-cotte;; being oi 

oy needy and nourlth 
| growth : f But' the" lips vf thigh 


. 
* 


TWO 


| Charchdrop rather myrrfithien honey 
they rather preſerved ſome tfuth of grate 
then yeclced any HBundant nouriſhmien 
to Þrocutt Icrtaſers the Chirth, * 7 
His hands are as gold rips fet with 
Berill : his belly #3 bri ght Ivory vor 


| I | | b |; 
” Bllg Bands art is gold rings fot withi| 
| = 4, em Wraps er of atich; i: 
their being'ſer/ with (void ries imply 
theit purity and Honity : The: if cle 
. ]eth vioiſtute and dimme ſight : &rautifiif} 
cus Rndis, de Gon. tbr. 2; tap. 8. Alli 
| theſe ſhewthatthe Miniſtery 'of the G&{ſ(8 
ſpell ſhould bethen more powerfull ; adlſ}ſ 
indeed God, abonrthat time, 2awe-1 $06] 
ſtirred.np Dante?', Martilline, Potavinek (Wi 
Ocham, Greeorins Ariminenſis, Petr ar : | 
With(Fe , and thany more, whoſe Mins] 
ſtty bronght 6n'To many, that ſore hawl 
counted ic the firſt reſurreion; yea, iN] 
Matifttates ofthat time, Ladwuiths Bavk|[{ 


! 
(if: 


A = 


: 
oh 


\New 


x" * 
th 
La 


þ wi 


" | \, « k , \ x 
13. AV Haxarandl Beth. 


wthe .Emperour ; Philip of Fraxce, Ed- 
ard th re are ery Aa ror 
many -ching$againſt the Pope, asthaſe 
thoſe hands had got more h, and 
arer felt their owne worth , and whoſe 
s were clcered to Tee more light then 
their predeceſſours. 


tl. His belly as bright Ivory overleid with 


Waphires. ] The belly is an hidden part of 
he body, yet ſuch from whichthe reſt is 
wouriſhed; which fitly reſembleth the Sa- 
gaments here,as alſoCh.7.2,which being 


Whid from thoſe that are without, yet nou- 


ih the whole body,as an heap of wheat. 

he doctrine of the Sacraments , ahd the 
adminiſtration of the ſame , was at 

Ithis time reſtored by lob» Wickliff,Se eni- 


a Ihnced by his followers,though condem- 
iiocd in the Councell of Conſtance. Theſc 


3 And} 


[ 


[Sacraments are ſaid to be overlaid with 
Saphires,whoſe property ts to ſtrengthen 


| 
$06,/$]40c cheriſh — ſolid parts,*be- 


ruſe of the efficacy of the Sacraments 


, [wuly taught and adminiſtred , to ſtreng- 


1 and quicken Gods graces in us. 


| ff His legs are as pillars of marble, ſet uptn 
Jiſcters of fine gold : his countemunee is att Le- 
exceltent as the cedars, 


| 260 honnuenngnne as 


His legs are as pillars 

ſockets of fine gold. ] qe. 
to be Iohn Has and Terome of Pr 
ſtood conſtantly in defence of A | 
even unto death , eſtabliſhed inthe | 
truth Ty grace - \ 20 it _ 

marble, ſet upon ſockets of fine 
if Hu pelo vt fs 4s fans, 

The faithfull grew ſo plentifull in 
hemia , that they ſeemed evento the 
verſary tobe like a thick wood (as many} 
| and firme) which they were not abl 

hew downe ; and therefore they wer 
forced in the Councell of Conſtance, to 


on we IP) Ho the Lork | 


4 fs ,becauſe they could not by ſtrc 


them from it. 
rower” as the cedars.)] The cedar & 
2a tree eminent for ralneſle , 'and four 
neſſe or durableneſle : ſuch © was then the} 
face and countenance of the Church, ol 
ſerved to grow up in conſpicuous emi 
nency, and in foundnefle of love to theff] 
_ , that the Po —_ were not | 
able to corru em an er Wi 
their Ons vn FIG | 
His mouth is moſt ſweet , yea , hee fl 
| <bogether lovely. This is my beloved, 


. 
a. a => 


iS Ch.s. How Chrift altogether Ihvchy. 167! 
Mand thi is my friend, O Daughters of Fe- | 
fatem. Fa TEE 


- His month 's moſt ſweet. 
''The dodrine "of the Goſpell was 
[taught more and more ſavourly by Fo- 
\hannes Rocheſana, and: other Miniſters in 
Bohemia. 

He_— ts altogether lovely, or deſfireable_.) 
Chriſt then began againe ſo ro diſpenſe 
himſclfe to his Church , in giving them 
the faith and ſenſe of his goodnefle, 
that now they ſaw or found nothing in} 
Chriſt, or in the profeſſion of his name, | 
but what was wholly defirable.. The re- 

gpukes of Chriſt began now to ſceme 


| 
it 
Th 
| 
| 


: 
, 


: 


| This is nt and this is ” friend.) 


| , . 
M81} The doctrine of certainty of our ado- 
FP L ption, *' 


Chriſt the Charcher loved. Cyl 


tion, Juſtification, Salvation, began now. 
moreplainly to be diſcerned and acknow-. 
l : Chriſt is not onely faire and de- 
fireable in himſelf; but Ln the Church 
could, more boldly ſay , This i my belo- 
ved, this is my friend. 
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my THE 
'CANTICLES, 
OR 
SONG OF SONGS 


opened and explained. 
Tar Tuzxr7.. 
| CHAP.6, 
Hither is thy beloved gone , O thou faireſt | 
ng 


| VW among women ? whiter is thy beloved turned | 
«fide ? that we may ſeek, bim with thee. 
HE "2 My beloved 4 gone downe into his garden, 
ts the beds of ſpices, to ferd' in the gardens , and 
to gather lilies. 
I am my beloveds, and my beloued is mine : 
be feedeth among the lilies. | 
4 Thou art beautifull , O my love, as Tirzab, 
ly as Feruſalem , terrible as an army with 


[2 

5 © Turne away thine eyes from me, for they bave 

come me : thy baire is as a flock of goats that ap» 

e from Gilead. T 

6 Thy teeth are as « flock of ſbeepe which goe | * 
L 2 «fp 


T mT 


The Song of Songs. 


up from the ing, whereof every one beareth 
nb eager SEG barren among them, -© 

7 As a piece of Pomegranate are thy templet 
within thy lockes. id £5 

8 There are threeſcore Queenes, and foureſcare 
Concubines, and virgins without number. 

9 My Dove, my undefiled is but one ; (be i} the 
| onely one of ber Mother, ſbee is the choice one of ber 
that bare ber : The daughters ſaw ber, and bleſſed 
her : yea, the Queenes and the Concubines, and they 
praiſed ber. | 

10 Who is ſbe that looketh forth as the morning, 
faire as the moone, cleare as the ſunne, and terrible 
an army with banners ? Bi | 

11 1 went downe: inte the garden of nuts to ſee 


the fruits of the valley, and to (ee whether the Vine 


| 


flouriſhed, and the Pomegranats budded. | 

12" Or ever I. was \ aware, my ſoule made me like | 
the Chariots of Aminadab. . 

13 Returne, returne, O Shulamite; returne, re, 
turne, that we may lookg upon thee : what will you ſee 
in the Shulamite ? as at were the company bf 
armies. fi 


- ” 
i 


"ha Tur ExyianatlOn, 

: Cant.6.1, Whither is thy beloved gone? 
0. then faireſt. among women, whither is thy 
beloved turned aſide ? that we may ſeeke him 
with thee.) 


i8 He Churches affeRionate deſcribing 
; = -and praiſing Chriſt, ſtirred up many 
| then to oe: Religion and Refor- 
mation. _R_,. Sy Wc; 4 
;- Firſt, wee may here ſee the danger of 
iting the Church with wealth and 
| {pleaſures and honour. Conſtantine had i 
c firſt yerſe enebriated the Church with 

and honour , and hereupon the 

ch falleth into a long ſleepe , which 
ſhook not wholly off for miny ages. 

No wonder then of that ſpeech. heard 
trom heaven, Hodie venenum concidit in 
lefiam : Now. is poyſon powred or 
len into the Church. gh 
+. Secondly, this may lertus ſee that they 
bave nor the ſpirit of the Church of 
Chriſt,thart when they hcare many voices 
in Religion carried ſundry waies, know 
not whom to follow,cannotdifcern which 


| 


| 


iſe 3. 


KY 
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— — 


it 'Ch.6. Wealth occafions the Churches ſleep. 165 | 


I 
: 


| [Tas Warifmadtfanfedagrn. Civ 


. 


——_ A. 


1 is the true vaice of Chriſt among them : 


| fulneſſe, leſt otherwiſe corraption in 'd0+| 
| trine and worſhip grow amongſt the 
4 bp fe, till the locks of Chriſt be wholly 


— 


This Church here conld difccetnthe voice| 
of Chriſt even in her fleep, how much 
motecafily if ſhe had been well awake ? 
Thirdly,thisis to exhoft both Miniſters 
and other faithful Chriſtians to witch 


6d with foperſtitions z, the locks 


| Chriſt, to wit, the common Chriſtians,” 


., - Fourthly , this may teach us roknowly 


" |thar they provide not well for the dire&- 
{| onoftheir own judgements, that depend 


vpohi the voice of rhe ancient Churths 
for their chicf pattern and guidancein dv- 
Arine and worſhip : who would build 

of a man (though, otherwit| 


[ago | man) when he is half aſteep? ''"'} 
|. Fifthly,hehce we may difcernitis bette] 
[the Church ſhould opento Chriſt 


ring before him inthe naked —— 

his worſhip, then to cover our felves all 
his worſhip with the blankets and inver 
tions of mens weaving,which will butJul 


| [che Church aſleep in drowfie performat 
; [ces of perfunftory worllp, and caulk 
| \{-iriſ to withdraw h om us. 


Sixth 


— 


F L539 
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% 


{1 Sixthly, this may teach us to know, to 
| our ſhame and griefe, that our drowfie 
| hearts will negleQro opento Chriſt upon 
his calling and knocking,unleſs he be plea- 
ſed to put the finger of his ſpirit into our 
hearts, to open an entrance for himſelfe, 
| Seventhly, the faithfull muſt not won- 
der, if, —_— hearts to Chriſt and 
ſerking after him, ſometimes they finde 
him not, for it was ſo with the Church 
here, and hath been ſo'with the faithFull 
h in all apes : We negleQing ro receive him 
: | {when hee offereth himfelf, wee muſt not 
|] | wonder if for a time he negle&us. 
"Eighthly,we may from hence learn that 
bad Miniſters wil ſooner bear with any dif- 
order in people, then ſerious ſeeking after 
| Chriſt,and after the purity of ordinances. 
8 | Ninthly,we may hereſce perſecutions a- 
$ | lienate nottheaffeRions of the faithful, but 
inflame them to more ardency and earneſt 
porſuite after Chriſt, as this Church did. 
{0 | - Tenthly;ir may be known the Church 
']hath lyenina deep ſleep, when cominon 
| Chriſtians can more acknowledge the 
| Church then Chriſt himſelf , whenthey 
|can ſee her to be the faireſt among women, 
1 but know noranyeminentworth in Chriſt. | 
L 4 _  Eleventhly, 


PS. . - 


th 


[8 Faithfull Chriſtians before Luther, Ch<6.Þ 


uſe rt. | : Eleventhly, che eſtate of many Chur- 
ches, in many ages, maketh bur one body 
of Chriſt ; in every of which Chriſt mas 
nifeſteth himſelf, in fome members more 
| eminently-then in others, | 
| | Uſe 112, Twelverhly., Chriſt had his faithfull 
pgs and members in the world before 
Luther was born ; yea, he ſhewed himſelf 
glorious in ſundry of them, inthe darkeſt 
cimes of Popery. ef 
'./Thinteenthly,in Chriſt it's well known! 
there-is nothing; but -what'is lovely and 
deſirable , event perſecutions for his ſake 
are lovely and glorious, 

'Fourtcenthly, it is no comfort, or but 
| {inaJl., to know Chriſt to be every way 
precious and excellent , unlefle wee can 
alſo ſay, hee is ours : This is my beloved, 
this is my friend, 0 yee_ daughters of Ferw- 
| {alern, 

p Fifteenthly , the affeRionate faithfull 
preaching and ſetting forth of Chriſt, ſtir-! 
reth up in others a ſaving knowledge of 
Chriſt, and hearty affeRion-rohim. The 
Church here deſcribeth Chriſt affeftio- 
narely and fairhfully, fpeakerh of him as 
her. awnez..whence the daughters of Fe- 
ruſalem are converted and ſtirred up to] 
ſeekafrer him. Laſtly, 


6. WiGb6: | The fare of the Churchreformed. 169 | 


Ur- Laſtly, hearts truely touched with fin- | ug 1 

dy | [icere defire after Chriſt , choſe rather to 
nas | Yiſeck him in the Church, in the fellow- 
Yre | [| [ſhipofthe Church,then by waics of ſepa- 
ration, asthis/Church did : Whither is thy 


ull | Þ [beloved turned afide ? that we may ſeeke him 
ore | with thee. 4, on 
elf My beloved is gone_> into his garden.) | Cant 6. 


The holy Ghoſt. in theſe words deſcen- |**: 
deth to ſet forth the ſtate of the Church 
ed by the Miniſtery of Luther, and | 
late Divines, as inthe verſe follow- 
vg the calling ofthe Fewes. 

This reformed Church'is diverſly de- 
but | Fj{cribed : ; 

vay Firſt, by-Chriſts viſitation of her, to- 
can | [gether with the ends thereof : 

1ed,| || 1. To feed in the gardens. 

ru-| £1. 2. To gather lilies, verie 2. 

| Secondly, by her mutuall fellowſhip | 
full | with Chriſt, verſe 3. 

Ur- | +. Thirdly, Þb her of riſing 
» of | F{wherein ſheis likened to be, verſe 4.- 
Che] Yi 1. As 75rRab. 

tio- | UÞ 2. As Ferwſalem. 

| 25 | Bit 3: As an army with Banners, | 
Te- Fourrhly, by her members, wer. 5,6,7- | 
| to] ' I. Eyes, þ 


0 
tly,) 2. Haire. 


STS 
» as amo V 
one among reſt ofchs 
reformed EEC 

I. As 2weewes, 60. 

3 As Virgins wthout camber, verſes. 

a. AS « Dove; and who il 

- Firſt, to Chriſt is undefiled. Il | 

Secondly , tothe whole Church asat 
onely dne, 25 a choice one. | 

Third) to the reſt : 
1. Bleſſod, tothe Davg hters. 

ar .Praiſed, ro the Moms and Concs- 
bines, verſe 8,9. 

My beloved is gone downe into his garden, 
10 the beds ſpices,  ofieſipelages wa 
" ipfcbee 


a bedevl doont rats hire 
ES heh Chats F 


vie, Ce En ll 


enerall Apoſtaſie wherein thelF: 
hr ſought Chriſt and could not find}. 


| _h the former Chapter was the Church|}- 


7 s. Wha mean by beds of fpces.. 


; Z_ 
of mineabir reformed by the Miniſtery 
of Luther, which was a prden; being 
' Firſt,ſtored with variety goth po 
ing, ſweet flowers fer in == 
js ay iced as with oh 

or t a4 yg of Frike- 

Duke of Sax 
y, a place wherein Chriſt walk- 

lea (as ; wenn nr gaderm) topos 
|| | himſelfe and his friends. = 
| ' Is gone downe > imo'bis garden. ] Deſecn- 
ling from thoſe fanogs cities/ and emi-! 
tent places of Zeme and Conflawjcople, in- 
to a meane country city. 
' Tothebeds of ſpices. Becauſe in Germu- 
»y, ar that time, ſundry Chriſtians were 
called and ſorted - —_— beds and; 
companies in ſey laces ugh nor; 
at the firſt bh be ſo many gar- 
dens, fomany ſeverall Churches, | 
| T feed, in the garden.) In proceiſe of 
Jie, theſe feveratl deds of ſpices (com-! 
_ of Chriſtians) grew upto the fa-| 
; of juſt and full Churches in Zwich, 
| Stranbureh, Braſſell, Berne, Genev4a,beſides 
-[thoſein xrafia and Pruſia. 
J | mM 


| 


Firſt, 


4 * ** L 
. * 7 
Is £ - - 


k 
—c 
8 o 


3 I72 Faithfull Chriſtians compar'd to lilies.Ch,6, 
| | Firſt, both himſelfe with his peoples 
prayets,and other worſhip and obedicnce,| 
econdly, his people with his Word!F 
and Sacraments, and other ordinances, | 
And to gather {ilies, thar is, to gake | 
and call more and more faithfull Chriſti- 
ans out ofa wild field of worldly people 
into the fellowſhip of his Church, asit 
were, 't0 gather lilies into his garden. 
They are called bes, | 
Firſt, for = mm TT 
Second]! OT EX » Or EMINENCY, ut 
Thirdl « for yy in providingl 
for them beyond: their owne labour 
induſtry "AT 


I am my beloweds, 'and my beloved is 
mine : he feedeth among the lilies. | 
I am my beloveds, and my beloved is 
mine. ] Which words imply foure things: 
Firſt, that the Church had familiar 
lowſhip with Chriſt in his holy publike 
ordinances ; eſpecially in the maine do- 
Qrine of pardon of fins by Chriſts bloud 
alone, and of juſtification by faith. 
Secondly, that ſhee enjoyed this fel- 
lowſhip with him, before the time of 
her deliverante our of a Babyloniſh, or 
Romiſb captivity : * for the ſame words | 
| ar 


4. Pf whes, ntoly faked, "| 


reuſed the deliverance our of Ba- | 
tef,and crijoying Gods ordinances intheir | 
lowne country ; but with this difference: 
jere the: Church ſaith, My beloved & mine, 
Tam his; becauſe, firſt, hee delivered 
r out of Babel, before heegave herthe 
xe uſc of his ordinances z; but herethe 
Shburch ſaith ,T ammy beloveds, and my be- 
d is mine x becauſe ſhee firſt found 
Chiri in his ordinances, before ſhee en- | 
d deliverance from ſubjeQion: to 
; for Luther preached againſt the 
xes pardons, before he rejected the ſu- 
'Fſpremacy of the Pope. 
"Thirdly, their open profcfſion of their 
- wn per the _— 
Germany O rote the 
Male, wad: other gx in the 
Church, — avowed the defence of the 
reformation ns whence ON were 
erward called Proteſtants. 
Fourthly, Chriſts gracious prot ection 
ofthoſe Churches, ſpec ially in their firſt 
inn © : for how F ſhould Luther (a 
IC Frier) have attempted and gone. 
tirough with ſo great a work, againſt 
grearand generall ſition, and 
i lathe end dic quietly inhis bed, if mw 


= 
-. 


<a 


"How Tirzah ft ber han. i. Chi 


had nor held him as it were in his ar 
Hee} fredeth among 1be lilies. Hee 
freſheth himſelfe and ftr | 
ongft them, 


car Sar rw, apo purity, andy 


formation. A 
Thos art beautifull, O my leve, « Tir | 
comely as Feruſatem, terrible 4g as aruny mit 
banwers.” 
Thou art beautifull as Tirzah.} Tis 
was the chiefe = of the Kingdom 
Iſs act after they fepaenncdthenls lve 


from , "untill Sawaria 'was aficeillth 


ward builded *. . ll 


The city and Governers of itſthe peo-| [ 


| 


ple having recourſeto it for judgeme 

rather then to Feraſalem) were at firſt in 

diſgraceand obloquie with the Fewes fo 

their ſchiſme and. ſeparation from the 

houſe of Devid at Fersſalem, and for hey 

rebellion againſt the _ of Arm it 
her 


this did not diminifh her beauty; becauſe 
this fepaxation was from God, 


Afterward Tirzab loſt her beauty by 

ereQing the golden Calves, and u—_ 
off (tiot. onely from the idolatry "of 
mon wherein they did well, bar) Komidd 


true worſhip of En 
| q 16 ; nued 


6. The Charch whe lite Ferwſalem., a | 


ce io the Temple of Fereſalem. But $0» ( 
wes here | Tir:ab while thes | - 
aincd her : And indeed there- 
Feat 26 Celia dirnce and ble 
9; 3 mn e 
their ſeparation from Rowe, and rebel- 
(lon againſt the Emperour and other Prin- 
£s zand yet nevertheleſſe beautifull, be- 
auſe this ſeparation was from God,in re- 
Slzrd of Idolatrics of the Church of Rowe, 
afiflaxcater rhen thoſe of Solomen. 
$/8-Thus the Duke of Saxexy and the Land- 
ave of Fafa were proſcribed as Rebels 
Slagainſt the Emperour, agd yet their caulc 
hat time in England were burned in King 
the Eighth's daics,as Hereticks,and 
Fracory Subjects or Rebels, yer beauti- 
hull in Gods fight. 
 Comely as Feraſalews, ] In proceſle of 
ime the Church wore out the ſuſpicion 
ad diſgrace of herefie,and ſeparation and 
rebellion, and was countenanced and 
adorned by Royall Lawes in the daics of 
King Edward the Sixth, and by Lawcs of 
he Empire tolerating the Proteftane | | 
Princes, ſo that the Church ſcemed as 
ryſalem, the ſtate of Princes, the true 
Church 


Ls  _ 


> — 


. PR. = - — 4 ” 


What meant by Eyes. ” © Chi 


Church of God, and at unity alſo wit 


it ſelf, wherein the comelineſſe conſiſted] | 


for, as Jeruſalem had been three Cities 
Zion, Salem, Millo, and all three m_ 
5" Sama into one Teruſalens i :' fo the three 
differences between Lutherans and Calvi- 
niſts in dodrine and diſcipline- at Geneva) 
were all compacted together in brotherlylR! 
love, in their harmony of confeſſions. - 
Terrible as an army with banners.) The 
Church was beautifull 4s Tirzah it 
Henry the Eighths time, comely as F 


[| 


; 
| 
; 


lemin King Edward the Sixths time, ters 


ble 4s an army with banners in Queen Eliſe: 


beths time, when the Proteſtant Princes} 


grew formidable tothe Emperour, .Eyg- 

and the low Countries to the Span 

ard and Pope. How'terrible was that over= 

throw which the Spaniard in 88.receiv'd?: 
Turn away thine ties, &c.] The cies, as 

. | above *,of rhe Church aſſembled, are the 


miniſters, or the members. conſidered as 
part; as firſt knowledge; ſecondly, faith:| 
In both reſpeRs the cies ofthe Church 
oy wonderfull amiable: ſothart Chrift 

aketh affeQionatly to the Church after 
; manner of Lovers, raviſhed withthe 


yi of their Spouſes, 


16. WhotheChurches eyes. 
'"Tiirne awiythine eyes, for they have over- | 

| Y Foome me me. | 
- What worthy Miniſters did thar firſt 
"Fape of the Refortmed Churches yecld 2 as 
110 [Luther Calvin,' Martin Bacer, Cranmer, 
1 | Hooper , Ridley ;' Latymer , 8&c. What 2 
| {wonderfull coafere of heavenly light did 
[they of a ſudden bring ints'the Church ? 
fatid that out of the middeſt of darknefſe 
. 1] fand' Popery ;' from whence it was, that 
the knowledge and fairh/of the Faithfull 
{then was wonderfully enlarged fatre be- 
4:10 19994 the ignorance of former times. - 3 
+75 eyes of the Faithfull in Chtifts- 
me'lay under their lockes; as hindered” 
from clecte ſight by many errours ; bur 
eyes of the fanhfull ,' now ſceing | 
the truth myth -more plainly, are not] 
hitidered by *fuch” lockes hanging over 
He by HOO cleere was theit faith, that 
ſeene him which was inviſible, 
not! the fierceneſſe of their! 
Eings/ and Princes, but endured pati-' 
ily: fiery Perſecutions ; and bloody! 
fraltacres #-! - 
"Thy bare le fuck of ' RRIENS 
/ hone fs rg 4 flock o, fe p which goe' 


As I 
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rw the mand Cech fe Ca 


þ- As « piece of Pomgrands are thy temples 
within thy locks. 

The eſtate of common' Chriſtians ſet 
out by the haire, and of the Miniſters.| 
ſet out by the tecth,. and of the Church 
Goyvernours ſct forth ty. the-piece of 
Pomgranate, was the ſame inthe Church 
reformed ,'as: in the Primitive Church, 
where the deſcription of rhelc parts, is. 
uſed, and here: repeated. only- with this: 
difference : The! teeth. are. not lo even/ 
cut in Reformed Churches, a5 in \ LO 
time ; ſome; of them, exc ir f 0; 
thien in Authority and, Ju 
whereas thoſe, /were; ira 
brother)y loye.in Chriſts xi 
the teeth ens are faid to;1 
which jn t aA teeth 6 here | 
po both the: Miniſters. q Figher ani 

Owe 


er ranks... -WEIE. AS. 


and conſortiag together, | thed: 
Layer of Regeneration, 1: fruitfull; and{ 
powerfull in, their Miniſtery, and there | 
fore are here.deſcribed,as a flock of ſheep] 
come up fromthe waſhing , whereef FT | 
ry one beareth. Howes, and) none is barren | 


vhs | 
: 


among t 
ns wee may here leanetp behabis w 


— — A 
_ — 


03} F1Ch.6.7he Church how viſible before Luther, 179 
' Þ [aifferer eſtate of the Church. Some- 
times it isin a Garden, ſundry Chriſti- 
/ans —_ together into. beds and; 
knots, 2 wing up into order 
[rogether , Kliohring = nefieſiing both 
God and man with the ſavour of their 
Ifweetneſſe : ſuch was, and is the eſtate of 
he Chorch reformed. Sometimes again; 
the members of the Church ſcatrered a- 
road in the wilde fields, ſecking where 
they may finde Chriſt, as in the former 
Chapter. | 
” The Church is here viſible, as in 4 
Garden, in ſame of their eminent and 
ptincipall members. 1f then the Pa 
ſpiſts aske, where was the Church viſi-| T1, 
Ible before Luther ? The anſwer is, it was | Church 
viſible, not in open Congregations in- | Mow vil 
deed, as it were Gardens; burin ſun-} 7s. 
dry members'of the Church, as fweer | 
llpices and flowers, growing here and 
there , whom the ' Popes: and their' In- 
truments, like wilde Boares fought to 
bot out, and yer God preſerveth them. 
| Somttme, the Church findeth Chrift 
comfortably itn Her ſolermmnerafſemblies, | 
[when good Chriſtians are met rogerther- 
6 ſcrve him/in-the fimplicity of his Or- | 
* M 2 dinances:' 


180 | AChuchwha it 6. Ch.6l 


 dinances : - fometimes , when they can; 
_ no ſuch In oe him in any 
ace 0 worſhipped, yet even then; 
they rel here x17 a where they 
can finde him. | 
Secondly, the like uſes are here to be| 
made of theſe Gardens, of that Chapter 
Ver. 14. 5 
Thirdly , to teach us atrue deſcription 
of a Church : Ir is, as it were, a Gar-} 
den, an Aſſembly of many good Chris 
ſtians, or Saints, as it were ſweet ſpices, 
or flowers, ſet in order, as it were 
beds, or knots ; amongſt whom Chriſt 
walketh, they enjoying fellowſhip with: 
him in his publique Ordinances, and hee: 
with them, A 
Uſe 4." Fourthly , to refute the arrogancy, 
Seperatif.\ or ignorance of the Separatiſts , who 
refule ro keep fellowſhip with reformed] 
Churches, whom Chriſt yet keepes fel- 
lowſhip with ; ſhall man be more pure: 
than his Maker £ or the ſonnes of mor- 
—< I more holy than the ſonnes ofs 
? | 


_ Fifthly, ro exclude the Popiſh Syn-| 
ogues from the number 'of Chriſts| 
ardens ; the Gardens and Crug 


of | 


—_—_— Hr nn 
a. 


=y 


IChurches 


Let ws keep cloſe toChriſt, 


of Chriſt, as they have Chriſt walking 
1nthem, fo they know it, and profeſle it, 
and rejoyce in it. 

I am my wel-beloveds, and my wel-belo- 
ved # mine.) The Church of Rome diCſ- 
daines ſuch a ſong as Hereticall preſum- 

jon, to ſay, 1 am my wel-beloveds, axd 

is mine. 
 Sixthly, this doth teach us; that when 
keepe themſelves cloſe to 
Chriſt, and to the ſimplicity of his Or- 


= 


dinances , that they can ſay, 1 am my wel- 
loveds, and hee is mine. Chriſt will k 
himſelfe powerfull and gracious nncagh 
, for their protection and comfort , 
hee will not faile to ſhew himſelfe theirs, 
4" they faile not to ſhew themſelves 
this. 
Seventhly, this may teach us, not to 
wonder if Chriſtian Aſſemblies be at firſt 
luſpeRed , as Tir74h for ſedition , ſepa- 
ration, &c. It is thelot of Gods Church, 
which when it growcth up to be better 
known, will appeare to be as it is, come- | 


Church here by her Members, Eyes, 


Hairc, Tecth, Temples; gather here a-/ 
+. M 


3 gaine ' 


i 


-__ 


y 25 Jeruſalem. 
Eighthly, from the deſcription of rhe | Uſe 8. 


Ver.z. 


uſe 6. 


Uſe 7. 


How Pripwit..and Refor. Ch. agree. Ch.6;| 


gaine in the ſame Uſes made of the like] 
deſcription; Chap.4. verſe 1,2,3. page 
in Uſes 2,3,4. there expreſſed, ' 
Ninthly,obſerve the Reformed Chur- 
ches to be the ſame that rhe. Primitive 
Church in Chriſts time , was in ſund 
principall Mcmbers and reſpeRsz and 
therefore the ſame Members in the 
{ame ſort deſcribed , word for word; 
yea, ſuch fellowſhip as the Church of 
the Jewes had with Chriſt coming out of 
Babylon, the ſame have the Reformed 
Churches with Chriſt coming out of 
Romitſh Babylon. | 
There are threeſcore Queenes, and fowe | 
wy Concubines, and Virgins without num-|}| 
er. 


This Verſe containes the laſt part of ; 
the deſcription of the eſtate of the Refor- 
med Churches, which is a copay 


them together amongſt the 
whom ſome are, 
Firſt , Queenes , and they are three- 
ſcore, 41 
Secondly, Concubines, -and they art 
fourſcore. | 
Thirdly, Damoſels, and they withoit 


number. : : 
Secondly, F: 


elves; df 


—_ — 


6, JTh.s. Wives and Concnbines how 


1Ffotite reſpeRs : | 
Þ - Firſt, Queenes, or chiefe Wives ate ta- 


{bands by folemtic ſtipulatioti, ahd with 


4 mony ,would not give his ſiſter * ſine dote, 
1 left he ſhould ſeem to give her in Conenb;- 


— — 7 ——_—_ — ————_ OC} 
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rhey dif. 


EN 


[- Secondly, one is emitient 2bovethem 
| all unto Chriſt : Firſt, a Dove, Secondly, 
undefiled. . 
Secondly, her ſelfe one. 
\ Thirdly , her mother, an onely choice 


One; p 
| - Fourthly, herdaught&; bleſſed. 
- Fifthly, the 
commended he 
| There art threeftore DPuteries, and foare- 
| ſcore Concubines, and Dees or dere 
1 Queenes differ from- Concubines in 


[ken into fellowſhip with their royall Huſ- 


[conſent arid ſolemne rejoycihg of friends : 
{The Concubines are not ſo, as Bilhah and 
12ilphah, &c. A man takes ſuch to him 
| fa er by right of Dominion, than by fel- 
owſhip of Wedlock. WE | 
- Secondly, Queens, or chiefe Wives 
rite with ther: dowries to their Hit{- 
bands *. 
Hence, Lesbonius tro Luſfitoles, in Matri- 


Queenes and Concubines. | 


Verſ: 8. 


Gen.29. 
Z2s 


* 1 Kinzs 
9.16» 
Ads 3. 
SeR 2. 

* Withou:r 
Dowrie. 


natum 


M 4 


CE ——_— 


184 * Wives and Concubines how they fer: Ci. 


| natum potins quam in Matrimonium : But 
Concubines. were taken without dowry 
| for the moſt part, as Hagar, Bilhah, Zil- 
| phah, &c. » 

| : Thirdly, chicfke Wives had the keyes 
| ofthe families in their owne hands, 

| had government of the houſe under and| 
with their husbands. Hence it is that 
Gen.16. | Hagar , though called Abrahams wile, 
Verſe 6. | yet is ſaidto bein Sardbs hand, who alſo 
verſe 7, | correted her: the Angell calleth her $«- 
verſe 8, | yahs maid , and ſhee calleth. Sarah her 


verſe 9, | Miſtreſſe, as likewiſe the Angell yoo 


| 


Concubines, though ſecondary wiv 
yet were butas ſervants, ſave onely 
| wereadmitted tothe fellowſhipof the bed. 
- Fourthly, chiefe Wives brought forth, 
children, to whom belonged the Inheri-] 
tance 3 whereas Concubines children 
had, for 'the moſt part onely , ſome 
ifts given them.. That Dax and N, 
i, Gad and <A fber, the ſonnes of Bilhah 
| os Zilphab had Inheritances among their 
rethren, was by extraordinary diſpenda- 
tion. 
*Queenes then are ſuch Reformed Con- 
gregations where ſuch propertics of 
Queenes arc: found : Chriſt (indeen] 
| est 


— 


6.4 BCh.6: Me have no dowry to give to Chriſt, i85 | 
jokes for no Dowrie from us for his 
owne uſe, he needeth nothing of ours, 
neither have we any thing to give him, 
but onr owne nakedneſle z ;neſle, 
A Here therefore looke at 
Chriſt in the perſons of the Miniſters, 
whoſe Vicegerents they are, and Embaſl- 
fadours alſo, and in whoſe name they 
being married to the Churches, doe be- 
zxct children to Chriſt ; though Minifters 
conſidered in compariſon with Chriſt, | 
they are bur as the friends of the Bride- | 5 
roome, not Bridegroomes themſalves. 
I{huch Churches then, and 
fons arc Queenes whom the Miniſters and 
| | {Congregations do with mutuall free con- 
ſent chule cither the other; 'as when the 
people dogive up themſelves, firſt, tothe 
Lord.and then to the Miniſters by the wil 
of God. Of this ſortare ſundry Congrega- 
tions in England,and very many inthe re- 
formed forain Churches: Other Congre- 
gations,which have Miniſters thruſt upon 
them without their liking and conſent, 
and whom Miniſters have to them by } 
ſome clandeſtine conveyances, are more 
hike tro Concubines, 
if Againe, , ſuch Congregations 'as 


come 


- id 


— 


"© The Keyes of vhe Kingdom of Clu8| 


come to their Miniſters with a good! 
dowry , and comfortable and honouts| | 
ble maintenance, they are like wives. O. 
thers who bring little or no maintenance 
with them, are like to Concubines,|F 
though indeed the former condition #8] | 
more effentiall to lawfull marriage ; | 
wit, free conſent, and mutuall ſtipulation|} 
on both ſides; for as ſotnetimes lawful 
wives have but poore dowries, and Cots! 
cubines ſomerimes bring large maines 
nance' with thett1: ſo ſome Co 
ons that freely conſent to the acceptance 
of their Miniſters cati allow them but 
flender maintenarice , whereas ſome '6 
thers upon whotn Miniſters thruſt thet- 
felves are richly endowed : Furthermore, 
ſuch Congreeations as enjoy the powet 
of the Keyes, they are as Queenes, law- 
full wives. The Keyes of the King- 
dome of Heaven, are 

Firſt, the one of Knowledge , Luke 11, 
Ver.52. | | 

Secondly , the orher of Juriſdiion, 
Matth.18.18. and both of them mentio- 
ned, Mat.16.19. 

Where then a Congregation enjoyeth 
afairhfull Miniſtery, opening an —_ 

into 


y-—" "_ 


Ch.6.. Heaven the hands of the Chorch. 


TH 


incothe Kingdome of Heaven to penitent 
ers, and ſhutting it ugaindd-in 
| itent hypocrites and ſcandalous. livers, 
| the power of the Keyes is not wan- 
if withall'they have liberry 
L _ Juriſdiction ', there is their 
Queen-like, or Wite-like authority more 
compleat. © Of this ſort are divers, both 
Engliſh and Foraine Churches , though 
undry Germane Churches diſpenfing 
he Keyes of Knowledge more corruptly 
1 their Doctrine of the Sacrament, and 


' 
i 


Predeſtination , and nepleRing the uſe of 
but! | |Excommunication, doe rather turne to 
e &]| | |the condition of Concubines. 


etm-| |} But ſuch Churches as have no Prea- 
ore, | | {chers, or ſuch as have no power in their 
wet! | [gifts to open and ſhut the Kingdome of 
aw-| | {Heaven, to the conſcience and foutes of 
ng-| | {men, they areas Concubines. 

| Laſtly, ſuch Congregations where the 
'11.| | {people remaine ſtill ignorant in darkneſle, 
| {and arenot brought onto be begotten of 
ion, | | | God by the lively Word of Regenerati- 
tio-| | on, but continue altogether ignorant, 
wordly, and profane, they are as Concu- 
eth| | | bines whoſe children inherit not, though 


God may give them outward blcflings. 
Burt 
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188 Scarcity of Preatehrs at firſt Reformation.Chs F 
| But ſuch Congregations where the word} 

is lively to the begetting of ſoules to an 
immorall inheritance, they are lawfull 
wives, yea Queenes : Ofthis ſort our En- 
gliſh and Forain Churches have many, |Þ 
God be bleſſed) thoughthe Church of} it 
Ser ds hath but a few names. | | 
—_— are without number, nm 
moſels, or Virgins in this marriage-ſong| it 
are of leſſe der ore as being yet ciths it 

not ſpoken to in way of _— 
Chriſt and his Miniſters,or coily refuſing 
| him. Ofthisſort there were many Chur-[ 
ches at the firſt reforming of the Goſj 
to whom for want of Miniſters Readers] i 
were ſent, whence one of the Martyrs| 
wiſhed, that every able Miniſter might] I 
have ten Co tions committed to] I 
his charge, cill Farther provifion could be 
made; ſo that ſuch Churches there were, 
even ren to one, abundantly many, that] Fj 
ſcarcely heard of Chriſts knocking at|'| 
their hearts by any conſcionable Mini-| F 
ſteryz yea, and how many be there at 
this day, that cither doe want ſuch Mini- 
fters as doe eſpouſe them to Chriſt, or 
elſe doe cvily deny their motions, and 
ſtand out againſt Chriſt and their Mini- | I: 
ſters 2? Of! P 
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_. 
—_ 
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to ar 


| 
ſatry 
| it 
lt 


I Firſt , becauſe they haye been 
ſexceec Fnany often, dare ll to 


many. 
It Secondly, partly, becauſe Chriſt ma- 


T2 
: 
l! 


f note and wounded the Mcmbers of the 


\K 


"Whenthe herd a5 4 s Dove, 


= Queenes hee reckoneth: threeſcore, 

Concubines foureſcore. A certaine 

nber put for an uncertaine z and of 
the leſle pure the greater, 

+ Damoſels hee teckons without num 


th no account of them, as ifthey were 
1 hin” nullizs numeri, not worth the 
eckoning, 
But my _ my undefiled is one, &c.] 
[A Dove is noted 
| Firſt, for her chaſti 
|:- Secondly, -milden 4 or innocency : | 
h are _ Churches which __ na 
whori ran res or 1do-. | 
» bo, nor —_— vity of Ty ll | 
ny over their Hay: ar Which 
 Popiſh watchmen are taxed for, that. 


[Charches for ſoeking after 'Chriſt,: and 
dok. her vaile from her, which are un- 
[pores undefiled, either ' | 

-: Firſt; of Romiſh pollations, or . /, 

- Secondly, of worldly courſes. , '> : 


OA 

< 
——— — Os ———— 
Ss 
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| Is one; (ſuch ae 
Firft, few. as one to 60. or $0. 
Secondly, at- unity; or brother! | 
one with another, as one body, tho 0 bl 


ſcattered into many places, as \Englend, 
Scotland, Germany, &c. In all Chriſten-I# 
dome, ſome Churches are more chaſte, ji 
'milde, and unſporred rhan orhers, even offi. 
the ſame 0m & Jr yet ſuch areburjiF 
few; and though , yet at entire unity,} 
as one body. is 
, | © The onely one of her Mother, the chaiceſs\ 

one of her that bare her.ln the Mebrewlfſ: 
phraſe, the wholeis the Mother,the 
are the Members. The true Catho ique| 
Church of Chrift's the Mother of all}: 
 Reforined Daughters ; and theſe Daugh- 
ter-CHurches that arc moſt chaſte and\ſf 
\ miſte; and undefited, they are beſt ec] 
Nvermed, and: beftbetoyed of the Morher}:: 
| Cath hr fr Churth; as coming necreſb[ 
4-205 = "her4n —_ RY » Puiiepy 

bs 1F he Dang brers ay her, ard t a her 2 
E P» ye; the * hs far the ond biel ant 
they praiſed her.) Theſe Daughters, whe. 
ther they be the\mernbers ofthe unſpot- 
ted Churches menioned-in. the former| 


_—_— wlll _ 


[> 7 png woe {pay es" C3 | 


wks cer : of both, together with theſe | 
Cha that arc as Queenes and: Con- 

ove| {tubine doe give honowable teſtiman 
uh! f theſe Congregations that are mok 


Jand, (torr 5.3nd with them all 

tent; , the good things of this, i wy 2 

aſte, js 

my © To bleſſe is more than to praiſe : i 

»burtMfraiſe is the acknowledging of any 

by zod thing in her, but bleſhng is. the 
18s xowledgement , : 

cf Firſt, of Divine good things 1-and 

weul eo onion drawing'the Chur- | 


| T 


=_ ſelves: therein neeres toy: 


Rr ho ices that ooketh forth s the war 

ugh-1N% ;&6-)4n theſe verſes, the callingand | 

ad ariſi of the | ennrepyre era 

ſcribed by ſix Arguments : bs 

birt, by the uncxpedicdneſle of her - 

= By -joyned with the.:admiration of it, | 
fi he ſhe that. looketh forth 2 ver.10.;. | 

"1ſ}:-Secondly ,- by the: place. of (her /ari- 

hor ng , the morning or rhe Eaſt Coun- 


Thirdly, by the dagsees ani ay of 
PI "Fir, fiſh as the yocving | | 
erſe, Rot Secondly, | 


Ix /2 


(> 


'® . ASTRA | was a 3 hc | 
| 192 The Fever whence,and how to bt called.Ch 
Setondly, faire as the Moon.- y || 
Thirdly, bright and cleer as the Sun, ib 
Fourthly, terrible as an army with Bay 
ners, ver.10. 
Fourthly, by Chriſts viſitation ofhee| Id 
yr Me it, ver.11. [ 
Fifthly , y the unexpected helpes | 
which this Cc found for her retry il 
verſe 12. | 
Sixthly , by the earneſtneſſe of het { 
calling given her, Retwn, Retary, foure|ff 
times repeated. | 
- Who « this that looketh forth 2] Theſe 
| wekegece theunexpeced admirabl 
ariſing of a new Church , and that after 
the Reformed Churches ofthe Genriles, i 
ſhe is 'a Shulamite, alluding to Salem, theft 
ancient name of' Fer»ſalem, the Mothef | 
City of the Jewes:/-/ 
This Church -then-thus ariſing, 1s that | 
of the 'Jewes which'we look for: whoſe|Fl 
beginning for ſudden converſion of mull 
ritudes; ſhall be admirable to theinſcivey | 
and diets? 43 KR It 
cAs the morning. ] Her ariſing i iS 
ſempled'by themorning, 
Firft, beck this Church a ari i | 
from the Eaſterne Counttics,-:. - Wi 
Second f 


CO TT TT I — —— PRI = 
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; Secondly,her ariſing ſhall be like a new 

[Reſurrection from the dead. 
& Thirdly, her arifing ſhall be ſpeedily; 

Fs the ſamephraſe i intimates. 
I.” Faire as the Moone, bright as the Sunne. ] 
8{The Moone is faire by beauty communi- 
cated to her from the Sun. In the Suns 
ightneſle is light, hear, refreſhing, and 
| FA a glorious manner. The Citizens 
I8of that Church ſhall all at that time, or at 
leaſt the body of them, have their fins for- 
Jeiven them by the righteouſneſſe of 
[Chriſt imputed to them. They ſhall en- 
joy abundant light of heayenly know- 
after ledge. They fhall excell in purity of ho- 
inefſe. They ſhall abound in conſolati- 
ons to the refreſhing of 'themſclves and 

F/0tners. 
| Terrible as an army with Banners.) Read 
| | 19.1421. The Armies of the Jewes 
Jſhall be terrible ro the Turkes and Tar- 
, and tothe falſe Prophet then driven 
J |}; >m Rome by ten Chriſtian Princes,and | 
aſſociating himſclfe ro the Turke for ſuc- 
cour, 
' ih}. 7 went tlowne into the Garden of Nuts.) 

"arils The Jewiſh Synagogues, ſo called, = 


cauſe of that TS of hardneſſe. and 
ndly,'F Gs JW blindnefſe 


Rom-1t. 
I Fo 
Ifa.s8.8, 
and 60, 
19, 20. 


Ifa-6.1 2, 
20, and 


24-33, 


Iſa 33.24 
& 60. 21* 


Ifa-59.21. 
Zech.1 4+ 
20, 21+ 


Ifa.66.10, | 


Fzek-38. 
& 39 cha. 
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| 194 


The Fewes ſhall aypeare unexpettedly.Ch:@1] 


8, 10, 


24oltfs 


Rom.11, 


2 Cor.z, 


blindneſflſe -drawne over their hearts, as] 
it 8 a hard Nur-ſhell over the Kefl 
nell. 

To ſee the. fruits of the wallies.) Val 
leyes lying in the ſhade between two 
mountaines , bring forth fruit late: {6 
the Jewes are long before they bring 
forth fruit unto Chriſt. | 

To ſee whether the Vine flouriſhed , and 
the Pomegranates budded. | The Jews, 
that for hardneſſe of heart, are like 4 
Garden of Nuts; yet when their cot» 
verſion ſhall be wrought, will be a 
Vines and Pomegranates , bring forth] 
{ſweet and wholeſome fruits to the 1& 
freſhing of God and Man. | 

Or ever 1 was aware , my ſoule madi 
me_ like the Charets of CAmminadab.] Ot 
ſet mee upon the Charets of a willing 
people; not that any thing cometh a}! 
unawares to Chriſt in his owne pet 
ſon; bur becauſe to his Miniſters, thatm|Fþ 
his Name ſhall goe into this Garden df 
Nuts. 

The Jewes ſhall appeare unexpeRtedly, 
prepared to embrace Chriſts callitg: 
they ſhall finde the Jewes as Charets© 
willing people, ready to march with 


a 
Li 
l 


chewy 


{Ghi6.Zhe Famer rolled ſholl wich in amits; 195 | | 
Tthem, 'whitherſvever in. Ehriſts Natne | 
they {ball call ;-rheir- foule ſhould--pÞþ 
| ſooner deſire. it, but they ſhould be ſcein 
nn—__ _—_— wy jiatimated tlc 

Lwilling re of a willwng: & | 
mong the Gentilcs to ;corwey ; — 
4nto! their Country; with- Chaves, ;avs 233246 
Horſes, and Nromedaries.2:! 7 1 12; ES. 

i” Returne, returne, 0 Shulawite : nk Vaſ 13; 

rare, that wee may looks pov thee's what | 

wll yee ſee in the Shywlamit 2 4 itiwere the | 
i, of two Armies, "mM $143 

> Returne , returne , © Shilamige_s; bt ie 
] This call ſo often repeated, dovh. 

Wl 1F pply, _ V. 
1 Firſt, the- earneſtneſſe ofthe Miniſters | + 
that ſhall call them. 

| Sccondly, the haſte that they would 
avethem to makein going through with 
it pn 

Þ That wee may looke upon' thee, or brhald 

#bee.” It is the defire of the Miniſtess, 
and of all the faithfull , ro behold-this 

Jorious Church when ſhee ſhall tbe 
allcd. 

ine: What will ye ſee in the Shulamite 2J]Bur, 

gasit were, the company ob two tHanlics, 

forthe hoſtezof Mahanam. " 

ct N 2 This 
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196 The Fewes called Jhall march inarmies.Chi@] 
| This is ſpoken , -cither becauſe the 
Jewes ſhall, preſently upon rheir conyer- | 
fion , marſhall and ranke themſelyesinto 
Armies againſt Gog and Magog, ver.10, 
where ſheis ſaid K ariſe wiCcet 
my with Banners, Or elſe raking the word 
properly ; the holy Ghoſt compareth the 
ewes to an hoſte of Angels, which Facob 
faw at Mahanaim : as indeedthe feeble at! 
that day*ſhall be as valianr-as = A - 
of God; This Interpretation ſcemethro 
me to be the more likely , becauſe her] | 
warlike proviſion was before mentioned, 
ver.1o. - Or, otherwiſe, the holy Ghoſt] Fj 
may allude to the hoſte of Iſrael and Jus] I} 
dah, which wentto bring up David from if 
Mahanaim to Feruſalem , after the Iſrae 
lites were brought to ſee their crrours in 
caſting him off. for ,Abſolom : So ſhall] 
the Jewes at their converſion aſſemble] th 
for the eſtabliſhment of rhe Kingdomel Ih 
and Throne of Chriſt among them, after] ily 
they ſhall be'brought to ſee their foule} 
errours in caſting off Chriſt ſounworthis| if 
ly ſo long a time. i 
'The firſt Uſe of this is for diſcerning a} 
different cſtareof all Chriſtian Churches| I 
and Congregations, and triall of our 
nl > -3/ OWNe 


ne! Bhur as Concubines in the fight of God: 
4 N 3 


1 | Chi6, How t0 know 4 trae Church. 


owne: Pariſhes. | In one of, theſe rankes 
oyery. Congregation. is found!, either a| 
Juee 22 C bbine , ora Damoſel}; 
ara. Dove :. It-we have freely conſen-// 
ed to the' entertainment of a faithfull| 
| nifty; cammg to us-in the Name| 
£.Chri ; if we ring with. us to him 
z fiifficicht dowry.for his maintenance: 
f. the Word ; God ſhall; be power-i} 
ully. diſpenſe&:;zamongſt- ms ,- and >the] 
apcrung and ſluting of the: Kingdome | 
of, Heaven, and: withall: the Key of | 
Iftcipline be: fiot..negleRed]| : If our| 
[Congregations bting forthi many chik 
lilren to God ,; partakers_ of :the. Hea- | 
laznly Inheritahce, then dre our Cons 
| xrepations 4s; chiefe Wives;.as Queenes 
wr [cſus Chriſt. But if our Miniſters 
[fide not conjugall and free. acceptance 


om us.z if we-be not willing to pro- 
wide: for them: comfortable. and ho- | - 
zourable maintenance : If the Word 
be riot ſo difperiſed that the' people may 
inde themſclves in good: or evill-e- 
ates : If onr.,Congregations bring nor 
Þrh regenerate Chriſtians to —_ of 
the heavenly Inheritance, then are they 


I If| 


* I 
af 


Hom v5 know. z tre Charsh. Chit] 
| OD 


IEwee haveytt no Miniſtersthidt wooe|) 
us ; and beleech- us to be:-reconcited| 
td. Chrift; orif they doepyet weooilf| 
pavthem off-wirh-.del a ,: or refulcsy 
thct'are wee | Damofelsy | but” neither 
Queerics/nor': Concubines, Buri 1f aud 
finde all theproperties of Qudenes bt 
tonging -uiwo vs ,'and/iwithall; firide z 
Joveand care'to/ keepe dur ſelves chat 
o/'Chniſt, and: innocent to man, ahi 
'ondefiled,, and unſponed', bock: of the 
Workland bf! Rome; thenare we Dbyis 
bo-Chtiſt Jokus, choiceſt childrepfulib] 
tue-Catholick:Chnrchi 2:107:: 1, 12:90 184 
A ſecon& Ute is for 2 ' diſcerning] Þ 
aidifferent eſtate of 1 Chriſtian Gals 
and -triall of out 'owne- eſtaves 'befur 
God; if 'our  heatts. have: nevel yet 
been called> and knocked at. bythe 
lively Word "of ' Gods: Ordinances; 

| ©:ivee have-roily put off our Repatys 
ran&e to: this day., or refure to hearke!! 
to Chriſt;rhen are we Damoſels.” If well? 
bring forth: ſeed of Righteonſnefſe#! 
Chriſt , by reaſon we ateunder the p-] 
vernment -of ſuch who-will require 
and well -may- command it of us, we? 
are but as Concubines. But if we fre 


= 


_— 


G6. How to sry whether we be Spouſes. 


— 


y-condeſcend to receive and embrace 
mR__ into our _ with entire con- 
ne gon up our ſelves 
Wt to beg forth the fruits of his 
rit,, and are enabled to governe our 
Bs Ent after his will , then 
are wee Royall Spouſes unto Chriſt 
pos and keep- our ſelves ro Chriſt 
, infiocent, and undefiled.,” and 
deavour to: cleanſe ' our | ſelves from all 
viiehineſſe of fleſh av fpirit ; then are wee | 
© Doves unto. Jeſus Chriſt. | 
: 'A'rhird Uſe" tnrwke and- inſtru. 
t}Yha! ors. and 'tO approve 
| zewaſclyrs and eheir Congregations in 
= af t fort unto "brit, ' not Mi-- 
thruſt themſeive upon ' their 
ptc againſt their rang \ongtiar 
te: [fnecly- acoc 

Hoy Get Let the 
be faitbfull in dilpeoſing Gods 
Y, ent and the people abedicit, 
| [> gc up / ” themſelves to Chriſt and 
trueth ,:aill both grow up to hea- 
| tenly and holy purity of worſhip and 
| Ilife . ſo ſhall our Congregations be as 

FQueencs' and Doves to Jeſus Chriſt. 
." A fourth Uſe may be to encourage 


4. men 
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VALE 


Innocency not di loracefull, Chis; 


uſe 6. 


| Jewes in all the: particulars before de 


| Fleece, dry; when the Gentiles are” thoi-! 
ſtened with heavenly dew, they ſhall a- 


[an compariſon of them.. 'Though 


'|in the end fares Na Chriſt) 
F Theglo their pu 
the ow: uſe the holy [i 


men to waies of ſpotleſſe Innocency; 
they are not dif; meckilt bur bleſſed of 
the 1 Faithfull, my praiſed, even of them 
that are without. 

Fifrhly, to reprove the children of rhe 
Separation, who reproach the Church in 
ſtead of bleffing or praiſing them. 

Sixthly, this may teach us to expeRa 
powerfull.” and glorious calling of the 


ſcribed : ſay, They be now, as Gideons 


gain be moiſtened whenwe ſhall ſeem 


ſtep firſt into'Facob's Bed,and' ſo the lefle 
comely Church of rhe Gentiles into the 
fellowſhip with Chriſt; 8+ the cus 
of the Jewes, as beautiful Rachel, ſhall 


ſcribes her by compariſons; not-fetched 
from earthly flowers,, or metals, or 
jewels ; but from heavenly lights, the | 
Morning Moon, Sun, 

Ir appeareth further intheir unexpedtcd 
and free readinefſe to embrace Chriſt, ' 


— 


Ww- 


The 


6:1 {Ch.6. - The power of the Fewescalling. 
7. The power of their calling appeares' in 
]rheir carneſtneſſe and zeale oftheir Mi- 
] niſtery, in breaking the hard ſhell of their 
| {hearts wherewith they were former]! 

|cloſed,ver.11.In ſtirring them up to : 
[manfully , and terribly Gods battels a- 
|gainſt theenemies of the Church, ver.r3. | 


{ ofthis Shulamite,thar 
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The Lord ſpeedily. l the coming 
we may behold her, 


Ls 


THE 


” at 


IE EB Redo PLP nes 


| THE - 
' CANTI C LES, 
| OR” Þ 
"SONG Of. SONGS, 
opened and explained, . KO 


Trnusg TExr. 
CHnap.7. 


Ow beaittiftel are ty feet with ſhores," O Prin- 

res —_—_— J0mts of thy thights are like 
Fewels , the worke of the hands of a cunning work: 
man. 

2 Thy navel is like aroxnd goblet which wanteth 
not liquor : thy belly is like an heap of wheat, ſet 
bout with lilies. 

2 y two breaſts are like two young Roes 
that are twins. 
| 4 Thy neck is as a tower of Tvory : thine eyes 
| like the fiſb-pooles in He Bw, , by the gate of Baths 

rabbim :_ thy noſe is as the tower of Lebanon, which 
looketh toward Damaſcas. - 

5 Thine head wpon thee is lie Carmel, and 
the haire of thine bead like purple , the King is Ks 


in the galleries, 


6 How| 
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(| ali, wbic. 5: thove? laid: 
ove | 
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it Fer to, cluſters of grapes. 
ip+ I ſaib,-T will g4t* - 


"The Song of Songs. 


6 Howfaire , and bow _ art thou, O 
we, for delights ! | 
This thy ſtature is" ke a pdlmie tree, and 


to the pabne tree, I 
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04 * Several eſtates of the Fewiſb Church. Chu. | 


| 


" BE 


Tur ExPLANATI ON. 


'T His Chapter tothe end of the fourth| 
verſe of the: cighth Chapter, deſcri-| 
beth *n :foure-fold' eſtate of rhe Jewiſh] 
Church. When rhey ſhall come to be] 
converted unto the Lord: towit, . 
Firſt, as it ſhall be in gathering and 
growWingup, Ver.1,y. ; fps \ | 
Secondly. as it ſhall be, growne upto 
her Stature and:Maturity,wer:657 + : 
Thirdly, as it ſhall: be further enlarged 
by the acceſſe of the Gentiles; w27.8,10, 

_ Fourthly,as it ſhalt multiply'and ſtretch 
it ſelfe into the County INT. and 
throughout the Land of Iſracl, verſ; 11. 
—ver.4. of Chap.s, | 
-. That in werf. 11, the Church inviteth 
Chriſt, and with him her ſelfe ro have 
recourſe into the Country villages, is 
plaine in the words of the Ck verles, 
which ſet forth a three-fold eſtate of the 
Shilamite converted , is evident by the 
Repetition of the verſes, verſe 3,7,8. and 
all with ſome difference, and the breaſts 
are ſo deſcribed, werſe 3. and ſet forth an| 
unſettled Miniſtery , quickly ſtirring up | 

an 
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Hi 7-The fee bing fond miſe 3. things 
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this Church andthe 
car = ry of It, oath 

- This Church then in gathering, is de- 
ibed 'by ten parts - Feet, Joynts of 
es, Navell, Belly, Breaſts, Necke, 
Eyes, Noſe, Head, Haire. 

- How beautifull are thy feet with ſhooes, 0 
Princes Danghter ! the joynts of thy thighes 
we like Jewels , the work of the hands of « 
cunning workman. | 

' How beautifull are thy feet with ſhoves , 
Princes daughter !) In her feet with 
ſhooes there is a three-fold beauty : for it 
mplycth, 

> Firſt, her returne out of Captivity , as 
on the contrary, barc feetisa fone ah ao- 
ing into Captivity. 

. Secondly, her challenging and recove- 
ry of her loſt Inheritance in Iſrael, Ruth 
4. ver.7,8. 

Thirdly, her walking in that eof 
conſcience which the Goſpel prepareth : 
whereas he that walkerth bare-foor, either 
ereth a thick brawny $kin upon the 
foles of his feet , or if his feet be more 
tender, hee pricketh them ever and anon 
[with thornes, or lit.ke ſharp ſtones, as 


ſcruples : a conſcience not furniſhed with 


tres 


Verſe 1. 


Iſai. 20. 
I ,5=4s 
Deut.25- 
ver.9, 


Eph 6.15. 


erue 


| 206 Feverronverted wtefgredt anthirity.Chiy, | 
true-peace, cither 'waxcth 1ſenſleſſe and] 
brawny , or clſe ſcrupulous and anxious: {| 
all che three hinge are beautifull and glo- 
rious; as on the contrary, it's 2 grea 
diſturbance and deformity .to goed 
captivity , to {ell and: foregoc a mans 
Inheritonce , to'walke unquietly and. un- 
comfortably : and: if it be beautifull and 
glorious to returne our of bodily capti- 
vity, and to recover the earthly Inhe. 
ritance z how. much more is it together 
with theſe outward things, to joyne 4 
returne out of ſpirituall captivity , and 
recovery of an everlaſting Inheritance, 
as the Jewes ſhall doe at their con- 
verſion ? | 

0 Princes Daughter ! So called, 

Firſt, becauſe they are borne of God, 
the Prince of Princes. 

Secondly, the Jewes converted ſhall 
be'of much glory and authority, even as 
the Kings of the Earth. 

The joynts of thy thighes,e&c.] The word 
ſignifies whole bones of the thighes, 
| they, for their apt and ready turning in 
| their converfion zo God, are like well 
wrought precious-Jewels , the work of 


| the/ hand of God, the Spirituall work 
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1 : 7.Who to be admirred tothe Sar ament. 


Tmar of all the workes' of the Church. 
+ Thy navell, &c. thy belly is hike tbe navel, 
I&c.] The navell and belly are both hid- 


den parts, not conſpicuous to them with- 


Jout; andrherefore ſet forth the two = 


ſeries, or Sacraments of the Chur 
Baptiſme , and the Lords Supper. - The 
Naval, ſerving for the nouriſhing of the 
Infant in the wombe, reſembleth Ba- 
iſme , -nouriſhing Infants, and new 
rn babes in the womb of the Church. 

It wanteth notliquor : 

Firſt,of the Spirir of Chriſt to ſanRtific 
and cleanſe us from fin, 

The belly : ro wit, the Lords Supper, is 
2s an heap of wheat, for ſtore of excel- 
lent, and ſweer, and fine nouriſhment, ſet 
about with lilies; becauſe onely the fairh- | 
full pure Chriſtians ſhall be admitred to 
partake in that Sacrament. 

The Lords Table ſhall not be ſet about 
with weeds, profane and ſcandalous fin- 
ners, but with Zihes, worthy Commu- 
nicants. 

Thy two breaſts (the Teachers of that 
Church) are like two young Roes : For their 
zwility, Skipping up and down to ſuckle 
the converts; implying that the firſt Mi- 


-£28 |  niſtery 


Faith to what compared. Chs. |F 
niſtery ofthe Jewes, at the converſion of| || 
that people ſhall rather be as the Evange- | | 
liſts, bound ro no certain place, than ag 
Paſtors fixed to any ſettled Congrega- 
tion , which yet outwardly they ſhall 
be 


That are twins.) 

Firſt, for their likeneſſe in diſpoſi- 
tion, 

Secondly, brotherly equality. 

Thy necke is as 4 tower of Ivory : thine 
eges like the 4.6 'ray in Heſhbon , by the 
gate of Bath-rabbim : thy noſe is as the 
tower of Lebanon , which looketh toward 
Damaſcus, 

Thy necke is as 4 tower of Ivory. The 
neck ( as aboye) is the faith of the 
Church, joyning Chriſt and his Church 
together , as the neck doth the head and 
body. 

As a tower, for ſtrength , of Twory, for 
preciouſneſſe , for which faith is com- 
mended. 

Thine eyes are like the fiſh-pooles in Heſh- 
bon , by the gate of Bath-rabbim.? For the 
abundance of water, meaning teachers, 
that they ſhall yeeld even teares of Re- 
| pentance attheirconverſton 3 partly, - 
the 


Yeti: barn nd frrnacd 


bien , the ohe in Jeruſalem, built by 57 
lomon, fo cally] by way oF edſemblance:! 
in which hee put his golden ſhields, 
whence Shiſhak chemwfadrotake| + 
ther our of 5J : ob this: Houſe 
| — Iſaiah, Clapaniegde ni v\ 

[."'There was anocher: ens by __ 


ME EIS y 
| towa D#- 


to 
nd is in, 


rs of Iſrael, Nonhiinds towards 
$ytia: and' therefore this Houfe built in. 
Lthwnen is ſaid tolook toward Damaſeas, 
the chiefe City.of Syria. ' Now Lebayon| 
being full of atl-manner of fiweer and fra- 
prant” trees, arid ſhrubs, ard ſpices 4 the 
[built in” Lebanoy rhaft” needs be. 
compaſſed with the ſweet ng 4 
de- 


fac gar inlocgube) teal dond chr Saek! 
ax party one 

|adundeſerved erved kindriciſe of Gol towards 
— 1 [pw pil 1140, 21113 4 112 7719 *9 
2 006 p0libvighe! tower: of Lebanon, 
ah bY eth: 2oward Danaſfue, x4 


_ ty the-great refreſhing 


lighr 


| There | SOL 
oy rt tree wor -of Z | 
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Lrbant how ſcundred. RD | 

light of) Snch [as! ſhoukt: dodge -46 
p | \ Hencethce-nofedf this pure rates 

compared. fa this tomtr , becmiſe-they 
that dwell in this Church ſhall be, wel 
| derfilly refreſhed-wirh. theſweer adqurs 
of the Miniſtery., whickys the fwottfar 
| —_ of life unto life ths alſo with.the (er 

voury' conference. of! ; Chriſtians, 
| and their faithfull godly COnverr 
| fation.. --5{- - ni Mm 
t | Thine bead:npon tht is like Corral 

| the hereof thine head Mapp, the ny 
|| held is the pela. 

' Thive bead ther: + libe | Goneld ] 
Carmel ex d font nd fulnefle in 
feeding catrell, ell, 2 ve 45 reckoned 
1G. 339. | With Lebanen, a 
and 35. 2. | mous for fertility. 
| 1 Sam-15. 1 The headof the Church under Ghri 

"ee17* 16s the Ciyill Magiſtrate-;} The 
| rhenis;thatthe Magiſtrateof this-Chizd 
| ſhall yecld-iore of ſound:and french 
|riſhment tothe people, by 7 Siving 
mai tree paſlagero-cach holy a 
'|dinance 'God and 1alfoby bal Con 
| pantie and laſtly, by goednnanghg 
| Ti boned thy head like purple, 1. 
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Me| B{heeOwhetteriie bo this common Chris 

ns rs Jars ghz ksbChotch: chat hang upoti 

hey 'o> the” Officery or Sorvemtsohar 

offs LE > Topaporthe”  Magiſtrages ''0#/ char 

PUrs Milret; 4h hey lite like purple. ESI>10 72 7 

all iſt Nt Ohely det! 1 A orimſon blodd | 17 $3-24- 
{vs Chriſt: (12 Trent) firſt 25557 13 | and63. 1, 


\Sccondly\;7 bur alld of x rogall hoe, 
& poiplet i5 4 4 (enare dyoy lofthnia a Cant 9.1, 


| Zech.z3, 
rer.$. 


>The "Ofiters and Exatters ſhall be Revel.16, 
Peacc'and R couſnaſſe,;”. iT | _ T 
5"Fheſe Offiters ſhall nocbaſely ſhavlee —_— 
for þribes; norcxat for fees,nor oppreſſ : 
Ir fikhy lncte, nor picke holes in mens 
eftates/ to-trouble the- people and enrich 
hemſclves ; but like purple cloathed 
Ffinces, be like their Miniſters, and ho- 
tour both their Miniſters and thewyſelves 
With Peace and Riehteouſneſſe. 
"The King # held inthe Rafters.”) Bot ſo 
the word & turned beforc', where the 
{Rafrers 'were underſtood partly of rhe 
Temple. Held; is ke (x9 my re- 
membrance) uſed for holding by coti- 
firaint, bound as a Pnfoner. The mea- 
ning may be then, Thar che King, or 
—_ RR is _ to be an 


at 


Sh 


; | Or what if it imply, that.; their; g1 
| eſt Magiſtrates ſhall ſubmit themſ 


| |Chwch; according to that where the 
| pfa1.r49. | Pſalmiſt telleth of binding of Kings 
HHSS3! with- the: Orditarices of- God in ; 
*49-3% | Church. And 1ſaiab foretelleth. thax 
|Kings - and Queenes ſhall bow downe 
their faces towards the earth unto: the 
Church, and licke the duſt of their feety 
<= =o Interpretations ſtand well tas 
« : 4 _ * X 1 
*Eirſt, this doth ſhew us how to come 
and appeare beaurifull inthe eyes of the 
Lord Jeſus : which is when we turne our 
feet from the eſtate and wayes, and bon-| I 
dage of finne and Satan, and come out of} B{E 
the captivity into the liberty of his chik| 
dren, when we claime our Inheritance of] 
the Kingdome of heaven, ſeeking after it 
above all carthly bleſſings, and walking 
towards -it z when we walke confidently 
11-2 Chriſtian courſe, then Chriſt adinh 
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tas baſe ;as-ugly and abqminable 
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Ctil7: Fearoftrepart ſhould nat diſcourage. 


Leona arethy 
ith ſhooes, 0 Princes Daughter ! | | 
us as Princes 
children: what marterthenif fooliſh meh 
count -us Peaſants, and our going with 
hooes as ſtraight in parc lrg 
ſkaind nbt;,nor fall nocto their judgements, 
but. to his who-ſhall judge us to eternall 
zappin cor milery at laſt day. His 
»1d miuſt' nor-ſtand when heaven and 
carth ſhall fall; Jfhe accourt vs veſſels of 
our, wee are ſo inderd, whois itthat 
ifhonoureth -us:7. If men ſhould caſt a | 
ſell of gold: or filver inzo the mire, and 
-2myple upon; it, yet the. veſſel is ſill a 


* 


fell of honour , good,: and. rich, and 

jous ; the mire may cafily be waſhed 
Ffrom ſuch veſlcls, Be not difcotiraged 
en from' Ghriſtian courſes by tooliſh 
arcs of reproach : The truths, if wee 
poconin finne, Chriſt eſteemeth of us 
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in-his fight; naked, bare, deformed,and 
flefiled ; yea; he eſtecmeth Our goings as 
ine bare-foot,which cither, firſt, braw- 
ncth our feet with a thick skin.thar there- 
by we grow inſenſible and feele nothing : 
or ſecondly ,”-pricketh us.-with uninie» 
5 O 3 * ceſlary 
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at es, BS 


uſe 2. 


PE 


Uſe 3: 


Uſe 4. 


celfary Kepaples and featenuod 410 my | 
] bar pay Ab bed perro ent ur 
toWHdni the praiſe df rharbobverd 


the forwardil 'Chriftiamadac;:rowit | | 


rothe hinds'of a-cunint wbrkmanyrhe 
Goof poyytr 'andpeacd Ie emixthrit 
Aſvecalled'#s:often to redithepag che Shell 
Ipire inthelaſt verſt of rhe former: Chu 


"| ptr >a8d yer-ualeſſe:thiscmmng work! 
| | mort ma ;bee:thighes gw 


;wedhalliporrerortiers bit! [717 


ot rae thenfeof Bapti 


evenitoinfatits; The! Arabapriſts ob 
thin Infants | tary teceive: ng 


' bevauſe thby'yer retalveinmundetfiand 


ing; no behefir by che Word : As if 
fants eafinot receive' nouriſhthent 'by-rhe 
Navell, w—_ they canneither take;nbr 
ew , bor fucke Tritt with hand-or 
moth ; Baptiſine- & the Nawvetl by which 


Infears me'novuriſhed in che Chorch, 203] 


-' Fourthly:,” from this *Navell, nor 
wanting liquor obſerve;:rthere dorh nes 
yer want Juſt matrer of-Mſtraction' and 
comfort to be fetched from our Baptiſme 
againſt all temptarions. 'Doth Sarandes 
taine thee from vbeymyg- thine cffefuall 
caltitig : Remember in"/Bepriſme ew 
| thine 
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| av blood ts 
{cient nouriſhment” for an hungry ſoule ; 
|this ſerveth ro quicken our appetite” to 


thee: w and doubes ;-that 'thy!| 
| Ines are not pardoned ? Zonlathy Ba- | 
iſtwe is: fulk of liquor of Chriſt blood, | 
ta; juſtific thee from alt thy finges: Doth: 
Sar4n-tempt thee to defile thy ſelfe with 
any fin 7 Behold thou art waſhed ſolemn- 
—__ from. all fiang, and wile 
detile - thy: felfe> againſt thy Ba- 
ptifing'®-.::i'5 (3 © $129 woe, 
©: Pitehſy inthe Lords Supper, ſce'what 
pltorey of -exvecllent, a, and fweet 
noly#hoent-i d&t0 us, even an heap 


fohea: Cy ol # ma induce 
ot wheat : Coryte, eſa ' is 4 ry 


Thee & al-fufh- 


this heavenly banquet. 


|-- Sixthly, obſerve what manger of per- 
| foes ſhould be'admirted to the Lords 


Table, and how wee ſhould prepare our 


| ſelves thereto, This heap of wheat is not 
:|ro he ſer about with ſtinking weeds, but 


with faire lilies : Cleanſe our felves then 


[from all ſcandalous finnes, yea, and 


from .all ſecxer finnes, to our beſt en- 


-] deavours , ſo ſhall wee be ſet abour 


O4 this 


Pn 


- Miniſtev9 Waſh tot be diy \Narſes. 


ey en ate wheat ,/the Lords Tablei| 
-Seventhily,' [Miniſters way 


lkeR upon p and downto-garher|| 
| mT Yaris children of the Church, is 


freer: fot'a"Church in gathering, thay 
| convenient iti 'a Church conſtiruted ; for 
then the breaſts hang in rhcir place like 
cluſters of Grapes upon the branches of | 
the Vine, 37,8. Butthey muſt be breaſts 
giving ving fuck; -not dry nutſcs ; that is their 

uty 1n every eſtate ok: the Church," Or; 
if thei people be yore in Chriſt to 
fitneſſe for ſtro they to be 
full ina ſtronger corthanmilkegschy 
ſters of Grapes, full of wines 

Eighthly, ſee the bewtyand commen. 
dation of three cardinall graces [2 


- 


I—B<Sc- —— -> — - - _ 


— 


Firſt, Faith, ro be 

Firſt, ſtrong. 

—— non, ying the wie 
cious promiſ od at R'us rich with 
them. 


Secondly, Repentance to abound 'in 
brok e of ſpirit through godly ſor- 
row, melting into abundance of teares, or 
other affeQions futable thereto. 

Thirdly, Obedience, to be 
\ Firſt, fragrant, 


Secondly, 
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irsand good); that. all-phiarton- 


Cilil 4, 


omourconyerſarion..!/ 
 Ninhy, 
bes Carmel, won-Lorn 


w_ plemitull © art a 
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"Pr by ymiwing fre Jt Fehoſevkits 


Noblesare ſaid ro tcach. 


Cry a by making* 


116 out 


wit F 

\ Thirdly; by pi exaimple of 
Jr Sh 7 Eving good cxamplef 
them of baſe 'demeanour, exaQrrs; pro- 


motors, contentious perſons, bntfihes 
may execute it themſclves andtheir Mi- 
_ _ m___ publick 'Ordinances of 
WOriNMD x risnodif} 
Magiſirons to behave: ey ar reve- 
y in them, and ro ſubmir themſelves 
unto them as unto Chriſt, © £52217 
Tenthly, from this compleat- deſcri- 
- ofthe beauty of the Church'inall 
parts z obſerve, 
iFirſt; that rhe Church was never ſo 
ompleaty beautifull in all her parrs, as 


,andrhatd with: alt madfder of ij 
ve with as may ſmell a 10» gn 
marke here'2 Ieffoa for Ma-1 


uſe 10. 


1. -_ 


as —  EPI_Y i 


It 


"Anna foſ —__ workes. = 


/ .,,Scrondly,in thathe beginanth 


hevei(erhers fo 


[= 
,of the Sacrament, 


FatkayL the dctr, and ſo aſecndeth 
to the head in order : It may ſeeme the 


"ofthe ſhall feſt, 
Ta Ko rn 
Thirdly 


aſcend bighmend bighentmecoge 


Ons.../ 
, in that ho Church ei niche 


Nt 
fet Aw nor in ' defer 
bed, bythe beauty of wheres Fo or fin- 
gers, wee: ruſt novgather thar therefore 
this Church will be. barren of good 
works; God forbid, 'but rather-conceive, 
Chriſt concealeth. the —_—_— of her 
hands , 1o/wit;; her works, pa 
Firſt, becauſe the Harlot 
delighteth ſo much t15 boaſt of her hands, 
of ber workes, which indeed (hee wants: 
Chriſt had rather his Church ſhould a- 
bound in good workes in filence, than 


boaſt of. them, eſpecially whetr they are 
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mel, a tian ror yeamniſome | 
this de-| 
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Wanting. 
Secondly, 
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i thelewtrles the-noly Ghoſh ger 
anc) yr: dar 
Church, asis ſpoken above, Chap.7. vets 
rift parc, h& gtDweS: pI her MU Ra- 
ques yen ef 0 blod £111: bng 251 
For firſt, beauty is not obſerved tilbfull 
TT ibs yg here berboutty ix adeied, 
verſe 6. 0.005 ING 19! INSELELLN 
.- Secondly y ;- her: ſtore. & erperſly 
Leceloned to be Palmeirree, wet,7 
./Thirdly;ber breaſts gve- menonc 


hg we ewhek. 


! Nerd x; 
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Cantic 7. of 6.5 
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Jagaine, ver. 7. ſhew thathe 


of the ſaine eſtate of che Church _—_— 


{Beſides,the breaſts ycelding wine inſtead 


of- milke; jt) is;a;bgne.the Church thal 
then be; he Oy ewe mt -and;fit+ 


veflc to'be fed with ftronger v7 =Y 


The G Quuithofthe Jewes harrane io 
he ller growth is here deſcribed, 3. 

Firſt; by: her' beauty, 'which is adymi- 
cable, How' faire! and joyned with ples- 
ſure, How pleaſant art” Woo, ! .ſpecially4or 


Iſa.26,12. 
Hoſ. 148. 
Joh. 15.5. 


_ w Pri ſodeſcribed, wer.6. ; + 
Se condly, 
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cdly, her breaſt reſembled; to chi 
to ER 
4415 | |S Thethird eftate ofchis:Chnrch, 5k 
ſhallbefurthet enlarged by theaccelle of 
[A is; deſcribed /HariGiro. and 
PU 
"Firſt, by Chriſts: climbing 'this palms 
4 — UT of tougher of 


the rich ſupply of nou- 

brane from > her ver $. . i!) 

Thirdly, by the ſmell of her noſe, re- 
es, vers, © 

y the power of her Do- 


Fig, her familiar fellowſhip with 

rift, VE.10, | 

jr eſtare ofthis Church, asit 
. and tretch it ſelfe into the| 


= es, is deſcribed, verſe 11. 
- ourth of che next Chapter, and 


it, by the occaſion of this en- 
creaſe , "the Churches invitement of 
Chriſt to viſit the Country villages, ver. 


[17 I2. 


Secondly, 


Cn rhe mean the Jreneſhe 


[> Secotdly{ bythe affecuonate 
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God, 
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the marriage bed rene, 
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ple to an ſervice of his 'picaſantns 
bas 5) 01-115 GB DEETTIENY 
07 Caak fam *5 rec iOtuirete: ware by 
lovelygiaitiantoeverlovei ſelte. 
The five former verſes deſcribed th 
Okille fioin ke ſeveral Members apart, 


Thipverſs confiderctl the whole: bot 
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0 ond, 1 wil to tera, 
Iwill take bold of et boughes thereof. fragaſ 
thy breaſts ſhall be as cluſters of the: ine, cud 
|the ſmellof thy noſe like apples, 

» 1 ſaid; L 70 the Fahabarecd 


will po ook; yr pe boughts a 


Chrt ſpeaks of himſelſe to imply the 
2 incſſe 


ee 


; | T , breaſts are like the ater o& ne. - 
| mm four ' 


0! DnAT.: | 


Ver. & 


orig ts dſcendatid: reſorts to Jerufs 
| lew, is elſew here fore-told wou'y wand 
HQ 0 toll he 1s 
 1::New ty breefirat the > the 
| vine. } a that is ke oft 
| (: of: the; nerr.brm 
hurch. Hereflibilbenodefe&of Mini 
behah Dag 3 cy 


| Rafa Tupply of ftore, fed 


1 and plentifull Teachers, as cluſters-6f 


all. Abu] 
err the i th har lr beagle] 


{of the GE Prana 
frank rdinted, withcheatheniſh/and p03 
iſh unſavory pollutions , yerthe'Chuirchi 

hs ſelf; and they that liven it ſhall fmell 


al 6 Cognac ſavour of: the goodal Cconverla: 


"The Rnd thy ws noſe. ] Not whichthe 
noſe yeelderh, but which is yeelded tb the 
noſe;'to thy ſavoury\di ſhall'be 
ſwecrandcomfortable,asthat 7 Mbit 
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{| Before, when this Church conſiſted of | 
{her owne people, her ſmell was as thar of 
| Lebanon, wer 4. and now bythe acceſſe of 
the Gentiles it ſhall not be corrupt. Tn- 
deed when the 1fſraclites came our of E- 
egypt, the mingled of the Gentiles with 
them , drew them away to-murmuring 
and luſting ; for this compare Exodus 12, 
38. with Nuwb.1 1.4. But no ſuch conta- 
pion ſhall accrue to this Church by the 
mingling of the Gentiles with them. | 

And the roofe of thy mouth like the beſt 
wines, for my beloved, that goeth down'ſweet-' 
Ih, baſing the lips of thoſe that are aſteep- to 

hea 


And the roofe of thy mouth like the beſt 
ines: Hebr. Like good wine, going to my 
loved moſt ftraightly and rightly. ] That 

is, rhe Docrine of the Church ſhall be as 
ever any moſt ſweer and powerfull, and 
comfortable, and generous wine; it ſhall 
ever goe, or tend direRly to Chriſt, al- | 
waics aiming at the preaching of him, 


he ſtrength and generouſneſle of wine, | 
When it ſparkleth upward in the ar + as 
Proverb.23.31.which here expreſſeth the 


uvely vigour of the Churches Dodtrme, 
| F |v- 
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226 Efficacy of De.ftirs up drowſie ſpinits.Ch,7;/ 


in herpreaching of Chriſt, cauſing the lips 
* theſe - wgen. to ſpeak, Such al 
be the ſweet and powerfull efficacyef the 


LY 
—— 


. _ 
_ 


Doctrine of the Church - then, as ſhall 
cauſe the ſleepy and drowfic profeſſors, 
whether amongſt us Genrtiles,or am 
the Jewes, to open their mouthes and 
u_ plentifully to Gods praiſe. When 
the Apoſtles ſpake(the wonderfull works 
of God) in ſtrange tongues, ſome of the 
people thought them to be full of new 
wine, but they were deceived, and were 
willing ſo to account of them-in mocke- 
ry. But theſe people ſhall be full of new 
wine of the Spirit and Word of God, to 
open their mouthes to ſpeak as the Apo- 
| ſtles did, the wonderfull workes of God, 
Verſe 10.| | T am my beloveds, and hu deſire is towards 
MeL. 

This profeſſion of the Church, that 
ſhe is her beloveds, argueth, 

Firſt , her familiar fellowſhip with 
Chriſt, 

Secondly, her faith, or confidence of 
her intereſt in him, or his in her. 
; Thirdly, her open profcſſion of the 
ame. 


That his deſire is towards her, aqgunl 
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Wiſe if the wine flouriſh ; whether the render | 


7: Chrifts flrong love to his Church, - 


land ir is the ſame word uſed *, which 
[\utd implycth two things : 


'- Secondly, the ſubordination and de- 
pendance thereof upon their .will :-the 


[notſtand with the Soveraignty and Head- 


[thus farre, to intimate Chriſts tender te- | 
leard of the will and defire of his Churctr; | 
as hee would be as unwilling to'deny | 
2,as loving husbands be to denythar 
Iwves any thing. £ $40) 1 
| Come my beloved , let us goe- forth into 
Ithe field : Iet ws lodge in the villages. © 
n theſe words, the' Church inviteth | 
Chriſtto viſit the Country villages about | 
her, implying, , ten 
Firſt, her prayers to Chriſt, that with 
her he might lodge there, plant andſet 
Churches there. : ; 
Secondly, her care to take and obſerve 
al opportunities to advance'ſuch a work. 
Let ws get up early to the vineyards; lieu 


": 


—.. 


_& Wb 


Ithe ſtrength of his affeQion toward her, | 


{-'Firſt, the ſtrength of their affeQion | 
o their husband , and their elder bro-| 


{former is here alſo meant, the latter doth | 


[hip of Chriſt over his Church : Unlefle | 


247: NT 


Gen. 3-16. | 
& 47, 


Vai 11. 


Ver-12, |þ 
] 


1328 The fathful ſhew their affeftion to chif.Ch 


Joh,z1. 
15. 


Verſe 1 2. 


grape appeare, aud the pomegranats bud forth, | | 
there will I give thee my loves, ans 1: 
Let = get # ous to the —_— let wi; 
ee if the wine flouriſh. ] Meaning if any 
poruney ſhould offer it ſelfe;to lant Re. 
igion amongſt them then Chriſt and. 
ſhee ' might be forward to further the | 
ſame, I 
- Thirdly, her promiſe to Chriſt to em-| 
ploy her beſt endeavours to ſuch a ſer-| 
VICE» ] | 
-. There will Tgive thee my loves, The 
loye.of the Church to Chriſt is eſpecial- 
ly:{cen in feeding his Lambes and Sheep: | 
She therefore offereth to Chriſt free uſe |} 
of her deareſt and beſt afteftions. to ſet| 1 
forward ſucha work. © 

Fourthly, her diſcerning of ſome good 
beginning of ſucha work. 

The Mandrakes give 4a ſmell, and at onr 
gates are all manner of pleaſant fruits, new 
and.old, which Thave laid up for thee, O ny 
beloved. 

The Mandrakes give a ſmell.) Which is 
a Country, field herb, yer. amiable,which 
argueth ſome- fruits to be gathered in the 
Cauntry. > 4; i 


' And @t onr gates are af manner of pleaſant 
_ frnirs 


_——_— —_ 
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dl 112 new and old.?) And therefore, our of 


the abundance of her owne ſtore, ſhe cat 
fupply the Country with all fir helps, to 
her further gathering and eſtabliſhment. 
Which 1 have laid up for thee, O "my be- 
loved.) She profeſſeth her defire t6 em- 


[8] ploy all her ſtore'to Chriſts-adyantage, 


and therefore abounding with Miniſters, 
and other fir Officers for gathering and 
eſtabliſhing the Country Churches about 
her, ſhe expreſſcrh her readineſſe to bring: 
them out to his ſervice and;uſe , as if they 

| were ſome good houſhold proviſion, laid 

{up by her for ſuch auſe. The acceſſe of 
the whole Land of Iſrael to the 


profitable. The Land ſhall be ket La 


14h, as wall as the City Hephzibap, yer. 
10. A Caulcy is caſt up foramutuallee- 
courſe of-Country to City, 4 4 ow 


Ifai.62. 4. 


Ch.7.The Chur, willing to employ all for Chriſt. 2219 
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1 INE me of NI 0 X . # 
eacta ef Tx et TEXT. 


' Cnar,s. | 


-That thou wert as my brother that fucked te 
feaſts of my. mother ! when T fbould finde thee 

iſſe thee”, yet I ſhould not be defþiſed. 
*--2 « T would lead thee , and bring thee into my mo- 
propa. who would inftruft me : I would cauſe 
rinke of. iced wine, of ithe - juyce of my 


3 Hi left band ſhould be under my bead , and 


bis right band ſhould embrace me. 


4 T1 charge you, O daughters of Jeruſalem, 
wel ſtirre not up, nor awake my love untill bee 


” 5 (Whois thit that cometh up from the Wilder- 
neſſe, leaning upon ber beloved 7) I raiſed thee up 
under the apple tree : there thy mother brought thee 
forth, there ſhe brought thee forth that bare thee. 


AFP 


6 Fet; 


—_—_ 
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. | 1 Ch. The Song 
| 6 Setmeas a ſeale upon thy beart, as a ſeale upon 


| 


- "y EIS -,—_ 


of Songs. 


thine arme : for love is as ſtrong, as death, jealouſie is 
cruell as the grave : the coales thereof are coales 
of fire,wbich bath a moſt vebement flame, 


ſtance of bis bouſe for love, it would utterly be con- 
temned 


$ Ie have alittle ſiſter, and ſbe bath no breaſts, 
what "yy we doe for our ſiſter, in the day when ſbe 
ſball be fpoken for ? ©. po 

9 If ſbe'be a wall, we will build upon ber a palace 
of ſilver : arid if ſhe 'be a doore, we will incloſe hex 
with boards of Cedar. 

10 1 am awall, and my breaſts like towers : then 
wes Tin bis eyes as one thet found favour.” 

-,11 Solomonhad a vineyard at Baal-Hamen, he 
let out the »ineyard unto Keepers : every one for the 
friat thereof, was to = a thouſand pieces of ſilver, 

12 My vineyard which is mine, \i« before me : 
thou (O. Solomon) muſt bave a thouſand, and thoſe 
that keep tbe fruit thereof, twa bundred. 


© ,13 Thou that dwelkſt in the gardens, the comp «- 


nions bearken to thy voice, cauſe me to,hegre it. 
14 -M, e haſte my beloved, and be thou like toa 
Roe, or to a young Hart upon the mauntaine of pices. 


_ 
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7 Many waters cannot quench love, neither can | 
the floods drown it : if a'man would give all the ſub- | 
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The Converied Fewes wiſh. Ch.8. 


John 4+ 
48349+ 


Luke 4 
tf 28, 29, 


Tuz ExPLANATION. 


He-.Church of the- Jewes, both. in 
+ City and Country thus-gathered,doe 
here. \expreſſe her ardent affeRion - to 
Chriſt, and due reſpe& of him, which the 
old Synagogue ſhewed towards her 
whileſt he was converſant amongſt them 
in the fleſh, (Since ſaith ſhe) 0 that thou 
wert 4s my. brother, &c. Chriſt was made 
our brother by taking our Natureupon 
him at his Incarnation,and then he ſucked 
the breafts of the Church, —_— ro 
the Miniſtery of Fohn, ind other Jewi 
Teachers: ſhe therefore to ſhew her a 
Qion, defireth that he were now amongſt 
them converſant in their ſtreets againe in 
bodily prefence,” ſhe would not doe then 
as the old Synagogue did; be afhamed' of 
| him, or cometo him by night , but ſhee 
would kifſe him, and embrace him in the 
open ſtreets, and yet no man ſhould then 
deſpiſe her for her ſo doing, as they did ; 
but every one ſhould encourage her in 
her obſequiouſneſſe to him : She would 
not rcje& him, and thruſt him out of the 
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Synagogue, as her old Anceſtors had | ' 


done, 
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| f{Ch.8. Chris left and right hand whit, 


333 


" 


$ 


up, nor awake 


© The-Churc 


another, an 


" CO 


and loving! ! 


,ot T 


done, bur if ſhe found him wittiour; thee | 
would lead him,and invite hinvimto their 
emple, there to' inſtru 
her, dreach/herthe will of her father 
ſhe would nor give him gall'tocar, and 
vinegar to drink, as her refathets had 
done, but ſhe wouldeauſe him to drinke 
of the beſt delicate ſpiced- wine; and the 
| no of her Pomi 
Hicleſs hand ſhould be under my hed, and 
bis ri hn hand ſhould embrace me. YITIGN 
teft hand of Chriſt is the Chriſti- 
n Magiſtrate, which ſhall in thoſe daics 
ſuppor: and advance the Charch, and 
hold up her head. ”: 
' His lot hand'{s the fairhfall Mini- 
ters; which ſhall- ſpeake comfortable 
things to her heart;and ſo embrace her, | 
Fas. 62: for this alſo ſce, '* 1charge you, 
0 dawghters of Feruſulem, "tha you ſtirre not | © 
love untill he pleaſe. 

chenjoying chel 
cies and bleſſings 
all her daughters, members, 'to walk ſo | 
thankfully, and fruitfully towards God, 
and helpfully one towards 
o circumſpeRly, and inof- 
fenſively tothem which are without, that 


nare, / | 


from Chriſt,chargeth 


no 


e great mer- 


Mat.27. 
34 


Verſe ;. 


Ezet.33. 
23,24,2F, 
Dan 7.27. 


* Cant. 2, 


— 


274 ( Our duty to pray for the Fewes converſion. Ch. 


Uſe 1. 


Ifai.66. 
| ITz12, 
Ule 3. 


no occaſion be given of their alteration of 
their happy eſtate, When the Church 
gave this -charge before, it was in 

of the Roes and Hindes ofthe field ; tear- 
full Chriſtians coming on towards Reli- 
gion, willing to flock, and feed, and con- 
verſe: with the ſheep, yet ready to ſtart 
and flee away upon any feare of danger 
of perſecution ; but now no regard is had 


then remaine fearefull, when the Church 


ſhall be 
with the Church. 
For uſe, we may here learn, .. 
' Firſt, fince the Church of the Jewes 
ſhall artaine to ſo great beauty, it ought 
to kindle our defire to pray carneſtly for 
their conyerſion, that we may behold the 


from converſing 


lighted with her conſolations. -- 

Secondly, this doth teach us how to 
approve our ſelves pleaſant and faire in 
riſts eyes, even by keeping his Ordi- 


- An willing readineſſe to frequent the 


pIADSS, af. 


of theſe fearefull ones, for they that ſhall | 
onus and ſafety, they | 
ite excluded: 


admirable, faircneſſe thereof, and'be de-| 
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nances in integrity, and __ city, and| 


e 
Chriſt may ſce all the world, as he did 


when 
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| Ch.8. Miniſters to apply themſelves to the people. 235 | 


when Satan * ſhewed it to him, and yer 


[not admircit, yea, condemne it-for vani- | 9 


ty, aSit is *., but a well ordered Church, 
and ready, he admireth. 
Thirdly, here learn the more ſtraight 


the more faithfull, the more fruitfull in 
all holy obedience, 8&c.. the more doe we 
attaine to a Palm-trec, like full-ſtature of 


| Chriſtianity, 


. Fourthly, it may learne and dire Mi- 
hiſters to apply elves to the cſtate 
of their le: If they be babes in 
a - wxly th breaſts of milke to ſuckle 
hem: Ift wnto ripe ycarcs, to 
be as cluſters of grapes ro them 


1 with ſtronger liquor, be ready to poure 


on ſweet and. comfortable liquor q but 
ce fome good calling to prefimg youto 
it, ler all your ors A direQto -hriſt; 
and dipents it with ſuch powerfull cfh- 


| cacy of the Spirit, that the drowſie ſlug- 


rd may be raiſed up' to ſome fruit- 
fulnefſe,. and more holy walking to- 
wards God. | 

Fifthly, this may teach townes well 


and fincere, the more patient and meek, | y; 


rovided. for, to lend their beſt care and 
help for the edifying and calling home of 
. _ Country 


*Mart-4, 8, 
Luk.4, $46 


*Eccl. 1.3, 


14. & 2. 


I, 15,07, 
19,22,26, 
ce 3. 


Uſe 4 


uſe F, 
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Forward profeſiion ſhall be no diſerace.Chi8, 


Uſe 6, 


are throughly and 


| Cou por nb Grudge not then at 
dakroxdy ort to robes. of your Aſ- 
ſemblics, but rather encourage them, 


hat may be partakers with them. 


come Ek forward profeſſion ſhall be 
no diſgrace ; yea, men > ſhall kifſe Chriſt 
openly, and ſhall not be deſpiſed. | 
© Seventhly, the maligniry ofour Ance- 
ſtors againſt Chniſt and his Goſpel, muſt 
provoke us to more embracing of him, 


Fighthly, we may here ſee that a Faith- 
full Miniſtery, and godly Magiſtracy is a 
pledge of Chriſts Cakes love, and inde 
embracing of the Church. © 

Ninthly, we are hence to take notice, 
that whena Church enjoyeth many _ 
cions and ſweet from Chri 
is gopd for her to ſee it and dknowiedas 
it,ahd to be carefull that all her. Members 
may ſo walk, as their happineſſe be not 
interrupted. Inthe fourth verſe the charge 
runneth thus , That yee ſtirre not up, &c. 
But in the Hebr. Why ſbould you ftirre up, 
&c. As who ſhould fay, when all r 

fully reformed and 


and more ſubje&ionto hk. 


Innovation ? 


this lets us ſee , that time ſhall | 


—  — _ _ 


ſetled : Why ſhould yo goc abour any | 
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Ch.3.The Oh.eftate riſing out of the Wile, 
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derneſſe, le ery For her be 


| Innovation ? This manner of charge was 
| = prrered before, Caxt.2. ver.7. tothe 


0Vhe this the a—_— ow rhe WiL 
oved ?) I raiſed 


le-tree : there thy mot 


thee ack pr 
[& thee forth 4 there ſhe brought thee forth 
that bare thee. 


Who is this that cometh «Cer om the Wil- 
| derneſſe 2) Intheſe wordstheholy Ghoſt 
nth catite calling ety of two 
other Churches after rhe calling of the 
ewes: 
) Firſt, the one ariſing out of the Wil- 
Ce, Ver5 7. 

Secondly, the other a litrle ſiſter; ver, 
$,10. together with the eſtate of the 
whole C hurch, as it ſhall then ſtand,from 
that time to the end of the world, verſe 
Ii, I4- 


This Church coming up from the 


| Wilderneſle is diſcribed, : 


Firſt , by the uncxpeRtednefle of her 


the Jewiſh Churches there, wer.5. Who is 
this that cometh up out of the Wilderneſſe ? 


- Secondly; by the place of her arifing, 
the Wildcrneſle, ED 


FIT . * | Thirdly, | 


ariſing, together with the admiration of 


= a—_ -- o 
m ——_—_ 


TheCh.eftaerifmg ou ofthe wilder, Chat] | 


| Thirdly, by her familiar fellowſhip 
with Chriſt, joyned with her confidence] 
on him, leaxing upon her beloved. 

" Fourthly, by the meanes of the gathe- 
ring ahd raiſing of this Church, Traiſed 
thee up under an apple-tree, &c. ver.5. 

Fifthly , by her carneſt defire of his 
deep afſeGion to her, and continuall re- 
metnbrance of her , Set me as 4 ſeale upon 
thine heart, as a ſeale upon thine arme,ver.6, 
which petition of hers is urged by a mo- 
tive, taken from the ſtrength and depth 
of her affetion to him, which ſhe pro- 
veth, 

Firſt, W c__—_ —— as C- 

to three things'mo , 
yy Death. Ne OS 

Secondly, to the Grave. 

Thirdly, to vehement flames of fire, 
verſe 6. : 

Secondly , by : comparing it to two 
—_— leſ than her affection, though 
they be alſo of great force, 

Firſt, to many waters, which cannot 
quench her affection of love. 

Secondly, to the whole ſubſtance. of 
any mans houfe,. which would: be con- 
temned if it were offered to withdraw her 
from Chriſt,ver.7. The 
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. The calling and eſtate of the other 
Church, the little fiſter, is deſcribed by 
three paſſages, 

' Firſt, by the conſultation of the elder 
Siſters; to wit, of the Jewiſ:Churches, 
and of that Church coming up out of the 
Wilderneſſe, what they. ſhall doe for her 
when ſhe ſhall be ſpoken of, ver.$. 

Secondly, by a reſolution what they 
ſhall do for her, ſutable ro what her con- 
dition (as they ſhall finde her) ſhall re- 
quire, ver.9. 

Thirdly, a fatisfaQion =_ by this 
little fiſter, to the elder, how hereſtate 
ſtandeth, together with the cauſe thereof, 
Gods favour, that they may the better 
know what courſes to take for her, v. 10. 

The cſtate of the whole Church, as it 
ſhall ſtand after the converſton of the 
_—_ and ofthoſe other Churches is ſer 

th 3 

Firſt, from Chriſts care for them, ex- 

reſſed, 

Firſt, in his watchfulneſſe over them 
in his owne perſon, which he amplifies 
by the lefſe care which Solomon had of 


his vineyard, committing the keeping of 
it ro others; ver.11,12. | 
Secondly, 


IR 


. Chriſbs tare wherein it appeares, Ch.$. 


Secoridly,in his'charge to the Church, 
that he may heare her companions hark- 
ning unto her, ver.13. | 

econdly, by the Churches prayer un- 
to Chriſt, that hee may haſten the tran- 
(lating ofthem into heaven in the end of 
the world, verſe 14. 

Who 4s this that cometh,e&c.] Who theſe 
Churches ſhould be that remaine to be 
called after the converſion of the Jewes 
and Gentiles, wee cannot conceive any 
more fitly than the Chutches of Aſſyria, 


ſecondly, of Egypt, of which wee read, 


Iſa.19:23,25. When a Church ſhall be 
cleted among the Jewes, fignified by 
Ezekiels go =_ Temple, the water of 
Gods Spirit ſhall low from thence Eaſt- 
ward, goe downe into the Deſert, and 
from thence ſpread themſelves farre and 


NECTE, 


from Judah,jis the wilderneſſe of Arabia, 
whither Spirituall graces ſhall be convey- 
ed by ſome coming, from Feraſalem, and 
from thence they ſhall be further carried 


© { into the Eaſt Countries, to the gathering, 


and converſion ofthe TAHſſyrians and 0- 
thers : Whence it is, that Church _—_ 
| om 


w_ 


This Deſert, or Wilderneſſe Eaſtward | 
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Pe —_—— 
1 from the Wilderneſſe of Arabia; is ſaid 


1 ro leane upon! her beloved. inan Arabiux 
| word ; as when the holy Ghoſt was to 
ſpeak of the Babylonian. Captivity (or 
Winter, being paſt, he uſeth the Bubylo- 
nian or Caldean,yword. Sorthen,; when the 
Churches of Fudes ſhall ſee ſuch a goodly 
Church ſpring from ſome ſmall helpe, 


|-out of the-Wilderneſſe of 4rabia, beyond 
| their expecarion, they ſhall ſay of her, 
| = is this that _ 1 S, the | 
| neſſe, leani # her beloved ? truſting b 

| faith on 3g” thereby attaini __ 
|.cnjoying fellowſhip wi 
| leanc js put asanad of faith or truſting *, 


Wilder- 


him : for to 


and the geſture implycth familiar love *, 
- iT raiſed thee under an apple-tree, Chriſt, 
or the Church.of the Jewes by his power 


| raiſed up his Church by the meanes of 


ſome inferiour Magiſtrate, reſembled here 
by an Apple-tree,as before *: Forthough 
hee was not ſo high and mighty as the 
Cedars of Lebanon, orthe Okes of Baſhan 
yet eminent hee was, and his ſhadow 
ood, and his fruit cordiall and com- 
rtable. 
And the meanes of the gathering of 


Q 


| this Church, being 
; our 


at firſt but aninferi- | 


Cant. 2.11 


"I 


_— — 


— 


our Magiſtrate ; the Church had more 
need . uſe of faith to leant upon her 
beloved, when ſoveraigne authority did 
not countenance the work. ] 

There thy mother brought thee forth. To 
wit, the Mother-Church of the Jewes, 
or the Catholique, which 1s the Mother | 
of us all, X by he ade 

Set me as 4 ſeale upon thy heatt , as a ſeule* 
upon thine - fo levs is ftrong as death, 
jealouſie is eruell as the grave : the coales 
| thereof are coales of fire which hath a moft 
vehement flame. 

Set me as 4 ſeale thint heart, as #. 
ſeale upon thine arme. ] That is, let ine be 
dcep engraven as a ſeale is into thitic 
heart, or affection, and as a ſcale on thine! 
arme, let me be continually in thy frg 
and remembrance. And becauſe the 
| heart is the ſeat of the will, and the arme 
of ſtrength, therefore ſhee defireth his 
deep affeRtion and mighty ſtrength and 
—_ alwaics to be preſent with her for 

er comfort and peace. | 

For love is ſtrong «s death.) Deith 
ſheweth his ſtrength, 

Firſt, in ſubduing all ſorts of people 
high and low, young and old. 
| Secondly, 
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this Charch ſkew ro: Chriſt 4 
_ beforcher'to: rm 
of Chriſt, and nor ſuffering 
wiv Fay corpdeeirmarr 

:3 bs: craelt as, the x] rn 
louſieisa- mixt affection of: _ _ 
vent love, arid (carrics at:any) corivals 
arage with wrath againſt rx 
vers 'then- ſhall the \zealous hoya: or 
Chpith be:to Chriſt; 'thatofhe nay. not 
tide any ſuch things ſhall fical away 
the nor es hearts from'\Chnift;'at alic- 

ror! lefſcn is'ffection! Np butas 


VE, - cit as 
we rt, ſhe ſhall devout all-fuatich | 
and bury thenvour'sf fight; And > © by 
n -:Sdondly:, \chfre 'hold | nn under 
| o966cmdearatonrf;enceblen , which 
| have «moſs veheniens flame. }; ff id 
of this love ſhall as coales offire, Fr 
| Firſt, cnflame her inll her. ſervices ts, 
Chriſt. 

——_— burns up as ſubbleall im- 


Q 2 _ Eirſt, 


— 


—— 
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Verſe 7. ' 


__ o ks + io ere 
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mo. 


.Firſt;all inwardgreentuſts.;. 

-« Secandly;;outward cntanglements. _: 

| (Feheiwern, Same) Hebr. Flames of 
God ,thatis;excellent or ex 


forin hraſe; che things of God 
arc == excollent., 'as' the| 


zxes of God*;1the Trees of GodX;, 


 iiganaf Gas divineand vehement ; | 
and indeed this vehement love beirig Kin | 
| dled by:Gads: hea 
| be quenched with carthly:things: - 


Spirit, cannot 


wt er's cannot lou, neaer 
EE Tore err nn 
wihahe [a by Jenedui 
atferly by tantermned. ent Bd S11 


Thiringeaheradyerfrict thonghoover | 
| ſo man ,or dcep, or ſtrong, as many wals| 


| ters a1 floods, ſhall withdraw this love 


from Chrift ;-nor all:thetreaſures, and 
pleaſures;and credit, which.the ſubſtance 


= of an oe houſe rs 1 procure us;ſhall 


w-compariſon: of 


| Criſt zo vathbokd our hearrs from him. 


We have'allintle ſifter, \and. ſhe hath no 
breaits, what fhall we dafor our ſiſter, inthe 
day when ſbe ſhall ſpoken for. 

We have 4 little fiſter, gre.) The Church 
of Fudea and Afjria hearing of. __" 
people 
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| Chi.8.7h; Church of Egypt why « little Sifter. 245 / 

| e growirg up & coming on in Feypt., 

| RS oltekens what courſe totalefor 
] them for theirgrowth and cftabliſhmenr. 

A little ffter.] 1n compariſon of the | 1fa.rg.18. 
j apa Fr _ bar! five = in 
the Exypt ſpeak t gnage of Ca- 
naan, and An. ſhall be called the City 
of deftruttion. 

And ſhe hath no breafts.] No Miniſters 
eo give to them the ſincere milk ofthe 
Word or the meanes of conſolation in 
| their 0 gong abr wy 7p : | Iſa.g.20, 
| Inthe day when [bee ſpoken for. ] 
| | When the fulneſſe of time ſhall come, 
| | that ſhe ſhall grow up to ſucha multitude 
| | of Profeſſors, as may be fit to have a 
| | ſettled Church eſtabliſhed amongſt 
them ; for there is a company grown up 
to be a fit Spouſe for Chriſt. When there 
are ſo many good Chriſtians as may 
conſtitute a well ordered Church. 

Iffhe be 4 wall, we will build upon her apa- | Verſe g. 
| © | lace of ſilver : and ifſbe be a doore, wee will 
01 | | encloſe her with boards of Cedar. 

: If (he be a wall, we will build, That is, if 
- | | | ſhe havea Chriſtian Magiſtracy; for the 
1] F| Magiſtrate is a wall. 
Firſt, high, to keep out invaſions of 

Q 3 enemies z | | 


— | WV 
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| enemies; eveti ſo doth he our forain 
evills from breaking in upon his people. | 
Secondly, Hoſe to brett in his poople 
within bounds from breaking our into! 
diſorder. | © © 81 
Thirdly, Brine wheteon to redre Gf 
occaſion be) « flo & Palace, whercon to | | | fi 
| lay the frame of a good motion,or courſe V 
ro 'be taken for publick good. fu 
Fourthly, a wall of partition, to divide b 
between right and wrong, to give every || | 
man his owne, " 
| * Wee_- will build upon her 4 ſilver palace. h 
Wee will make her garment honourable th 
and wealthy, 
If fbe be a doore.] That is, if ſhehave |} |® 
faithfull Miniſters, which as a door open || | ©: 
the way to Chriſt, that the people may || | © 
y goe in and out and find paſture in him :|| | * 
Wee_ will incloſe her with boards of Cedar. F 
F 
| 


Cedar is a timber thatwill neither rot,nor 
breed worms,and ſo will endure alwaics; 
whence it was that the Heathen made 
Plis.ibas, their Simwlackra deorum, Images of their 
paay gods of this wood, to make them ſeeme || |* 
erernall. Theſe. Siſter-Churches then 
promiſe, that if their little Siſter of E- 
£ypt have any faithfull Miniſters, the 
W 


— 
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my 
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Ch.8.Chrift will himſelf care for bis Church. 2.49 | 


will provide for their ſafety and peace, 
that they be not diſcouragad, nor diſtur- 
bed in their funQion, 

1 am 4 wall, and my breaſts like towers: then 


| w4s T in his eyes as one that found favour. 


The little fiſter of Zgypt reſolveth her 
ſiſters, that ſhe wants neither Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates, nor faithfull Miniſters , ſo 
full of wholeſome Dodrine, as that her 
_ : well like __ ; Mrs yct ſhee 
acknowledgeth.ro be a ſingular m 
and favour of Chriſt, and aſcribeth 
her ſtore to his praiſe : Then was I 45 one 
that found favour in his eyes. 

Solomon had 4 vineyard in Baal-Ha- 
men : A place fo fruitfull , that for ex- 
cellency it was called the Lord of a mul- 
tirude, or the owner of great encreale, 
Hee let out the vineyard to keepers, who 
paid him a great rent, even thouſands 
for the fruit of it, and yet hada good 
portion, certaine hundreds for their own 
panes. 

My vineyard which i mine, i before me : 
thau (0 Solomon) muFt have a thouſand, and 
thoſe that keepe.> the fruit thereof, two 
hunared, 


To wit, I let not out my vineyard to 
Q 4 others, 


Verſe 10, ] : 


Verſe In, 


| Verſe 12. 


£438 The Catholick Charch whereit dwells.Ch\$: 
| others, bur 1 kept it my felfe alwaies, let 
Solomon take his thouſands for his fruits 
of his vineyard, and the ' Reapers their 
hundreds ; I will not fo doe, buttake all 
the paines to keep my vineyard, and reap 
all the gaines'of the fruits thereof tom 
ſelfe. Thi meaning is, when Chriſt hat 
gathered all theſe Churches of the Jews, 
Aſſyrians , Egyptians, and ' neighbour- 
Nations, he will then keep his Church 
with his mighty power,that neither Dra- 

ons, nor wilde Bores, nor Foxes ſhall 
cafter root it up,or make havock of it, 
as intime paſt. they have done: This is 
expreſly foretold, and ſh3ll come to paſſe 
*16.27.x, | after the deſtrution of Leviathan the 
—;, * | great Turke*. 
Verſe 13. | Thou that dwelleſt in the gardens, the 
companions hearken 10 thy voice, cauſe me to 
heare it. 

Thou that dwelleſt in the gardens.) The 
Participle being of the Feminine gender, 
ſheweth that it is the Church not Chriſt 
that is here ſpoken to, who is faid to 
dwell in the garden, to wit, in the parti- | 
cular Churches, as the ſea dwelleth in 
| each particular Countrey fea, the Ger- 

| man ea, the Spaniſh ſea, the m_ ro 

c. So 
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| Chirhe Dabelict Chireb where ir dui, nap þ 


&c.So the Catholick Church is divided 


| into particular-Churches , or the Jewiſh 
1M Church dwelleth'by her authori- 
ty and diredtions in all other Churches. 


The companions hearkning to thy word (or 
voice) cauſe me to heare it, ] Sothe words 
in the originall which implycth cither 
that Church would have the Mother 
Church ofthe:Jews take care of all other 
Chriſtian Churches, and give dircftions 
unto them, and yet not as unto her hahd- 
maids,butas to her companions; orelſe 
if the words be read according tothe 
tranſlation, The companions hearken to thy 
voice, cauſe -me to heare it : They imply, 
that after the calling of theſe Churches, 
this ſhall be their conſtant eſtate ro the 
worlds end, as they ſhall all 

Firſt, embrace one another as compa- 
nions, not claiming Romiſh PI 

Secondly, hearkento the voice and di- 
reions of the Mother Church, (in Solo- 
lomons daies for wiſedometo him.) 

Thirdly, continue in calling upon the 
Name of Chriſt without diſſipation and 
interruption tothe end, 

Make haſte, my beloved, and be thou like to 
4 Roe,or to a young Hart upon the mountain of 


| ſpices. This 


—— r 


— 


Verſe 14. 


i 250 Gentilarwat ca of the Foner calbug. Ch.B, 


'»'Fhis is the w_ of all the Chur- 
ches; 'now thar: 
ſhed, the which' P sand Apoſtles 
' have fore-told; that Chriſt would haſten 
his laſt coming as ſwiftly and quickly, as 
the ſwifteſt of the creatures; the Roe}, or 
1oung Hart, to take them up with himſelfe 
into the higheſt Heavens ofthe Moun+ 
taines of ſpices, . where arc all manner 
of ſpices, where arc all manner of {weet 
and and: pleaſant things, even 
fulnefſe of joy at Gods ri for 
evermore. Thus is the erid of the Reve- 
faichfull ſoule ſaith: in like ſenſe , Come 
Lord Feſus, come wo | 

The Uſe of thisis, rt,to teach us that 
the Nations of the Gentiles ſhall not be 


caſt off| from the. fellowſhip of the 
Church, when the Jewes are called, as 


in* ; but 
even after theircalling, new Churches of 
the Gentiles ſhall be brought in , yea, 
their converſion ſhall bring from the 
dead into the world:What ſhal the receiving 


of them be , but life fromthe dead ? yea, the 


Gemtiles ſball bring their glory to it, yea, the 


curſed | 


things are-accompli- | 


"T1qA'TE 


lations.The Spirit and the Bride, and every | 


the Jewes were out of the Church, that | 
. | the Gentiles might be 
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| | doubting hinder our-ſweet communion 


much more may we hopethen that theſe 
.Churches of Chriſtcndome; whichhave | 
ſuffered ſo much with Chriſt, and:rfor 
him, under the the Beaft,and 
the Turk, ſhall with theglory of 
theſe Charches of the: Jewes when the 
time ſhall come. | 

Secondly, this doth teach us how to 
attaine fellowſhip add holy fanbiliarity | 
with Chriſt, even by faith, Icaningupon | 
him as 'our beloved , infidclity: and 


with Chriſt, labour wee thereforeto a- 
bandonir from us. 

Thirdly, wee may here ſec the duty of 
inferiour Magiſtrates whar ir is, even to | 
ſee that the Church be raiſed up under | 
them, how much more to countenance 
and proteR it with their ſhadow , and to 
comfort it with the fruit of their ſweet | 
and wholeſom lawes and cxamples ? 

Fourthly, this may ſerve for tryall of 
the goodneſſe of our attetions to Chriſt 
if wethirſt after his deep afteRion to us, 
and continuall remembrance of us, if we 
labour to ſubdue our ſclyes and all ours| 


Uſe 3; 


Uſe 3. 


Uſe 4+ 


to 
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ro'him; if wee jealouſly warre againſt all | 
that ' which might' impaire . our love to{fi 


] 


Uſe 5, 


uſe s. 


him,if we burn up all our impediments,j 


no 

if no-proſperity can ſhake our intire de- 
fires iheer = R_ are then well affeaed 
to him as this Church is: If we defireto 
have ſuch deep 
is a plain figne Chriſt hath a deep place 
in our hearts. 

Fifthly,this may ſhew us a meanes how 
to conſumeall baſe and kirchin-loves and 
luſts in us, ſct upon theſe _ worldly 
things ; grow up in this ſpirituall love to 
Chriſt, _ ir vill ferallow up 
ſume thelſc leſſer fires , the light 
will extinguiſh the lefſer, as the Sun will 
put out the kitchin fire ; ſo this ſtrong fire 
of Chriſts love in us will burn up,and car 
out all luſt inus. 

Sixthly , this may comfort the true 
Church and children of God, in afſu- 
rance of their perſeverance: if our love to 
him be ſo unchangeable, that many wa- 
ters of afflitions cannot quench ir, nor 
floods of temprations drown it, if it be 
ſo ſtrong as death, that it will devour all 
before it, how much more is his love to 


us. L Seventhly, | 


candiſcourage us from him, 


place in Chriſts heart, it 


and con- | 


| 5 
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neighbour-Churclics, bur take care, and 
ufe”all-pood- nicanes: for their eftabliſh- 
ment and: ——_—_— farre- pore 

er':Churches; ———_ 
eng 70r dowhc: 'the 
_ of. thoir ſmall; rnrpy Chur- 
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thhy-, thismay:tcach 

to Eighty. regal out all 
ſtandap 45.2 wall if there come indifor- 


ders,ftand ſo high that they cannot come 
dver;F-any would goe kT 
them-:in,'; ireſtrairic! 


drunkemnnefle, wr wathes gp 
neſſe,all evill courſes, beasa an pions 


whereon.rolay the frame of a.good mo- 
tion, ms Re ED 
publick goods any motion-made, 
or- to be: made, 44 a wall todivids &r 
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ly, this may teach Minifhers to 
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2 wide emriince 


Uſe 8, 


Uſe 9, 
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is The dulyof Mogifireler and Minifttri.Ch.92 | 


whieh'Chrift-: 
neittie-enter” iti themſelves, 'nogiwould 
Lg others : wr OI A, 
iſs. yea. I -w600! 751 
!"Tently, this tnay lorus ſee th6 duty 
| z if Miniſters bedoores,at 


| be their care'ro hemniethem-in | 


rr Dpnrmtriny get pen 
Tcutityt its the duty: 'N 

gre and memberto hemmethemin, 
chatihezcnmy- maybe able-td! oppoſe 
chemburtharthoymay be withou 
armbhgthem, 187", See that Famvthybe 


_ 
A a 


whhout feare amen yoie 1. i 1 6] 219) 
 Elevemhly,this way ler us feea Church 


She dag Il Minitery and 


Anviaiioen Gkedft- 1, lr 12.5022 
: "Pwelfthly; [this trts us; ſco whatgreat 


cate 'Otniſt |will ono. day Have 'of his 


Churth;;though-Lyans, : and 
Beareshave broker mapen the Chirch 
to dbvotreit'; and many Foxes 


have ſought -1oſubwerv it, and rv it the 
fitowts'oF ir! afunder, yet wheri Chriſt 


| yr eatarcad nr 


s, there be no cnemyto'offer 
violence to it: When-the great Zevie- 
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